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~!  In  ftruggling  with  misfortunes 

Lies  the  true  proof  of  virtue.  Shaisfearc, 

—-Cold,  hunger,  p  i.'ons  ills  without  a  cure, 
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—Permitted  lau:eh  grace  the  lawlefs  brow, 
Th'unwoithy  raic'd,  the  wo. thy  caft  below. 

Faith  flies,  and  Piety  in  exile  mourns, 
And  Juttice,  here  opprefs'd,  to  Htav'n  returns.  Dkyden 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH  E  late  great  and  very  extra- 
ordinary revolution  in  Ame- 
rica, a  revolution  with  its  attend- 
ing circumftances  unparalleled  in 
the  annals  of  hiftory,  having  ex- 
cited the  curiofity  of  all  ranks  of 
people,  not  only  of  Great  Britain^ 
but  of  every  nation  in  Europe,  to 
procure  the  moft  authentic  infor- 
mation concerning  that  .country, 
and  there  being  nothing  of  the 
kind  hitherto  published  that  gives 
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any  fatisfa&ory  account  thereof,  is 
the  caufe  of  my  offering  thefe 
volumes  to  the  public. 

The  moft  painful  tafk  to  me 
throughout  this  work  has  been  to 
mention  the  hardfhips  and  feveri- 
ties  I  have  undergone,  as  thefe 
are  now  at  an  end,"  and  freely 
forgiven  ;  for  although  I  may  have 
much  to  lament,  I  folemnly  de- 
clare that  I  have  no  rcfentments 
to  indulge,  no  revenge  to  purfue  ; 
and  the  few  inftances  I  met  with 
of  kind  and  generous  treatment 
have  afforded  me  infinite  gratifi- 
cation and  pleafure  to  relate. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  wifh  to 
widen  a  breach   already  too  much 
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extended  ;  but  thofe  illiberal  and 
vindictive  principles  which  hitherto 
appear  to  have  actuated  "the  pub- 
lic as  well  as  private  conduct,  of 
the  prefent  prevailing  party  in 
America,  fecm  ill  calculated  for 
that  conciliation  which  it  is  cer- 
tainly fiill  more  the  intereft  of 
America  than  of  Great  Britain  tcr 
effecl:  and  cheriuh. 

As  the  fvvord  of  war  is  now 
returned  to  the  fcabbard,  and  the 
beneficial  arts  of  peace  may  be 
fafely  and  advantageoully  cultivated, 
it  would  afford  infinite  fitisfaftion 
and  pleafure  to  every  benevolent 
mind  to  fee,  between  thefe  new 
American  republics,  and  Great  Bri- 
tain their  parent  (late,  a  coritc;)- 
A  5  tion 
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tion  in  good  offices,  liberal  conduct, 
and  generofity,  and  in  fliewing  fub- 
ftantial    proofs    on    both   fides  of 
having  buried  in  oblivion  all  their 
former     animofities    and  diftrufts. 
It  is  evidently  more  in  the  power 
of  the  Americans  than  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  nation,  to   evince   this  conci- 
liatory   difpofition,  by  the  lenient 
condud  they  may  hereafter  adopt 
towards   Britain's  former  and  now 
forfaken  friends,  the  American  loy- 
alists,   whom   peculiar  circumftan- 
ces  may  leave  or  throw   into  their 
power. 

Why  may  not  this  defirable  emu- 
lation be  excited  and  adopted  ? 
The  demon  of  difcord  cannot  al- 
ways influence,  nor  will  the  veil 
of  factious  refentments  and  party- 
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fpirit,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  long 
remain  over  the  fight  and  under- 
standing of  even  the  moft  zealous 
of  the  republicans  j  they  generally 
pofTefs  intelligent  minds,  and  con- 
fequently  mull  foon  difcover  and 
purfue  their  own  intereft,  which, 
beyond  all  doubt,  is  a  clofe,  efta- 
bhfhed,  and  permanent  connection 
with  Great  Britain  ;  but  it  mufi 
be  a  conne&ion  founded  on  con- 
fidence,  and  the  bafis  of  that  con- 
fidence muft  be  a  reciprocal  inte- 
reft,  urbanity,  and  friendfhip. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  Author's  Apology.  Acknowledgement  of  Deficiencies. 
Reafons  t/iat  induced  him  to  publi/Ji  theje  Volumes.  Simi- 
lies.  Solicits  for  Indulgence  and  Candor.  Profejfes  Im~ 
partiality  and  Diffidence. 

THE  author  of  the  following  meets  has  no  apolo- 
gy or  excufe  to  offer  for  their  publication,  but 
fmcerely  good  intentions,  to  which,  however,  he 
mayjuftly  lay  claim  ;  and  an  earnett  defire  of  com- 
municating, and  transfufing  throughout  this  the  parent 
ftate  of  Britifh  America,  a  more  general  as  well  as  a 
more  particular  knowledge  of  that  extenfive  and  ex- 
traordinary country,  than  feems  to  prevail  at  this 
interefting  period,  notwithftanding  the  great,  though 
lately  much  to  be  lamented  hoflile  intercourie  be- 
tween that  vaft  continent  and  thefe  kingdoms. 

He  candidly  acknowledges  a  multitude  of  defici- 
encies, originating  in  want  of  abilities.  They  are 
written  without  ornament  or  elegance,  perhaps  in 
fome  refpe£ts  not  perfectly  accurate,  being  compofed 
under  peculiarly  diladvantageoas  circumftances  :  but 
although  the  fubject,  as  well  as  the  matter,  be  en- 
tirely new,  yet  he  has  ftri&ly  adhered  to  truth, 
which  has  been  his  invariable  guide  and  director. 

Having  very  lately  arrived  in  England  from  Ame- 
rica, where  he  had  many  txtenfive  journies,  and  fa- 
tiguing., perilous  expeditions,  prompted  by  unbound- 
ed curiofity,   and  an  infatiable  enthufiaftic  defire  of 
Vol.  I.  B  know- 
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knowledge,  during  a  refidcnce  in  that  country  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time,  in  which  he  had  become 
perfectly  rcconcded  and  habituated  to  the  manners, 
cuftorro,  difpofitions,  and  fentiments  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, he  eagerly  fought  out,  and  purfued  with  a 
degree  of  avidity  rarely  felt,  every  treatife  and  pub- 
lication relative  to  America,  from  the  firft  difcovery 
by  the  immortal  Columbus,  down  to  Carver's  late 
Travels  therein,  and  even  the  Penfilvania  Farmer's 
Letters,  by  Mr.  Hector  St.  John  (if  indeed  fuch  a 
perfon  ever  exifted)  ;  but  always  had  the  extreme 
mortification  to  meet  with  difappointment  in  his  ex- 
pectations, every  one  grafping  at,  and  enlarging  on 
the  greater  objects,  and  not  a  fingle  author  descend- 
ing to  the  minutiae,  which  compofe  as  well  the  true 
perlpective,  as  the  real  grand  intercourfe  and  com- 
merce of  life. 

Actuated  by  thefe  motives,  he  was  induced  to  ha- 
zard this  undertaking,  wifhing  to  fupply  that  necef- 
fary  fhare  of  inferior  knowledge,  which  to  him  ap- 
peared to  be  wanting  in  Great  Britain,  the  original 
feat  of  empire,  from  the  deficiencies  already  pointed 
out. 

Fcr  a  defcription  of  the  formation  of  a  fingle  brick, 
of  a  vaft  multitude  of  which,  artfully  arranged,  pro- 
digious buildings  and  elegant  palaces  are  conftructed, 
to  a  perfon  entirely  unacquainted  with  fuch  a  thing, 
is  as  necefTary,  beneficial,  and  fometimes  equally 
-agreeable  as  the  delcrip  ion  of  the  edifice  itfelf. 

And  the  particular  mode  in  forming  the  compofi- 
tion  for  making  the  fined  china  is  more  fought  after, 
and  certainly  of  no  lefs  value,  than  the  molt  elegant, 
rich,  and  expenfive  fet  of  porcelain  of  the  belt 
Drefden  manufacture. 

In  one  relpect  he  folicits  the  indulgence  of  the 
public.    As  feveral  matters  related  in  the  courfe  of 

the 
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the  following  pages  are  perfectly  novel,  uncommon, 
and  ftrange  to  an  European  reader,  efpecially  to  a 
Briton,  who  may  thereby  be  induced  to  decide  agalnlt 
the  veracity  and  probability  of  the  whole,  from  the 
apparent  incredibility,  to  him,  of  fuch  lingular  phe- 
nomena, and  in  his  opinion,  marvellous,  furprifing 
relations  ;  on  thefe  occafions,  he  entreats  the  man  of 
candour  only  to  fufpend  his  cenfure  and  judgment,  in 
fuch  inftances,  either  until  he  meets  with  lume  intel- 
ligent perfon  in  whom  he  can  confide,  and  on  whole 
decifion  he  may  rely,  who  has  made  a  confiderable 
refidmce  in,  and  progrefs  through  that  extraordinary 
country  ;  or  until  he  communicates  his  doubts  and 
difficulties  through  the  channel  of  the  public,  and 
ballances  in  his  mind  the  weight  of  the  explanation 
and  defence  he  may  obferve  in  reply,  fupported  by 
fuch  authority  as  may  be  adduced. 

For  however  lingular,  wonderful,  and  aftoniihing 
fome  things  herein  may  appear,  yet  the  author  fo- 
lemnly  declares  he  has  been  guided  folely  by  nature 
and  truth,  which,  during  the  courfe  of  his  life,  as 
well  as  in  this  relation,  he  has  always  endeavoured 
to  purfue,  and  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  their 
venerable  dictates. 

On  this  principle  alone  he  has  attempted  to  folvc 
every  difficulty  that  occurred  to  him  in  his  travels ; 
and  Inch  uncommon  appearances,  and  ftrange  phe- 
nomena, as  to  fome  hive  feemed  not  to  be  eafily  ac- 
counted for,  he  has  always  found  more  reconcilable 
to,  and  confident  with,  the  plain  and  fimple  chain 
of  events,  regularly  proceeding  from  natural  caufes, 
than  the  imaginary  fplendid  embellifhments  of  fiction, 
however  ingenious  and  elegant. 

Should  thefe  Volumes  be  favorably  received,  and 
defmed  to  merit  the  notice  and  appprobation  of  the 
public,  he  means  to  proceed  with  a  brief  account  of 
B  2  '  the 
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the  late  war,  in  regular  progreflion,  from  its  com- 
mencement down  to  the  prefent  period.  If  other- 
wife,  he  conceives  the  publication  of  two  volumes 
•void  of  defert,  is  a  fufficient  obtrufion  on  the  public, 
to  whom,  as  well  as  to  himfelf,  it  will  be  mod  agreea- 
ble, and  more  difcreet,  to  cancel  or  fupprefs  the 
remainder. 

However,  he  trufrs  that  a  proper  diftin&ion  will 
be  made  between  his  capacity  and  his  good  intentions, 
flattering  himfelf,  that  what  is  wanting  in  the  for- 
mer may  be  fupplied  by  the  latter  ;  and  will  endea- 
vour to  atone  for  his  deficiencies  in  abilities,  by  the 
flri&efr  candour  and  impartiality. 

On  thefe  grounds,  therefore,  he  refts  his  expec- 
tations, and  awaits  the  decifion. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Fir/i  Appearance  of  Land.  Capes  of  Virginia.  Cheja- 
peak-Bay.  Hampton- Roads.  Mujketoes.  Norfolk. 
James-River.  James-Town.  Plantations.  Wil- 
liamjburg. 

WE  came  in  fight  of  land,  on  the  fourth  day 
of  Auguft,  in  the  forenoon,  in  a  fine  day,, 
with  a  clear  ferene  fky.  It  appeared  at  a  diftance 
like  the  tops  of  the  trees  juft  emerging  above  the  ho- 
rizon, on  the  furface  of  the  water  ;  and  as  the  fhip 
approached  arole  higher,  but  only  the  height  of  the 
pines,  with  which  all  the  land  on  the  fea  board  is  co- 
vered; for  the  whole  coaft  is  very  low,  and  foundings 
are  found  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  fhore,  which 
gradually  decreafe  as  you  advance  nearer  the  land. 

B  3  This 
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This  regular  decreafe  of  the  foundings,  and  the 
change  of  colour  in  the  water,  are  the  only  preser- 
vatives of  fhips,  in  the  night  and  haiy  weather, 
from  running  on  this  dangerous,  fhallow,  flat  coaft, 
without  perceiving  it  until  too  late  ;  for  there  is  no 
light-houfe  near  the  Capes  of  Virginia  :  a  moft  lau- 
dable intention  of  erecting  one  on  Cape  Charles  hav- 
ing been  fruflrated  by  a  difagreement  between  the 
afiemblies  or  parliaments  of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
at  whole  joint  expence  it  was  to  have  been  built  and 
fupported  ;  and  by  the  commencement  of  the  late  in- 
aufpicious  hoftilities  in  America. 

We  foon  (ailed  within  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  Cape 
Henry  and  Cape  Charles,  which  laft  is  an  ifland 
named  Smith's.  We  paft  Lynhaven  Bay  on  our 
left,  and  the  opening  of  the  Chefapeak  on  the  right, 
and  in  the  evening  anchored  in  Hampton'  Road, 
which  appears  10  be  very  fafe. 

The  diflance  between  the  Capes  is  about  twelve 
miles,  but  the  vaft  bay  of  Chefapeak  widens  after  you 
enter,  until  it  becomes  about  thirty  miles  over,  near 
thirty-five  Englifh  leagues  within  land  ;  then  the 
breadth  decreafes  from  thence  to  the  head  of  it,  and 
is  generally  from  fifteen  to  five  miles,  which  is  the 
breadth  of  it  at  its  extremity,  where  the  Elk  and 
the  mighty  river  Sufquahannah  fall  into  it,  at  about 
three  hundred  miles  diflance  from  the  fea,  through 
the  whole  of  which  vaft  exten:  the  tide  ebbs  and 
flows. 

The  night  being  calm  we  were  aflaulted  by  great 
numbers  of  mufketoe?,  a  very  noxious  fly,  which 
feems  to  be  of  the  fpecies  of  gnat?,  but  larger  and 
more  poifonous,  leaving  a  hard  tumor  wherever  they 
bite,  with  an  intolerable  and  paintul  itching  ;  they 
penetrate  the  fkin,  fill  themfelves  with  blood,  and 
make  their  principal  attacks  in  the  night,  accompa- 
nied 
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nied  by  a  fmall,  fhrill,  difagreeable  note,  the  very 
found  of  which  effectually  prevents  you  from  fleep^ 
after  you  have  been  once  bit. 

On  the  day  following,  the  captain  of  the  fhip, 
Mr.  R  ■,  and  I  went  up  Elizabeth  River,  in 

the  yaul,  to  Norfolk,  about  twenty  miles,  where  we 
dined  very  agreeably,  and  returned  that  evening  to 
the  fhip  in  Hampton  Road,  fo  that  I  had  not  at  this 
time  an  opportunity  of  feeing  much  of  the  town. 
However,  it  appears  to  be  charmingly  fituated  at  the 
forks  of  a  very  pleaiant  river,  the  Elizabeth,  on  the; 
north-eaft  fide,  Mr.  Sprowle's  little  village  of  Gof- 
port  being  on  the  fouth,  and  the  pretty  town  of 
Portfmouth  on  the  fouth-weft  fide,  over  againft  Nor- 
folk, at  the  diftance  of  about  eight  hundred  yards, 
which  is  the  breadth  of  the  river  there ;  with  fuffi- 
cient  depth  of  water  for  a  fhip  of  the  line. 

Norfolk  is  a  corporation,  with  a  mayor,  alder- 
men, &c.  in  a  flourifhing  ftate  of  improvement,  and 
increafing  daily  ;  it  contains  about  feven  thoufand 
inhabitants,  of  all  colours  and  denominations,  of 
which  perhaps  more  than  two  thoufand  are  whites. 
But  it  was  by  no  means  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  increafe 
and  improvement  as  the  more  inland  towns,  at  or 
near  the  falls  of  the  great  rivers  ;  thefe  being  the 
chief  emporiums  of  trade  and  commerce  for  the 
large,  populous  and  extenfive  back  country,  weft 
and  fouth  of  them  ;  and,  having  alio  all  the  advanta- 
ges of  navigation,  intercept  the  inland  trade  from 
Norfolk,  which  renders  it,  though  flourifhing,  yet 
only  fo  in  an  inferior  degree. 

[Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  late  unhap- 
py and  ill-fated  hoftilities  in  America,  the  beautiful 
town  of  Norfolk  fell  a  iacrifice  to  the  miftaken  fury 
and  devaftations  of  civil  war  ;   in  an  unfortunate 
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meafure  of  the  Britifh  governor  of  Virginia,  rendered 
cxcufable  however,  and  even  very  juftifiabtc,  by  the 
circumftances  attending  it  ;  and  the  more  imprudent, 
criminal,  and  even  vindictive,  lavage  depredations 
of  a  back- wood's  mob  of  American  foldiery,  who 
feemed  then  to  carry  their  unjufr,  barbarous,  and 
ill-grounded  refentments  againll  all  the  low-country 
and  fea-coaft  ;  having  propofed  even  to  fpread  def- 
lation throughout  the  whole,  merely  becaufe  it  was 
within  reach  and  command  of  the  Britifh  navy  ;  and 
becaule  the  principles  and  conduct  of  the  inhabi- 
tants were  more  temperate  and  liberal  than  theirs. 

The  American  foldiery,  chiefly  then  back-woods 
riflemen,  taking  every  opportunity  of  firing  from  un- 
der the  cover  of  the  houfes  and  wharfs,  upon  the 
Britifh  troops,  and  loyalifls  who  had  been  compelled 
to  fetk  refuge  cn  board  the  fhipping  then  in  the  river, 
by  this  means  picking  off  ?.  few  individuals  every 
day,  in  this  fneaking,  cowardly  manner  ;  a  menage 
m'3$  fent  them  by  his  majefl)'s  governor,  the  earl  of 
Dunmore,  who  was  then  on  board  the  fleet,  requeu- 
ing them  to  defift  from  fuch  unjufHfiable  practices, 
othcrwife  he  fhould  be  compelled  to  fire  upon  the 
town,  perhaps  to  its  deflruction,  though  very  reluc- 
tantly :  but  they  perfifting  in  their  defpicable  unmi- 
litary  offences,  he  lent  them  orders  to  remove  all  the 
women  and  children  out  of  the  place  by  a  limited 
time,  whena  cannonade  would  certainly  be  commenc- 
ed upon  the  town  ;  and  the  fhips  of  war  were 
drawn  near,  and  prepared  for  that  purpofe.  This 
being  accordingly  executed,  and  the  enemy  gaHing 
the  troops  from  the  warehoufes  on  the  wharfs,  thefe 
were  obliged  to  be  fet  on  fire  to  diflodge  them, 
which  was  thus  completely  effected  ;  but  it  was 
i;niverfally  noticed,  and  particularly  obferved  by 
every  perfon,  that  aimoft  at  the  fame  inftant  the 

flames 
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flames  broke  out  likewife  in  the  back  part  of  the 
town,  fartheft  from  the  fhipping  ;  for  the  rebels  had 
alfo  fet  fire  to  it,  in  many  different  places  themfelves, 
by  order  of  the  provincial  cengrefs  of  Virginia,  by 
which  means  the  conflagration  ibon  became  general 
and  tremendous,  and  in  a  (hort  time  entirely  deflroy- 
ed,  and  confumed  to  afhes  this  fine  town,  the  firft  in 
Virginia  in  magnitude,  opulence,  and  navigation. 

The  Americans  not  only  burnt  Norfolk,  but  the 
village  of  Gofport,  and  a  great  part  of  the  beautiful 
little  town  of  Portfmouth  alfo,  fince  that  time  ;  and 
by  an  a&  of  their  legiflature,  granted  a  compenfa- 
tion  in  money  to  fuch  perfons  as  were  well  affected 
to  their  caufe,  for  the  value  of  their  property  thus 
deftroyed.} 

On  the  fixth,  the  fhip  weighed  anchor,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  James  River.  As  the  weather  was  ex- 
tremely hot,  1  preferred  going  up  in  her  to  a  jour- 
ney by  land  ;  which,  from  Norfolk  to  Richmond, 
at  the  falls  of  James  River,  is  about  an  hundred 
and  thirty  miles. 

After  patting  a  great  number  of  mod:  charming  fi- 
tuations  on  each  fide  of  this  beautiful  river,  we 
came  to  anchor  before  James  Town,  now  a  paltry 
place,  not  by  any  means  deferving  even  the  name 
of  a  village,  although  once  the  metropolis  of 
Virginia,  and  itill  poflelfing  leveral  privileges  in  con- 
lequence  thereof,  one  of  which  is  feuding  a  member 
to  the  afiembly,  or  parliament  ;  who  is  now  Cham- 
pion Traverfe,  efq.  the  proprietor  of  the  whole 
town,  and  almoft  all  the  land  adjacent,  and  I  believe 
there  are  no  more  voters  than  himfelf. 

On  the  feventh,  Mr.  R  .  and  I,  having 

been  furnifhed  with  horfes  by  Mr.  Traverfe,  made 
an  excurfion  to  Williamfburg,  which  is  but  a-  few. 
miles  diftant  j  perhaps  eight  or  ten. 

B  5  The 
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The  roads  arc  excellent,  the  face  of  the  country 
is  level,  the  foil  rather  fandy,  but  the  whole  land  ap- 
pears to  be  one  continued  immcnle  foreft,  interfperf- 
ed  with  openings  where  the  trees  have  been  cut 
down,  and  the  ground  is  cultivated,  of  larger  or  lefs 
dimenfions :  thefe  are  called  plantations,  and  are  gene- 
rally from  one  to  four  or  five  miles  diftant  from  each 
other,  having  a  dwelling-houfe  in  the  middle,  with 
kitchens  and  out-houfes  all  detached  ;  at  fome  little 
diftance  there  are  always  large  peach  and  apple  or- 
chards, &c.  ;  and  fcattered  over  the  plantations  are 
the  tobacco  houfes,  large  wooden  edifices,  for  the 
cure  of  that  grand  ftaple  produce. 

We  dined  very  agreeably  at  the  Raleigh  tavern, 
■where  we  had  exceeding  good  Madeira,  and  after- 
wards walked  out  to  view  the  town,  which  is 
now  the  feat  of  government,  and  metropolis  of 
Virginia. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP  ir. 

Williamjburg.    Peaces.    Breed  of  Runn'mg-Horfes. 

WILLIAMSBURG  is  an  inland  town 
on  the  higheft  land,  about  the  middle  between 
the  rivers  of  York,  on  the  north,  and  James,,  on  the 
fouth,  at  thediitance  of  feven  miles  from  the  neareft  ; 
and  is  healthy  for  the  climate. 

There  is  one  handfome  ftreet  in  it,  jufta  mile  in 
length,  where  the  view  is  terminated  by  a  command- 
ing object,  each  way  ;  the  Capitol,  an  elegant  pub- 
lic building,  in  which  the  affembly,  or  fenate,  and 
courts  of  judicature  are  held,  at  one  end  of  the  Afreet ; 
and  the  college  of  William  and  Mary,  an  old  monai- 
tic  ftruiSlure,  at  the  other  end.  About  the  middle 
between  them,  on  the  north  fide,  a  little  diftance  re- 
tired trom  the  ftreet,  rtands the  palace,  therefidence 
of  the  governor  ;  a  large,  commodious,  and  hand- 
fome building.  M 

[Since  the  commencement  of  the  late  hoftilities  in 
America,  when  the  feat  of  war  was  in  Virginia, 
about  the  time  of,  or  foon  after  lord  Cornwallis's  fur- 
render  at  York  Town,  the  '  Americans  converted  the 
palace  at  Williamfburg  into  barracks  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  their  troops  ;  who,  being  by  no 
means  remarkable  lor  cleanncfs  or  care,  by  fome  acci- 
dent fet  it  on  fire,  by  which  it  wasentirely  ilellro\etlj 
thus  occafioned,  as  many  imagine,  by  their  ne^letf. 
It  has  alio  been  alledged,  that  fome  loyalids,  provoked 
at  feting  it  converted  to  fuch  vile  purpofes,  fo  very 
different  from  the  original  intention  of  theflrucl.ure  ; 
and  incenfed  in  the  hightft  degree  at  beholding  the 
houk  of  the  representative  of  their  fovereign  thus  pol- 
luted 
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luted  by  the  naftmefs,  filth,  and  depredations  of  the 
American  foldiery,  privately  fet  fire  to  it  in  the 
night  :  and  they  are  not  few  who  believe  that  to  this 
lait  caufe  it  owed  its  ruin.] 

All  the  public  edifices  are  built  of  brick,  but  the 
generality  of  the  houfes  are  of  wood,  chiefly  painted 
white,  and  are  every  one  detached  from  each  other; 
which,  with  the  ftreetdeep  with  fand,  (not  being  paved) 
makes  a  fingular  appearance  to  an  European  ;  and  is 
rery  difagreeable  to  walk  in,  efpecially  in  fummer, 
when  the  rays  of  the  fun  are  intenfely  hot,  and  not 
a  little  increafed  by  the  reflection  of  the  white  fand, 
■wherein  every  ftep  is  almoft  above  the  fhoe,  and  where 
there  is  no  fhade  or  fhelter  to  walk  under,  unlefs  you 
carry  an  umbrella. 

There  is  a  whimfical  circumftance  attends  Wil- 
liamfburg; which  is,  a  part  of  the  town  (that  has 
been  added  to  it  fince  it  was  firft  built)  having  the 
ftreets  laid  out  in  the  form  of  a  W. 

Williamfburg  is  alfo  the  county-town  of  James- 
city  _county  ;  where  the  courts  of  common  pleas  are 
held  rribnthly,  as  they  are  alfo  in  every  county  in  the 
colony '\  which  amount  to  fixty-eight  in  number.  The 
quarter  feflions  are  alfo  held  quarterly  in  each  county. 
Befides  thefe,  there  are  two  courts  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner held  annually  at  Williamfburg;  and  likewife 
two  general  courts  in  April  and  October,  which  re- 
ceive and  determine  appeals  from  every  county,  and 
all  the  inferior  courts,  as  well  as  try  original  caufesfor 
fums  above  twenty  pounds. 

Thefe,  as  alfo  the  courts  of  chancery,  courts  of 
admiralty,  and  affemblies  or  parliaments,  befides  the 
college,  occafion  a  great  refort  or  concourfe  of  peo- 
ple to  Williamfburg;  and  are  indeed  the  chief,  if 
not  the-whole  fupport  of  the  place  :  for  her  fhare  of 
commerce  is  very  inconfiderable,  and  (he  does  not 
poffefs  a  fmgle  manufacture. 

There 
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There  are  races  at  Williamfburg  twice  a  year ; 
that  is,  every  fpring  and  fall,  or  autumn.  Adjoin- 
ing to  the  town  is  a  very  excellent  courfe,  for 
either  two,  three,  or  four  mile  heats.  Their  purfes 
are  generally  railed  by  fublcription,  and  are  gained 
by  the  horfe  that  wins  two  four-mile  heats  out  of 
three  ;  they  amount  to  an  hundred  pounds  each,  for 
the  firft  day's  running,  and  fifty  pounds  each  every 
day  after ;  the  races  commonly  continuing  for  a 
week.  There  are  alfo  matches  and  fweepftakes  very 
often,  for  confiderable  fums.  Befides  thefe  at  Wil- 
liamlburg,  there  are  races  eftablifhcd  annually,  al- 
motl  at  every  town  and  confiderable  place  in  Virgi- 
nia ;  and  frequent  matches,  on  which  large  fums  of 
money  depend  ;  the  inhabitants,  almoft  to  a  man, 
being  quite  devoted  to  the  diverficn  of  horfe- racing. 

Very  capital  horlesare  ftarted  here,  fuch  as  would 
make  no  defpicable  figure  at  Newmarket  ;  nor  is 
their  fpeed,  bottom,  or  blood  interior  to  their  appear- 
ance ;  the  gentlemen  of  Virginia  fparing  no  pains, 
trouble,  or  expence  in  importing  the  beft  ftock,  and 
improving  the  excellence  of  the  breed  by  proper  and 
judicious  crcfling. 

Indeed  nothing  can  be  more  elegant  and  beautiful 
than  the  horfes  bred  here,  either  for  the  turf,  the 
field,  the  road,  or  the  coach  ;  and  they  have  al- 
ways fine  long,  full,  flowing  tails;  but  their  carriage 
horfes  fddom  are  poffeffed  of  that  weightand  power, 
which  dimnguifh  thofe  of  the  fame  kind  in  England. 

Their  flock  is  from  old  Cade,  old  Crab,  old  Part- 
ner, Regulus,  Babraham,  Bofphorue,  Devcnfhire 
Childers,  the  Cullen  Arabian,  the  Cumberland  Ara- 
bian, &c.  in  England  ;  and  a  horfe  from  Arabia, 
named  the  Bellfize,  which  was  imported  into  Ame- 
rica, and  is  now  in  exigence. 

In 
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In  the  fouthern  part  of  the  colony,  and  in  North 
Carolina,  they  are  much  attached  to  quarter-racing* 
which  is  always  a  match  between  two  horfes,  to  run 
one  quarter  ot  a  mile  ftxeight  out;  being  merely  an 
exertion  of  fpeed  ;  and  they  have  a  breed  that  per- 
form it  with  aftonifhing  velocity,  beating  every  other, 
for  that  diftance,  with  great  eafe  ;  but  they  have  no 
bottom.  However,  I  am  confident  that  there  is  not  a 
horfe  in  England,  nor  perhaps  the  whole  world, 
that  can  excel  them  in  rapid  fpeed  :  and  thefe  like- 
wife  make  excellent  faddle  horfes  for  the  road. 

The  Virginians,  of  all  ranks  and  denominations, 
are  exceiTively  fond  of  horfes,  and  efptcially  thofe 
of  the  race  breed.  The  gentlemen  of  fortune  expend 
great  fums  on  their  ftuds,  generally  keeping  handfome 
carriages,  and  feveral  elegant  fets  of  horfes,  2s  well 
as  others  for  the  race  and  road  :  even  the  mofl: 
indigent  perfon  hr.s  his  faddle-horfe,  which  he  rides 
to  every  place,  and  on  every  occafion  ;  for  in  this 
country  r.obodv  walks  on  foot  the  fmalieft  diftance, 
except  when  hunting  :  indeed  a  man  will  frequent- 
ly go  five  miles  to  catch  a  horfe,  to  ride  only  one  mile 
upon  afterwards.  In  fhort,  their  horfes  are  their 
plealure,  and  their  pride. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP  III. 

The  different  beautiful  Situations,  and  Gentlemen's  Seats, 
on  'James  River. 

IN  the  evening,  Mr.  R  and  I  were  unfortu- 
nately feparated,  occafioned  by  a  very  ridiculous 
and  fingular  accident  ;  the  effect  of  which  had  like 
to  have  been  tragical  enough  to  him.  Juft  when  we 
were  ready  to  return  to  the  fhip,  by  fome  miitake, 
wrong  horfes  were  brought  to  the  door  ;  and  not  ob- 
ferving  it,  we  mounted  them  :  thefe  horfes  being  very 
fpirited,  and  Mr.  R  ■  ■,  having  bid  adieu  to 
the  gentlemen  with  whom  we  dined,  fuddenly  clap- 
ped both  his  fpurs  in  his  horfe's  fides,  inadvertently, 
with  great  force  ;  the  horfe  inftantly  reared  up,  and 

fprung  forwards,  leaving  poor  R  upon  the 

ground,  at  the  door,  flat  on  his  back,  with  his  fkull 
almoft  fra&ured.  By  this  means  the  miftake  in  the 
change  of  our  horfes  was  difccvered  and  rectified; 

but  Mr.  R  was  fo  much  hurt,  that  he  was 

obliged  to  be  blooded,  and  carried  into  the  Raleigh 
again,  where  I  left  him  ;  and  was  thereby  reduced 
to  the  neceflity  of  returning  alone  to  the  {hip. 

On  the  ninth  of  Auguff.  the  ihip  got  under  weigh, 
and  proceeded  up  the  river,  palling  the  delightful 
fituations  of  Sandy-Point,  Cabin-Point,  Brandon, 
Flower  de  Hundred,  Maycox,  &c.  on  the  fouth 
fide  ;  and  Swine-Yards,  belonging  to  Mr.  Cole, 
Colonel  Byrd's  beautiful  feat  of  Weflover,  Colonel 
Harrifon's  of  Barclay,  &c.  on  the  north  fide  :  we 
anchored  oppofite  to  City-Point,  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Appamatox  River  and  the  James,  and  about 
an  hundred  and  thirty  miles  within  land,  from  the 
capes  of  Virginia. 

Here 
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Here  the  fecond  mate  was  carried  on  more  to  the 
houfe  of  a  Mrs.  Brown,  having  been  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time  languifhing,  and  in  great  pain,  cccafioned 
by  a  violent  contufion  he  received  by  a  fall  on  the 
deck  from  the  main-yard-arm,  reefing  the  main-faH 
in  a  gile  of  wind  ;  and  foon  after  he  ended  his  days 
there. 

As  the  fhip  was  not  to  go  much  farther  up,  and 
was  to  receive  great  part  of  her  cargo  at  this  place,  I 
hired  a  boat  and  four  negroes,  for  one  dollar  and  a 
half  per  day  (about  fix  fhdlings  and  nine  pence  fieri.) 
and  on  the  tenth  I  lelt  the  fhip  moored,  and  proceed- 
ed up  the  river  in  the  boat ;  propcfing  to  land  at  every 
place  whofe  beauty  of  perfpeftive,  or  fingular  ap- 
pearance of  any  kind,  might  flnke  the  attention,  or 
excite  mycuriofity. 

I  had  almoft  om'rted  to  mention  an  unfortunate 
accident  that  happened  at  this  place,  before  I  left  the 
fhip.  A  young  (ailor,  having  killed  and  cut  up  a  fine 
large  fturgeon  that  had  leaped  cut  of  the  water  and 
fallen  into  the  boat,  along  fide  of  the  fhip,  which 
happens  frequently  here  ;  bringing  in  the  laft  piece 
him'eh",  in  his  hand,  his  foot  flipped  ofF  the  gun- 
wale of  the  boat,  between  which  and  the  fhip  he  fell 
into  the  river,  and  was  never  leen  or  heard  of  more. 

The  principal  fituation*  that  commanded  my  no- 
tice and  admiration,  were  Shirley-Hundred,  a  feat 
of  Charles  Carter,  efq.  at  prelent  in  occupation-  of 
Mr.  Bowler  Cock  :  this  is  indeed  a  charming  place  i 
the  buildings  are  of  brick,  large,  convenient,  and 
expenfive,  but  now  falling  to  decay  ;  they  were 
ere£ted  at  a  great  charge,  by  Mr.  Carter's  father, 
who  was  fecretary  of  the  colony,  and  this  was  his 
favourite  feat  of  refidence.  The  prefer.t  proprietor  has 

a  mcft 
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a  mod  opulent  fortune,  and  pofleffes  fuch  a  variety  of 
feats,  in  fituations  fo  exceedingly  delightful,  that  he 
overlooks  this  fwett  one  of  Shirley,  and  fuffers  it  to 
fall  to  ruin,  although  the  buildings  muft  have  coft  an 
immenfe  fum  in  conftru£ting  ;  and  would  certainly  be 
expenfive  to  keep  in  repair,  which  expence,  how- 
ever, muft  be  greatly  increafed  by  this  neglect. 

Varina,  the  feat  of  Ryland  Randolph,  efq.  a  mod 
lovely  and  delightful  fpot  :  an  elegant  building,  but 
unfinifhed,  occafioned  by  the  owner's  verfatility  of 
tafte,  and  perpetual  alterations. 

Chatfworih,  the  feat  of  William  Randolph,  efq. 
whofe  fa. her  was  furveyor-general  of  the  fouthern 
difti  icf.  of  North  America,  &c.  is  a  very  good  houfe, 
with  an  agreeable  perfpeftive. 

A  Mr.  Miyho's  ;  a  very  pretty  place  alfo. 
All  on  the  north  fide  of  the  James. 

On  the  fouth  fide  are  the  beautiful  little  towns  of 
Bermuda  Hundred,  Ofborn's,  and  Warwick  :  and  a 
feat  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Cary,  a  lovely  fituation, 
who  has  alio  ere&ed  lome  extremely  valuable  mills, 
ironworks,  &c.  of  equal  emolument  and  importance 
to  himfelf  and  the  community.  They  are  fituated 
near  the  town  of  Warwick,  about  five  miles  below 
Richmond,  and  the  falls  of  James  River. 

[Thefe  valuable  mills  and  iron  works  have  been 
fet  fire  to,  and  entirely  deflroyed,  during  the  late  un- 
happy war,  in  1 78 1,  in  an  expedition  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  Arnold.] 

I  flept  on  board  the  boat  ;  and  on  the  ele- 
venth, in  the  forenoon,  landed  at  the  town  of 
Shokoes,  at  the  falls  of  James-River,  and  imme- 
diately difcharged  the  boat. 

I  then  waited  on  Mr.  ■   ,  a  mer- 
chant, at  that  place,  on  whom  I  had  been  fur- 

nifhed 
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nifhed  with  letters  of  credit,  &c.  He  was  at 
home,  and  received  me  with  kindnefs,  attention, 
and  friendfhip.  He  offered  me  apartments  in 
his  houfe,  which  I  accepted,  and  he  feemed 
ftudious  to  lerve  and  amufe  me. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Richmond.    Falls  of  James-River,  &c. 

AT  this  place  the  whole  appearance  of  the  coun- 
try undergoes  a  total  change.  From  the  fea  to 
the  falls,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles, 
there  is  not  a  hill  to  be  feen  ;  fcarcely  an  eminence, 
being  one  continued  flat  level,  without  even  a  {ingle 
ftoneto  be  found  ;  nothing  but  fand  and  (hells  on  the 
Ihores,  and  the  land  confifts  of  loam,  fand,  and  clay, 
but  univerfally  covered  with  woods. 

Here  a  ledge  of  rocks  interrupts  the  whole  ftream 
of  the  river,  for  the  length  of  feven  miles  ;  during 
the  courfe  of  which,  that  vafl:  current  of  water  rufhes 
down,  raging  with  impetuofity,  tumbling  and  dafh- 
ing  from  reck  to  rock,  with  an  aftonifhing  roar,  that 
is  heat d  for  many  miles  diftance.  The  land  fuddenljr 
fwells  into  hills  of  a  great  height,  and  abounds  with 
prodigious  rocks,  and  large  ftones,  as  well  as 
trees. 

On  the  fummits  of  thofe  hills,  moft  of  which 
over-look,  and  many  of  them  over-hang  the  fall- 
ing torrent  of  the  James,  handfome  houfes  are 
built,  which  command  a  wild,  grand,  and  moft 
elegant  perfpe&ive. 

The  James,  here,  is  about  half  a  mile  wide  ; 
the  tide  flows  up  to  the  very  rocks  of  the 
falls,  which  continue  to  interrupt  the  current  for 
the  length  of  feven  miles  above.  There  are  fe- 
veral  iflands  in  the  river  among  the  falls,  which 
are  chiefly  covered  with  wood  and  rocks  ;  but 
are  ot  fmall  extent  :  the  tide  reaches  the  lower  end  of 
•ne  of  thefe  iflands,  which  is  ferviceable  in  check- 
ing 
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ing  the  violence  of  the  torrent  of  the  water  in 
the  falls,  and  thereby  favours  the  paffage  of  the 
ferry  boats  below. 

There  are  three  towns  at  this  place.  Rich- 
mond, the  large  ft,  is  below  the  falls,  and  is  fe- 
parated  only  by  a  creek,  named  Shokoes,  from 
the  town  of  Shokoes,  w  iich  joins  the  lower  end 
of  the  fall-s  ;  thefe  are  both  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  nver  :  on  the  fouth  fide  ftands  the  town  of 
Chefterfield,  beft  known  by  the  name  of  Rocky- 
Rid^e,  from  its  fituation. 

Veflels  of  fmall  bunhen  com?  up  to  the  rocks 
of  the  falls,  and  large  fiiips  come  within  two 
miles  of  them  to  load. 

At  James  town,  the  river  is  between  two  and 
three  milts  wide ;  and  juft  aoove  it  is  always 
frelh  water :  the  breadth  decreafes  gradually  to 
the  falls. 

During  my  refi.ience  at  Richmond,  I  made  feve- 
ral  little  excurfions  around  in  trie  adjacent  coun- 
try, on  vifits  to  feveral  gentlemen,  who  honoured 
me  with  invitations.  Among  thofe,  from  whom  I 
received  particular  attention  and  civilities,  were 
Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  of  Tuckahoe,  efq.  R. 
Good,  of  Chefterfield,  efq.  Mr.  Cary,  &c 

I  alfo  rode  as  far  as  Weftham,  a  fmall  town 
on  the  James,  feven  miles  above  Richmond,  ju£l 
where  the  falls  commence.  Tobacco,  the  grand 
ftaple  of  Virginia,  is  navigated  down  the  river 
from  the  back  country  to  Weftham,  in  hogf- 
heads  of  a  thoufand  pounds  weight  each,  ready 
for  exportation,  every  hogfhead  upon  two  canoei 
lalhed  together  ;  then  it  is  brought  by  land-car- 
riage to  Shokoes,  or  Richmond,  as  the  falls  totally 
intercept  and  preclude  all  communication  by  water 
for  their  continuance  of  feven  miles. 

In 
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In  floods,  an  immenfe  body  of  water  comes  down 
♦he  James,  which  fwells  to  a  great  height  and 
aftonifhing  widenefs,  overflowing  all  the  low  ground 
for  many  miles  ;  but  at  the  falls,  where  the 
mountains  arife  abruptly  on  each  fide,  and  con- 
fine the  river  within  more  narrow  bounds,  the 
noife,  violence,  and  impetuofity  of  the  torrent,  is 
not  to  be  deicnbed.  It  is  dreaafully  tremendous 
and  awful. 

It  feems  that  once,  when  the  river  was  in  fuch  a 
ftate,  a  man,  who  was  bringing  down  his  tobacco  to 
market,  inftead  of  landing  at  Weftham,  being 
quite  intoxicated  with  fpirituous  liquor,  was  car- 
ried down  the  torrent  ;  and,  amazing  to  think 
on  !  arrived  fafe  at  Shokoes  warehoufe-wharf  be- 
low, with  his  tobacco  ;  having  been  brought 
to  the  more,  after  he  had  got  over  all  the  falls, 
by  boats  fent  out  from  thence  to  his  afliftance, 
by  thofe,  who  with  aftonifliment  and  horror, 
obferved  him  in  his  dreadful  rapid  defcent  and 
paflage  over  them.  When  he  was  brought  to 
the  ftiore,  he  was  ftill  in  a  ftate  of  infenfibility  and 
ftupefa&ion,  occafioned  by  inebriation  and  terror. 

This  is  indeed  one  of  the  mod  extraordinary 
accidents  that  has  occurred,  or  perhaps  was  ever 
heard  of ;  but  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  the 
fa£t,  as  it  was  related  to  me,  and  vouched  for, 
by  feveral  perfons  of  credit  and  veracity,  who 
were  eye-witnefles  of  this  Angular  event. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Inhabitants.  Climate,  Sky.  Thunder  and  Lightning. 
Face  oj  the  Country.  Bullfrogs.  Strange  and  tre- 
mendous Sounds.    Inthantment.  Negroes. 

THE  cufloms  and  manner  of  living  of  mod  of 
the  white  inhabitants  here,  I  muft  confefs,  did 
nut  a  little  furprife  me;  being  inactive,  languid,  and 
enervating  to  the  laft  degree. 

indeed  the  whole  appearance  of  the  country,  and 
face  of  nature,  is  ftrikingly  novel  and  charming  to 
an  European,  efpecially  to  a  Briton. 

The  air,  the  fky,  the  water,  the  land,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants, being  two-thirds  blacks,  are  objects  entirely  dif- 
rent  from  all  that  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  lee  before. 
The  fky  clear  and  ferene,  very  ieldom  over-caft,  or 
any  haze  to  be  obferved  in  the  atmolphere  ;  the  rains 
falling  in  torrents,  and  the  clouds  immediately  difperf- 
ing.    Frequent  dreadfui  thunder  in  loud  contending 
peals;  thunder  gufts  happening  often  daily,  and  al- 
ways within  every  two  or  three  days,  at  this  leafon 
of  the  year.    Erufcations  and  flames  of  lightning, 
conftantly  fucceeding  each  other,  in  quick  and  rapid 
tranfiiions.    The  air  dry,  and  intenfely  hot  in.  the 
fummer,  cold  and  piercing  in  the  winter,  and  al- 
ways keen  and  penetrating.   During  the  night,  thou- 
fands  of  lights,  like  bright  burning  candles,  being 
large  winged  infe&s  called  fire-flies,  gliding  through 
the  air  in  every  direction  ;  frequently  vanifhing,  and 
perpetually  fucceeded  by  new  ones.    The  rivers, 
large  expanfes  of  water,   of  enormous  extent,  and 
Ipreading  under  the  eye  as  far  as  it  can  comprize  ;  na- 
ture here  being  on  fuch  a  fcale,  that  what  are  called 
great  rivers  in  Europe,  are  here  confidered  only  as  in- 

confiderable 
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confiderable  creeks  or  rivulets.  The  land,  an  im- 
menfe  foreft,  extended  on  a  flat  plain,  almoft  with- 
out bounds ;  or  arifing  into  abrupt  aicents,  and  at 
length  fwelling  into  ftupenduous  mountains,  interlperf- 
ed  with  rocks  and  precipices,  yet  covered  with  vene- 
rable trees,  hoary  with  age,  and  torn  with  tempefts. 
The  mountains  fuddenly  broken  through,  and  feve- 
red by  mighty  rivers,  raging  in  torrents  at  the  bottom 
of  the  tremenduous  chafm,  or  gliding  in  awfull  ma- 
jeftic  filence  along  the  deep  vallies  between  them. 
The  agriculture  on  the  plantations  is  different  from 
every  thing  in  Europe  ;  being  either  tobacco,  three 
feet  high,  with  the  plants  a  yard  apart ;  or  Indian 
corn,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  feet  between  each  ftalk, 
in  regular  flreight  rows,  or  avenues,  frequently 
twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in  height. 

While  the  mind  is  filled  with  aftonifhment,  and 
novel  objects,  all  the  fenfes  are  gratified. 

The  flowery  fhrubs  which  over-fpread  the  land, 
regale  the  fmell  with  oderiferous  perfumes :  and  fruits 
of  exquifite  relifh  and  flavour,  delight  the  tafte,  and 
afford  a  mod  grateful  refrefhment. 

The  prodigious  multitude  of  green  frogs,  reptiles, 
and  large  infefts,  on  the  trees,  as  well  as  the  bull- 
frogs in  the  fwamps,  ponds,  and  places  of  water, 
during  the  fpring,  fummer,  and  fall,  nuke  an  in- 
ceffant  noife  and  clamour;  the  bull-frogs,  in  parti- 
cular, emitting  a  moft  tremendous  roar,  louder  than 
the  bellowing  of  a  bull,  from  the  fimiliarity  of  whofe 
voice  they  obtained  their  name ;  but  their  note  is 
harfh,  ionorous,  and  abrupt,  frequently  appearing  to 
pronounce  .articulate  founds,  in  ftriking  refemblance 
to  the  following  words,  Hogfloead tobacco.  Knee  deep. 
Ancle  deep.  Deeper  and  deeper.  Piankitank,  and 
many  others;  but  all  equally  grating  and  diffbnant. 
They  furprize  a  man  exceedingly,  as  he  will  hear 

their, 
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their  hoarfe,  loud,  bellowing  clamor  juft  by  him, 
and  fometimes  all  around  him,  yet  he  cannot  dif- 
cover  from  whence  it  proceeds;  they  being  all  co- 
vered in  water,  and  juft  raifing  their  mouth  only 
a  little  above  the  furface  when  they  roar  out,  then 
inftantly  draw  it  under  again.  They  are  of 
the  fixe  of  a  man's  foot. 

Nor  can  you  perceive  the  animals  from  whence 
the  founds  in  the  trees  proceed,  they  beinj  moft 
effectually  hid  among  the  leaves  and  branches.  So 
that  at  firft  this  abfolutely  appears  to  be  a  country 
of  enchantments. 

As  I  obferved  befori,  at  leaft  two  thirds  of 
the  inhabitants  are  negroes,  whofe  difference  of 
features  and  colour,  and  rank  offenfive  fmell,  are 
extremely  difagreeable  and  difguftful  to  Europe- 
ans: but,  poor  creatures!  they  are  all  humility 
and  fubmiffion  ;  and  it  is  the  greateft  pleafure  of 
their  lives,  when  they  can  pleafe  the  whites. 

You  cannot  understand  all  of  them,  as  great 
numbers,  being  Africans,  are  incapable  of  acqui- 
ring our  language,  and  at  beft  but  very  imperfectly, 
if  at  all ;  many  of  the  others  alfo  fpeak  a  mixed 
dialect  between  the  Guinea  and  Englifh. 

It  is  fortunate  for  humanity,  that  thefe  poor 
creatures  poffefs  fuch  a  fund  of  contentment  and 
refignation  in  their  minds;  for  they  indeed  feem  to 
be  the  happieft  inhabitants  in  America,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  hardnefs  of  their  fare,  the  feverity 
of  their  labour,  and  the  unkindnefs,  ignominy, 
and  often  barbarity  of  their  treatment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Manner  of  Life  of  each.  Rank  of  the  Inhabitants. 

TO  give  an  kiea  of  the  manner  in  which  a 
white  man  fpends  his  time  in  this  country, 
a  defcription  is  neceflary  of  each  degree  in  life. 

The  gentleman  of  fortune  fifes  about  nine 
o'clock  ;  he  perhaps  may  make  an  exertion  to  walk 
as  far  as  his  {tables  to  fee  his  horfes,  which  is 
feldom  more  than  fifty  yards  from  his  houfe;  he 
returns  to  breakfaff,  between  nine  and  ten,  which 
is  generally  tea  or  coffee,  bread  and  butter,  and 
very  thin  flices  of  venifon-ham,  or  hung  beef. 
He  then  lies  down  on  a  pallat,  on  the  floor,  in  the 
cooleft  room  in  the  houfe,  in  hh  fhirt  and  troufers 
only,  with  a  negro  at  his  head,  and  another  at 
his  feet,  to  fan  him,  and  keep  off  the  flies  ;  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  he  takes  a  draught  of  bombo, 
or  toddy,  a  liquor  compofed  of  water,  fugar,  rum, 
and  nutmeg,  which  is  made  weak,  and  kept  cool : 
lie  dines  between  two  and  three,  and  at  every 
table,  whatever  elfe  there  mav  be,  a  ham  and 
greens  or  cabbage  is  always  a  ftanding  difh  ;  at 
dinner  he  drinks  cyder,  toddy,  punch,  port,  cla- 
ret, and  madeira,  which  is  generally  excellent  here  : 
having  drank  fome  few  glafles  or  wine  after  din- 
ner, he  returns  to  his  pallar,  with  his  two  blacks 
to  fan  him,  and  continues  to  drink  toddy,  or 
fangaree,  all  the  afternoon:  he  does  not  always 
drink  tea  ;  between  nine  and  ten  in  the  evening, 
he  eats  a  light  fupper  of  milk  and  fruit,  or  wine, 
fugar,  and  fruit,  and  almoll  immediately  retires  to 
bed,  for  the  night  ;  in  which,  if  it  be  not  furnifh- 
Vol.  I.  C  cJ 
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*n!  with  mufkcloe  curtains,  he  is  generally  Co  mo- 
lefted  with  the  heat,  and  harraffed  and  tormented 
uith  thole  pernicious  infects  the  mufketoes,  that 
he  receives  very  little  refrefhment  from  fleep. 

Tiiis  is  his  general  way  of  living  in  his  famih', 
when  he  has  no  company.  No  doubt,  many  dif- 
fer from  it,  fome  in  one  refpeci,  fome  in  another ; 
but  more  follow  it  than  do  not. 

The  lower,  and  many  of  the  middling  claffes, 
live  very  difFerendy.  A  man  in  this  line  rifes  in 
the  morning  about  fix  o'clock  ;  he  then  drinks  a 
julap,  made  of  rum,  water,  and  fugar,  but  very 
flrong  ;  then  he  walks,  or  more  generally  rides, 
round  his  plantation,  views  all  his  (lock,  and  all 
his  crop,  breakfafts  about  ten  o'clock,  on  cold 
turkey,  cold  meat,  fiied  homminy,  toad  and  cyder, 
ham,  bread  and  butter,  tea,  coffee,  or  chocolate, 
which  laft,  however,  is  feldom  tafied  but  by  the 
women  ;  the  red  of  the  day  he  fpends  much  in 
the  fame  manner  before  defcribed  in  a  man  of  the 
firfl  rank,  only  cyder  fupplies  the  place  of  wine  at 
dinner,  and  he  eats  no  fupper ;  they  never  even 
think  of  it.  The  women  very  feldom  drink  tea  in 
the  afternoon  ;  the  men  never. 

The  poor  negroe  flaves  alone  work  hard,  and  fare 
ftill  harder.  It  is  aftonifhing,  and  unaccountable 
to  conceive  what  an  amazing  degree  of  fatigue 
thefe  poor,  but  happy,  wretches  do  undergo,  and 
can  fupport.  He  is  called  up  in  the  morning  at 
day  break,  and  is  feldom  allowed  time  enough  to 
fwallow  three  mouthfuls  of  homminy,  or  hoe- 
cake,  but  is  driven  out  immediately  to  the  field 
to  hard  labour  ;  at  which  he  continues  without  in- 
termiffion,  until  noon  ;  and  it  is  obferved,  as  a 
fingular  circumftance,  that  they  always  carry  out 
a  piece  of  fire  with  them,  and  kindle  one juft  by 

their 
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their  work,  let  the  weather  be  ever  fo  hot  and 
Ailtry.  About  noon  is  the.  time  he  eats  his 
dinner,  and  he  is  ftldom  allowed  an  hour  for  that 
purpofe.  His  meal  confifts  of  homminy  and 
fait,  and,  if  his  matter  be  a  man  of  humanity, 
he  has  a  little  fat,  flcimmed  milk,  rufty  bacon, 
or  fait  herring  to  relifh  his  homminy,  or  hoe- 
cake,  which  kind  matters  allow  their  flavcs  twice 
a  week  :  but  the  number  of  thofe,  it  is  much 
to  be  lamented,  are  very  few  ;  for  the  poor  flave 
generally  fares  the  worfe  for  his  mafter's  riches, 
which  confiding  of  land  and  negroes,  their  num- 
bers increafe  their  hardfhips,  and  diminilh  their 
value' to  the  proprietor,,  the  expence  precluding 
an  exterifion  of  indulgence  and  liberality. 

They  then  return  to  fevere  labour,  which  con- 
tinues in  the  field  until  dufk  in. the  evening,  when 
-ihev  repair  to  the  tobacco-houfes,  where  each 
has  his  talk  in  (Tripping  allotted  him,  that  em- 
ploys him'  for  (cme  hours.  If  it  be  found,  next 
morning,  that,  he  has  neg!e<51ed,  flighted,  or  not 
performed,  bis- labour,  he  is  tied  up,  and  receives 
^  numbercof  lafhes  on-  his  bare  back,  moft  fe- 
vcrely.'itifU&ed,  at  thei  difcretion  of  thofe  unfeel- 
ing fons  of  barbarity,;  the  overfeers,  who  are 
permitted  to  exeicite  an  unlimited  dominion  over 
tliem.  ' 

It  is  late  at  night  before  he  returns  to  his  fe- 
cond  fc.inty  meal,  and  even  the  time  taken  up 
at  if,  encronches  upon  his  hours  of  Jlee;p,  which, 
altogether,  do  never  exceed  eight  in  number,  for 
■eating  and  reppfe. 

But  inflead  of  retiring  to  reft,  es  might  na- 
iuriilly  be  concluded  he  would  be  glad  to  do,,  he 
generally  fets  out  from  heme,  and  walks  fix  or 
kven  miles  in  the  niy;ht,  be  the  weather  ever  fo 
C  2  lull  ry, 
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fultry,  to  a  negroe  dance,  in  which  he  performs  with 
allcnifhing  agility,  and  the  moil  vigorous  ex- 
ertions, keeping  time  and  cadence,  moft  ex- 
adly,  with  the  mufic  of  a  banjor,  (a  large 
hollow  inftrument  with  three  firings),  and  a 
quaqua  (fomewhat  refembling  a  drum),  until 
he  exhaufts  himfelf,  and  fcarcely  has  time,  or 
llrength,  to  return  home  before  the  hour  he  is 
called  forth  to  toil  next  morning. 

When  he  fleeps,  his  comforts  are  equally  mi- 
serable and  limited  ;  for  he  lies  on  a  bench,  or  on 
the  ground,  with  only  an  old  fcanty  fingle  blan- 
ket, and  not  always  even  that,  to  ferve  both  for 
his  bed  and  his  covering.  Nor  is  his  cloathing 
lefs  niggardly  and  wretched,  being  nothing  but 
a  fhirt  and  troufers,  made  of  coarfe  thin  hard 
hempen  fluff  in  the  fumrher,  with  the  addition 
of  a  fordid  woollen  jacket,  breeches,  and  fhoes, 
in  the  winter. 

The  female  flaves  fare,  labour,  and  repofe,  juft 
in  the  fame  manner  ;  even  when  they  breed, 
which  is  generally  every  two  cr  three  years, 
they  feldom  lofe  more  than  a  week's  work  thereby, 
either  in  the  delivery,  or  fuckling  the  child. 

In  fubmiflion  to  injury  and  infults,  they  are 
likewife  obliged  to  be  entirely  paflive,  nor  dare 
any  of  them  refill,  or  even  defend  himfelf  againft 
the  whites,  if  they  fhould  attack  him  without  the 
fmallefl  provocation  ;  for  the  law  dire&s  a  ne- 
groe's  arm  to  be  {truck  off,  who  raifes  it  againft 
a  white  perfen,  fhould  it  be  only  in  his  own  de- 
fence, againft  the  moft  wanton  and  wicked 
barbarity  and  outrage. 

Yet  notvvithftanding  this  degrading  fituation, 
and  rigid  feverity  to  which  fate  has  fubje&ed 
this  wretched  race,  they  are  certainly  devoid  of 
care,  and  actually  appear  jovial,  contented,  and 
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happy.  Fortunate  it  is  indeed  for  them,  that  they 
are  bleffed  with  this  eafy,  fatisfied  difpofition  of 
mind,  elle  human  nature,  unequal  to  the  weight, 
muft  fink  under  the  prcflfuxe  of  fuch  complicated 
mifery  and  v/retchednefs. 

Having  had  occafion  more  than  once,  to  men- 
tion homminy,  hoe-cake,  csV,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper at  this  time  to  obferve,  that  homminy  is 
an  American  difh,  made  of  Indian  corn,  freed 
from  the  hulks,  boiled  whole,  along  with  a  fmall 
proportion  of  a  large  kind  of  French  beans,  until 
it  becomes  almoft  a  pulp  :  it  is  in  general  ufe,  and 
to  my  tafte,  very  agreeable.  Hoe-cake  is  Indian 
corn,  ground  into  meal,  kneaded  into  dough,  and 
baked  on  a  hot,  broad,  iron  hoe.  This  is  alfo  in 
common  ufe,  and  to  my  palate,  extremely  harfh. 
and  unpleafant. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Hou'es.  Ordinaries,  or  bins.  A  Jl range  Animal. 
Hlack  Snakes.  Devour  Frogs  and  Mice.  Fafcinate 
Birds  in  the  air.    Fiyng  Squirrels,  &c. 

TH  E  houfes  here  are  almoft  all  of  wood, 
covered  with  the  fame  ;  the  roof  with  fhin- 
gles,  the  fides  and  ends  with  thin  boards,  and  not 
always  lathed  and  plaiftered  within ;  only  thofe  of 
the  better  fort  are  finifhed  in  that  manner,  and 
painted  on  the  outfide.  The  chimnejs  are  fome- 
times  of  brick,  but  more  commonly  of  wood,  coat- 
ed on  the  infide  with  clay.  The  windows  of  the 
beft  fort  have  glafs  in  them  ;  the  reft  have  none, 
and  only  wooden  fhutters. 

There  is  no  diftinclion  here  between  inn*,  ta- 
verns, ordinaries,  and  public-houfes;  they  are  all 
in  one,  and  are  known  by  the  appellation  of 
taverns,  public-houfes,  or  ordinaries,  which,  in  the 
general  acceptance  of  the  names  here,  are  fy- 
nonimous  terms.  They  are  all  very  indifferent 
indeed,  compared  with  the  inns  in  England  :  and 
three-fourths  of  them  are  in  reality  little  better 
than  mere  flickers  from  the  weather ;  yet  the 
worft  of  them  is  by  no  means  deficient  in  charg- 
ing high. 

When  a  perfon  arrives  at  Richmond,  his  ears 
are  continually  affailed  with  the  prodigious  ncife 
and  roaring  of  the  falls,  which  almoft  ftuns  him, 
and  prevents  him  from  fleeping  for  feveral  nights, 
it  being  a  confiderable  time  before  he  becomes 
habituated  to  it. 

My 
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My  principal  amufement  was  walking  :  I  took 
great  delight  in  wandering  alone  among  the  rocks 
and  folitary  romantic  fituations,  around  the  falls. 
In  thefe  excurfions  1  always  carried  a  book  in  my 
pocket,  and  when  I  came  to  any  place  that  com- 
manded my  attention,  either  from  the  wildneis 
and  grandeur  of  the  perfpcclive,  or  from  the  ob- 
krvation  of  the  raging  torrent  below,  after  ad- 
miring the  beauties  of  the  fcene,  I  would  frequent- 
ly lie  down  in  the  (hade,  and  amufe  myfelf  with 
reading,  until  I  infenfibly  dropt  afleep.  This 
was  my  daily  recreation,  which  I  never  ne- 
gleaed. 

But  I  was  once  extremely  furprifed  at  behold- 
ing, as  foon  as  1  opened  my  eyes,  a  prodigious 
large  fmke  within  a  few  feet  of  me,  balking  him- 
felf  in  the  fun.  He  was  jet  black,  with  a  copper- 
coloured  belly,  very  fine  fparkling  eyes,  and  at  leaft 
feven  feet  long.  However  he  did  me  no  injury ; 
for  I  did  not  difturb  him,  nor  did  he  moleft  me} 
but  as  foon  as  he  heard  the  i uftling  of  the  leaves, 
on  my  moving,  he  went  of  with  great  precipi- 
tation and  fpeed. 

Another  time,  whilft  I  was  reading  in  a  very 
folitary  retired  place  among  the  rocks  and  trees, 
on  hearing  fome  little  noife  near  me,  I  looked 
around,  and  juft  had  the  glimpfe  of  a  very  ftrange 
and  lingular  animal,  fuch  as  1  had  never  feen  even 
any  refemblance  of  before.  It  appeared  to  me 
more  like  a  fiddle  with  feet,  than  any  thing 
elie  that  I  know;  the  fight  I  had  of  it  was  juft  as 
it  was  running  behind  a  rock.  I  fought  there,  and 
every  where  for  it  immediately,  to  no  purpofe, 
for  I  could  not  difcover  even  a  trace  thereof  re- 
maining. 

C  4  When 
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When  I  returned,  I  mentioned  what  I  had 
feen;  but  no  one,  from  my  defcription,  could 
inform  me  what  animal  it  was*. 

However,  nothing  is  more  common  here  than 
the  black  Inake.  He  is  very  bold  and  daring  ;  yet,  to 
the  human  race,  entirely  harmlefs  and  inoffen- 
five;  nor  is  his  bite  poifonous,  and  is  as  readily 
cured  as  the  fcratch  of  a  briar  :  notwithftanding 
which,  it  is  faid,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  he 
is  mafter  of  all  other  fnakes  ;  even  the  rattle-fnake 
fubmits  to  him.  This  fuperiority  arifes  from  the 
ftrength  and  power  of  his  mufcles,  for  he  infinu- 
ates  himfelf  in  I'piral  wreaths  around  his  antago- 
nift,  and  then  contra&ing,  by  that  means  conquers 
or  kills  him.  His  prey,  for  food,  he  fwallows 
whole. 

It  is  confidently  reported,  and  univerfally  credit- 
ed, that  they  devour  fquirrels,  and  that  they  have 
been  found  with  fquirrels  whole  in  their  bellies. 
I  myfelf  have  feen  them  fwallow  frogs  of  a  very 
large  C\ze.  After  the  frog  isalmoft  wholly  in,  if 
you  ftiike  the  fnake,  he  will  inftantly  difgorge  it, 
and  the  frog  will  leap  away. 

The  black  fnakes  are  particularly  ferviceab'e  in 
deftro)  ing  rats  and  mice,  which  they  feek  after  very 
eagerly,  and  devour  for  food :  for  this  purpofe, 
they  are  even  more  ufeful  than  cats,  becaufe,  by 
their  (lender  form  and  peculiar  make,  they  are  en- 
abled to  purfue  thefe  vermin  into  their  lurking  holes 
and  hiding  places,  which  they  generally  do,  and 
thereby  at  once  deftroy  the  whole  progeny. 

But  the  Americans,  one  and  all,  have  fuch  an 
averfion  and  antipathy  to  the  very  appearance  of 
the  whole  fpecies,  that  notwithftanding  this  kind 

*For  a  defcription  ef"  this  animal,  fee  chap,  xliii. 
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of  ferpents  are  abfolutely  harmlefs,  and  indeed 
extremely  ferviceable  for  the  purpofes  juft  menti- 
oned, yet  they  are  as  eager  to  kill  and  deilroy 
them,  as  the  moil  noxious,  virulent,  and  deleteri- 
ous of  the  fpecies,  the  rattle,  moccaffon,  and  horn- 
fnakes. 

I  have  heard  many  ilrang  relations  of  the  power 
of  fnakes,  in  charming  birds,  and  drawing  them 
down  out  of  the  air,  to  devour  them,  by  a  certain 
fafcination  in  their  eyes.  To  thefe  tale's  I  former- 
ly gave  no  credit  ;  but  I  have  now  had  convicYion 
of  their  truth,  by  frequent  ocular  demonflration. 

I  have  obferved  a  little  bird,  fluttering  in  the  air, 
within  a  fmall  compafs,  gradually  descending  until 
it  came  down  on  a  bufh,  then  hopping  from  fpray 
tofpray,  every  time  lower,  conffantly  fending  forth 
a  tremulous,  doleful  note,  expreflive  of  dread  and 
furprife,  until  at  length  it  would  drop  into  the  jaws 
of  a  fnake  on  the  ground,  that  was  gaping  open 
ready  to  devour  it. 

On  fuch  occafions,  I  always  flruck  the  fnake,  and 
the  inftant  he  moved,  the  bird  became  liberated 
from  his  fafcination,  flying  away  with  the  greater!: 
alertnefs,  and  chirp,  and  lbar  over  my  head  in  the 
airj  fotf  iome  little  diftance,  as  if  grateful  for  its 
deliverance  from  fo  formidable  an  enemy.  This 
very  extraordinary  circumilance  I  have  taken  par- 
ticular notice  of  feveralditferent  times. 

Squirrels  of  many  various  kinds  abound 
prodigioufly,  but  the  grey  fox-fquirrels  are  the 
moil  plenty,  and  moil  common :  you  may  fee 
them  anywhere  in  the  woods,  and  at  anytime, 
jumping  from  tree  to  tree,  and  makinr  mofl  afto- 
nifhing  leaps,  often  fifteen,  twenty,  and  fometimes 
thirty  feet,  from  cr.e  branch  to  another.  Thefe 
are  the  Urged,  but  the  flying-fquirrcl,  though 
C  5  much 
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much  fmaller,  jumps  twice  as  far ;  and  indeed  he 
takes  fuch  prodigious  vaults,  that  he  feems  to  fly, 
and  appears  to  have  wings,  but  they  are  only  an 
expansion  of  fome  loofe  Ikin  on  each  fide  of  him, 
which  affords  him  fome  little  fupport  in  the  air, 
and  breaks  his  fall  when  he  miffes  his  hold,  which 
indeed  is  very  feldom. 

The  moft  beautiful  of  the  whole  fpecies  is  the 
ground  fquirrel,  which  is  fmall,  and  moft  delicate- 
ly ftriped  with  conrtafts  of  darker  and  lighter 
(hades. 
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Quality  and  Appearance  of  Soil.  Wheat.  Indian- 
Corn.  Tobacco.  Peter/burg.  Falls  of  Appomat- 
tox. Blandford.  Pokahuntas.  Indian  Emperor's 
Daughter.  Randolph  and  Boiling  Families.  The 
River  Apbamattox. 

TH  E  mod  commanding  and  excellent  fituati- 
ons  about  Richmond  are,  the  feat  of  a  Mr. 
Adams,  on  the  fummit  of  the  hill  which  over-looks 
the  town;  and' Belvidera,  an  elegant  villa  belong- 
ing to  the  late  colonel  William  Bird,  of  Weftover, 
who  formerly  pofleffed  a  princely  fortune  in  Ame- 
rica, and  was  almoft  the  fole  proprietor  of  all  the 
land  adjoining  the  falls,  for  many  miles,  even  a- 
bove  Weftham. 

Juft  below  the  falls  there  are  very  lucrative 
fifheries,  on  each  fide  of  the  river  ;  as  there  are 
many  moe  on  the  James  in  different  places,  that 
yield  great  piofit  to  the  owners. 

On  the  louth  fide  are  moft  valuable  mills  and 
iron-works,  which  are  worked  by  means  of  a  ca- 
nal, cut  from  the  adjoining  falls  of  the  James. 

The  low  grounds  on  the  James  are  extremely 
rich  and  fertile,  producing  vaft  quantities  of  Indi- 
an-corn, wheat,  and  tobacco.  The  foil  is  of  a 
darkredifh  colour,  and  one  toot  and  a  half  deep  pure 
loam. 

The  high  land  is  of  an  inferior  quality,  yet  fuf- 
ficiently  fertile  to  produce  good  crops  of  tobacco, 
wheat,  and  Indian  corn  ;  fome  of  it  is  of  a  rcdilh 
colour,  mixed  with  clay,  which  is  the  befl  j  and 
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the  worft  is  of  a  light  brown,  intermixed  with 
land. 

The  low  grounds  yield  an  increafe  in  wheat  of 
twenty-five,  thirty,  and  fometimes  thirty-five 
bufliels,  from  one  of  feed  :  the  high  land  from 
eight  to  fifteen  for  one.  This  is  generally  the 
produce  of  one  acre.  Much  about  the  fame 
quantity  of  Indian  corn  is  produced  from  an  acre, 
according  to  the  quality  and  excellence  of  the  foil, 
though  it  does  not  require  more  than  a  peck  of 
feed  to  plant  it.  The  produce  of  an  acre,  in  the 
culture  of  tobacco,  in  the  beft  land,  is  about 
fixteen  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  weight:  on  the 
word,  about  five  hundred  pounds  weight.  An 
acre  always  contains  nearly  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  hills  of  Indian-corn,  with  two,  three,  and 
fometimes,  in  ftrong  land,  four  ftalks  in  each  hill ; 
or  about  five  thoufand  plants  of  tobacco. 

Above  the  falls,  the  high  land  becomes  again 
tolerably  level,  and  is  equal  in  height  to  the  lum- 
mit  of  the  firft  hills. 

The  towns  of  Richmond  and  Shokoes  are  in 
Henrico  county  ;  and  Chefterfield,  or  Rocky 
Bridge,  is  in  the  County  of  Chefterfield. 

On  the  twenty-eight  of  Auguft,  I  fet  out  on  a 
journey  to  the  fouthward,  and  as  there  is  no  fuch 
thing  as  poft-chaifes  to  be  obtained  in  all  America 
to  hire,  and  not  having  furnifhed  myfelf  with 
horfes  at  Richmond,  becaufe  I  was  informed  that 
I  could  purchafe  them  much  better  and  cheaper  at 
Peterfburg,  which  was  about  twenty-five  miles 
diftant,  and  direftly  in  my  way,  I  rode  a  horfe  of 

Mr.  's  who  preffed  me  to  make  ufe  of 

him. 

I  was  fortunate  in  the  company  of  a  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, who  was  aifo  going  as  far  as  I'eterfburg. 

We 
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Wecroffedthe  James  in  the  ferry-boat,  early  in  the 
morning,  rode  through  the  towns  of  Rocky- 
bridge,  and  Warwick,  which  is  about  five  miles 
from  it. 

We  halted  at  a  town  named  Ofborn's,  eight 
miles  farther  on,  to  bait  our  ho-(es,  after  paffing 
Chefterfield  county  court-houfe,  and  a  church, 
or  chapel,  at  this  little  town.  Here  we  dined, 
and  in  the  afternoon,  mounting  our  horfes,  we 
arrived  at  Blandford,  having  croffed  the  Appomat- 
tox river,  on  a  lofty  wooden  bridge,  at  the  town 
of  Pokahuntas. 

Here  we  put  up  at  Boyd's,  which  is  the  beft 
houfe  of  public  entertainment  in  the  place. 

I  {hall  never  forget  the  prodigious  and  inceftant 
noife  and  clamour  that  continually  affailed  my  ears, 
during  the  whole  of  this  day's  ride,  proceeding 
from  the  green  frogs,  and  a  multitude  of  other  large 
infe&s  on  the  trees,  and  the  bull-frogs  in  the  I  wamps 
and  places  of  water,  on  both  fides  of  the  road.  1 
was  perpetually  queftioning  Mr.  Buchanan  if  they 
were  not  birds;  and  was  aftonifhed  that  I  could 
not  poflibly  diicover  one  of  them:  but  the  noife 
of  the  bull-frogs  was  abfolulely  tremendous. 

Here,  at  the  falls  of  the  river  Appamattox,  are 
three  towns,  viz.  Blandford,  Petersburg,  and  Po- 
kahuntas. 

Over  the  river,  jufl:  below  the  falls,  there  is  a 
large  wooden  bridge,  at  the  town  of  Pokahuntas 
which  flands  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  named 
after  the  famed  Indian  emperor,  or  chief,  Pow- 
hattan  (which  is  alio  the  Indian  appellation  of  the 
river  James),  who  gave  all  the  land  around  this 
pLce,  as  a  portion  in  marriage,  with  his  daughter 
Pokahuntas,  to  an  anceftor  of  the  preltnt  Ran- 
dolph and  Boiling  families,  from  which  ancient 

royal 
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royal  blood,  a  branch  of  the  Randolphs,  and  the 
whole  of  the  Boilings  (two  of  the  moft  refpe&a- 
ble  houfes  in  Virginia),  are  actually  defcended. 

On  the  louth  fide  of  the  river  is  the  town  of 
Peterfburg,  fituated  under  a  hill,  amongft  rocks, 
and  is  extremely  unhealthy. 

A  little  difta*  ,  perhaps  half  a  mile  below, 
on  the  fouth  fide  alfo  of  the  Appamattox,  ftands 
the  charming  pretty  tOvvn  of  Blandford,  in  a 
beautiful  plain,  on  the  river  blink,  on  a  very 
pleafant  and  delightful  Ipot. 

The  town  of  Pokahuntas  is  in  Chefterfield 
county;  Peterfburg  is  in  the  county  of  Dinwiddie, 
in  the  lower  corner  ;  and  Blandford  ftands  in  the 
upper  end  of  Prince  George's  county  ;  but  nei- 
ther of  them  is  a  county-town. 

The  principal  tobacco  trade  in  America  centers 
at  Peterfburg,  or  Boiling's  Point,  which  it  is  ge- 
nerally called,  from  the  name  of  a  family  ( a 
branch  of  whofe  origin  I  havejuft  related),  to 
which  the  greater  part  of  the  town  and  adjoining 
lands  belong. 

It  is  fomething  remarkable,  that  no  child  born 
at  this  place  ever  grew  up  to  maturity,  excepting 
the  prefent  proprietor,  Mr  Boiling,  whofe  feat 
over-looks  Peterfburg  and  the  adjacent  country 
and  river  ;  which  is  occafioned  by  the  tnfalubri- 
ty  of  the  air,  and  the  exlreme  unhealthinefs  of 
the  fituation. 

There  are  alfo  fome  valuable  mills  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  this  place,  erected  by  Mr.  Bannifter,  a 
very  public  fpinted  man,  who  refides  in  an  ele- 
gant houfe  near  Peterfburg,  which  are  carried  on 
by  means  of  a  canal,  cut  from  the  neigbouring 
falls  of  the  Appamattox. 

The 
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The  Appamattox  is  a  fmall  river,  much  about 
the  fize  of  the  Thames,  and  runs  into  the  James 
at  City  Point,  about  twelve  miles,  in  a  direct 
line,  below  Blandford.  Sailing  veflels,  floops, 
fchooners,  and  flats,  or  lighters,  come  up  to  the 
bridge  at  the  falls  ;  but  (hips  of  burden  take  in 
their  cargoes  five  and  eight  miles  below. 

In  Blandford  I  found  an  excellent  ordinary  at 
Boyd's,  and  a  tolerably  agreeable  mixed  company 
of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Amongft  the  reft  were 
a  couple  of  old  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  was  a 
major  in  the  army,  with  gay  young  wives,  who 
did  not  feem  altogether  at  eaie,  nor,  in  all  pro- 
bability, had  they  every  reafon  to  be  fo :  how- 
ever, they  afforded  us  diverfion  and  entertainment 
enough  to  obferve  their  various  manoeuvres  on 
both  fides,  or  rather  on  all  fides ;  for  each  of  the 
four  appeared  to  be  a  commander  in  chief,  and  to 
have  different  purfuits  and  objects  in  view. 


CHAP.' 
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CHAP.  IX. 

General  Character,    and  great  Hofpitality  of  the 
Virginians.    Number  of  Inhabitants  in  Virginia. 

THE  Virginians  are  generous,  extremely  hof- 
pitable,    and    poffefs   very    liberal  fenti- 

menrs. 

There  is  a  greater  diftin&ion  fupported  between 
the  different  claffes  of  life  here,  than  perhaps  in 
any  of  the  reft  of  the  colonies  ;  nor  does  that 
fpirit  of  equality,  and  levelling  principle,  which 
pervades  the  greateft  part  of  America,  prevail  to 
iuch  an  extent  in  Virginia. 

However,  there  appears  to  be  but  three  degrees 
of  rank  amongd  all  the  inhabitants,  exclufive  of 
the  negroes. 

The  firlt  confids  of  gentlemen  of  the  bed  fami- 
lies and  fortunes  in  the  colony,  whoare  here  much 
more  refpe&able  and  numerous  than  in  any  other 
province  in  America.  Thefe  in  general  have  had 
a  liberal  education,  poffefs  enlightened  undtrdand- 
ings,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  world,  that 
furnifhes  them  with  an  eafe  and  freedom  of 
manners  and  converlation,  highly  to  their  advan- 
tage in  exterior,  which  no  viciffitude  of  fortune 
or  place  can  dived:  them  of  ;  they  being  actually, 
according  to  my  ideas,  the  mod  agreeable  and 
bed  companions,  friends,  and  neighbours,  that 
need  be  defired. 

The  greater  number  of  them  keep  their  carria- 
ges, and  have  handfome  fervices  of  plate  ;  but 
they  ali,  without  exception,  have  duds,  as  well 
as  fets  of  elegant  and  bea.utitul  horfes. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  of  the  fecond  degree  in  rank  are  very 
numerous,  being  perhaps  half  the  inhabitants, 
and  confift  of  fuch  a  variety,  Angularity,  and 
mixture  of  characters,  that  the  exact  general 
criterion  and  leading  feature  can  fcarcely  be  afcer- 
tained. 

However,  they  are  generous,  friendly,  and  hof- 
pitable  in  the  extreme  ;  but  mixed  with  fuch  an 
appearance  of  rudenefs,  ferocity,  and  haughtinefs, 
which  is  in  fact  only  a  want  of  polifh,  occafioned 
by  their  deficiencies  in  education,  and  in  know- 
ledge of  mankind,  as  well  as  by  their  general  in- 
tercourfe  with  flaves,  over  whom  they  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  exercife  an  harfh  and  abfolute  com- 
mand. 

Many  of  them  poffefs  fortunes  fuperior  to  fome 
of  the  firft  rank,  but  their  families  are  not  fo  an- 
cient nor  refpcdtable  ;  a  circumftance  held  here 
in  fome  eftimation. 

They  are  all  exceflively  attached  to  every  fpe- 
cies  of  fport,  gaming  and  diffipation,  particularly 
horfe-racing,  and  that  moft  barbarous  of  all  di- 
verfions,  that  peculiar  fpecies  of  cruelty,  cock- 
fighting. 

In  lhort,  take  them  all  together,  they  form  a 
ftrange  combination  of  incongruous  contradictory 
qualities,  and  principles  directly  oppofite  ;  the  beft 
and  the  worft,  the  moft  valuable  and  the  moft 
worthlefs,  elegant  accomplishments  and  favage 
brutality,  being  in  many  of  them  moft  unac- 
countably blended. 

Yet  indeed,  notwithstanding  this  apparent  in- 
confiftency  of  character,  principle,  and  con- 
duct, numbers  of  them  are  truly  valuable  mem- 
bers of  fociety,  and  few,  or  none,  deficient  in 
the  excellencies  of  the  intellectual  faculties,  and  a 

natural 
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natural  genius,  which,  though  in  a  great  meafure 
unimproved,  is  generally  bright  and  fplendid  in  an 
uncommon  degree. 

The  third,  or  lower  clafs  of  the  people  (who 
ever  compofe  the  bulk  of  mankind),  are  in  Virgi- 
nia more  few  in  number,  in  proportion  to  the  reft 
of  the  inhabitants,  than  perhaps  in  any  other 
country  in  the  univtrfe.  Even  thtfe  are  kind,  hof- 
pitable,  and  generous ;  yet  illiberal,  noify,  and 
rude. 

They  are  much  addicted  to  inebriety,  andaverfc 
to  l  .bour. 

They  are  likewife  overburdened  with  an  im- 
pertinent and  iufuperable  curiofity,  that  renders, 
them  peculiarly  difagreeable  and  troublefome  to 
ftrangers  :  yet  thele  undefirable  qualities  they 
pofllfs  by  no  means  in  an  equal  degree  wi;h  the 
generality  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  England, 
whofe  religion  and  government  have  encouraged, 
and  indeed  inftituted  and  eftablifhed,  a  kind  of  in- 
quificion,  of  forward  impertinence  and  prying 
iiitrufion,  againft  every  perfon  that  may  be  com- 
pelled to  pafs  through  that  troubiefome,  illiberal 
country  :  from  which  defcription,  however,  there 
are  no  doubt  many  exceptions. 

To  communicate  an  idea  of  the  general  hofpi- 
tality  that  prevails  in  Virginia,  and  indeed  through 
all  the  (Southern  provinces,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  reprefent  fume  peculiar  cuftoms  that  are  uni- 
versal ;  for  inftance  : 

If  a  traveller,  even  a  negroe,  obferves  an  or- 
chard full  of  fine  fruit,  either  apples  or  peaches, 
in,  or  near  his  way,  he  alights,  without  ceremo- 
ny, and  fills  his  pockets,  or  even  a  bag,  it  he  has 
one,  without  afking  permiflion  ;  and  if  the  pro- 
prietor fhould  fee  him,  he  is  not  in  the  leaf!  offend- 
ed* 
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cd,  but  makes  him  perfectly  welcome,  and  aflifts 
him  in  choofing  out  the  fineft  fruit. 

But  this  is  lefs  to  be  admired  at,  when  it  is 
confidered  that  there  is  no  fale  here  for  any  kind 
of  fruit,  and  the  fineft  peaches  imaginable  are  fo 
abundant,  that  the  inhabitants  daily  feed  their 
hogs  with  them  during  the  feafcn. 

In  the  time  of  prefling  cyder,  if  a  traveller 
fhould  call,  to  inquire  his  way,  he  is  generally 
offered  as  much  fine  cyder  as  he  can  drink,  is 
frequently  requefted  to  ftay  all  night,  and  made 
heartily  drunk  in  the  bargain,  if  he  choofesit. 

When,  a  perfon  of  more  genteel  figure  than 
common  calls  at  an  ordinary,  ((the  name  of  their 
inns),  for  refrefhment  and  lodging  for  a  night,  as 
loon  as  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  fortune  in  the 
neighbourhood  hears  of  it,  he  either  comes  for 
him  himfelf,  or  fends  him  a  polite  and  prefling  in- 
vitation to  his  houfe,  where  he  meets  with  enter- 
tainment and  accommodation,  infinitely  fuperior, 
in  every  refpeft,  to  what  he  could  have  received 
at  the  inn.  If  he  fhould  happen  to  be  fatigued 
with  travelling,  he  is  treated  in  the  moft  hofpi- 
table  and  genteel  manner  ;  and  his  fervants  and 
horfes  alfo  fare  plenteoufly,  for  as  long  a  time  as 
he  choofes  to  ftay.  All  this  is  done  with  the  beft 
grace  imaginable,  without  even  a  hint  being 
thrown  out  of  a  curiofity  or  wifh  to  know  his 
name. 

However,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  many 
of  the  fecond,  and  almoft  all  the  lower  clafs  of 
the  people,  are  ignorant  in  the  extreme. 

Their  fentiments,  and  all  their  ideas  are  illiberal, 
narrow,  and  contracted  ;  occafioned  by  their  in- 
active fituation,  confined  to  a  fmall  compafs,  and 
very  limited  fphere  of  knowledge,  wherein  the 

fame 
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fame  objects  are  ever  preferred  to  their  view, 
without  any  variation,  change,  or  novelty,  being 
thereby  precluded  from  a  more  general  intcrcourf* 
with  the  world,  and  the  different  members  of  fo- 
ciety  at  large. 

About  the  commencement  of  the  late  unfortu- 
nate difturbances,  and  inaufpicious  hoftilities,  the 
American  congrefs  pretended  to  have  a  calculation 
made  of  the  numbers  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  each 
province  and  colony  included  within  their  domi- 
nation, which  they  publifhed. 

But  1  have  always  concluded  that  oftenfible  enu- 
meration of  theirs  to  be  greatly  exaggerated,  pur- 
pofely  to  magnify  their  refources,  numbers,  and 
prowefs. 

In  that  oftentatious  calculation,  Virginia  was  re- 
prefented  to  contain  fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants  ;  of  which  near  two-thirds  are 
blacks. 

I  computed  the  true  number  of  fouls  in  Virgi- 
nia to  be  then  about  five  hundred  thoufand  in  the 
whole,  with  a  fimilar  proportion  of  (laves  includ- 
ed ;  and  they  have  certainly  decreafed  in  popula- 
tion fince  that  time. 


C     H  A  . 
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CHAP.  X. 

A  wretched  Situation  ,  Nottoway- River.  Horferre- 
fufe  to  eat  Bacon.  Troublefome  Companion.  Ma- 
hirrin-River. 

IPurchafed  two  horfes  at  Petersburg  ;  for  the 
beft  I  gave  fifteen  pounds,  the  word  cofr.  me 
twenty-five  pounds  ;  and  a  negro  boy,  whole 
price  was  forty  pcunds. 

I  began  to  prepare  for  my  journey  fouthward, 
having  had  the  honour  to  vifit,  by  invitation,  fe- 
veral  of  the  principal  families  m  and  near  this 
place,  among  whom  were  Mr.  Buchanan's; 
Mr.  Boilings,  Mr.  Bannifter's,  Mr.  Eppes's, 
Mr.  Bland's,  &c. 

I  took  my  departure  from  Blandforrl,  on  the 
fourth  of  September,  in  company  with  a  young 
iad  from  North  Carolina,  then  on  his  return. 

After  having  rode  about  fifteen  miles  we  flopped 
to  bait  our  horfes,  and  dine,  at  Hattan's  ordinary 
where  the  fare  was  ordinary  indeed,  and  very  in- 
different. 

The  day  being  extremely  hot'  and  fnltry,  it  was 
rather  late  in  the  afternoon  before  we  fet  out 
again  on  our  journey,  and  by  that  means  I  was 
prevented  from  reaching  Stewarts  ordinary,  the 
houfe  I  intended  to  put  up  at  that  night ;  for  being 
taken  very  ill,  and  as  it  was  growing  dark,  I  was 
•bliged  to  take  fhelter  in  a  fhell  of  a  houfe,  where- 
in an  overfeer  lived,  and  five  or  fix  negroes  befides. 

The  young  man  from  Carolina  left  me  here,  and 
continued  on  his  journey. 

My 
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My  accommodation  at  this  wretched  place  was 
miferable  indeed,  and  it  was  fortunate  for  me,  that 
I  found  myfelf  better  in  the  morning,  or  I  might 
have  been  in  aftual  danger  of  perifhing  for  want 
of  common  neceffaries,  if  my  ficknels  had  de- 
tained me  therein. 

If  my  fituation,  but  for  one  night,  was  fo  into- 
lerable, what  muft  his  be,  whole  conflant  reft* 
uence  it  was  ? 

It  is  indeed  hardly  to  be  conceived  in  what  an 
uncomfortable  ftate  that  poor  forlorn  young  man, 
the  overfeer,  then  lived. 

There  might  be  about  fifty  acres  of  land  cleared 
of  woods,  and  chiefly  under  culture  for  Indian 
corn.  ffjMfl  ;. 
.  There  was  not  another  houfe  nor  hut  upon  the 
plantation,  nor  a  fingle  fruit-tree. 

That  miferable  (hell,,  a  poor  apology  for  a 
houfe,  confifted  but  of  one  fmall  room,  which 
ferved  for  the  accommodation  of  the  overfeer  and 
fix  negroes  :  it  was  not  lathed  nor  plaiirered, 
neither  ceiled  nor  lofted  above,  and  only  very  thin 
boards  for  its  covering  ;  it  had  a  door  in  each  fide, 
r.nd  one  window,  but  no  glafs  in  it  ;  it  had  not 
tven  a  brick  chimney,  and,  as  it  ftood  on  blocks 
about  a  foot  above  the  ground,  the  hogs  Jay  con- 
fiantly  under  the  floor,  which  made  it.fwarm  with 
fleas;  water  was  near  half  a  mile  ciflant,  and 
that  very  bad  •,  there  was  not  a  neighbour  within 
five  miles  cn  one  fide,  and  eight  miles  on  the 
other  ;  no  book,  no  convenience,  no  furniture, 
no  comfort  in  the  houfe,  unlefs  you  call  by  that 
name  a  miferable  thin  chaff"  bed,  form  what  raifed 
from  the  floor,  in  a  corner  of  the  room,  which 
alternately  ferved  him  for  his  chair,  his  table,  and 
his  couch. 

In 
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fn  this  wretched  habitation  I  had  little  fleep, 
and  no  refrefhment,  although  the  poor  young 
man  permitted  me  to  lie  on  his  bed  alone,  and 
did  not  come  there  himfelf,  but  lay  on  the  floor 
with  the  negroes  ;  for  they  were  fhelling  Indian- 
corn  with  their  hands  all  the  former  part  of  the 
night,  when  their  fongs  kept  me  awake  ;  and  the 
difagreeable  idea  of  fuch  a  parcel  of  nafty  black 
devils  all  fnoring  in  the  fame  room  with  me,  with 
the  afliflanceof  the  muiketoei,  prevented  me  from 
fleep  until  day-break,  when  I  arofe,  and  having 
gratified  the  poor  inhabitants  of  this  manfion  of 
mifery  with  a  trifle,  1  mounted  my  horfe,  and 
purfued  my  journey. 

This  morning  I  crcfied  over  a  pretty  river  nam- 
ed Nottoway,  at  Swede's-bridge,  which  is  con- 
ftructed  of  timber.  There  is  fome  very  good 
land  on  this  river,  both  low  grounds  and  high; 
it  is  what  is  called  mulattoe  land  by  the  planters, 
from  its  colour. 

This  river  is  here  about  as  large  as  the  Thames 
at  Kew,  but  is  much  incumbered  with  wood  and 
fallen  trees,  brought  down  by  the  floods. 

I  arrived  at  Stewart's  ordinary  to  breakfaflr, 
which  was  toaftcd  Indian  hoe-cake,  and  very  ex- 
cellent cyder,  after  a  ride  this  morning  of  about 
eleven  miles. 

Being  always  particularly  careful  of  my  horfes, 
and  they  having  fared  very  indifferently  the  nigh't 
before,  I  ordered  the  hoftler  to  give  them  plenty 
of  meat  The  man  flared  at  me,  and  aflced  me  if 
they  would  eat  it  ?  Being  fomewhat  irritated  at 
his  feeming  impertinence,  and  out  of  humour  by 
fatigue,  indifpofition,  and  want  of  reft,  I  an- 
fwered,  that  I  defired  he  would  make  the  experi- 
ment, 


48  A   TOUR  IN  THE 

ment,  and  immediately,  turning  away  from  him, 
went  into  the  houfe. 

In  a  few  minutes,  on  looking  out  at  the  win- 
-dow,  I  was  much  furprifed  to  find  all  tlie  people 
of  the  place  in  the  road  before  the  door ;  and 
going  out  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  their  aflem- 
bling  there,  I  met  the  hoftler  and  my  boy  with 
each  a  large  piece  of  bacon  in  his  hand,  telling 
me  the  horfes  would  not  eat  a  morfel  of  it. 

They  acquainted  me,  that  it  was  to  fee  the 
horfes  eat  meat,  by  which  they  underftood  bacon, 
that  excited  the  peoples  curicfity,  and  had 
drawn  them  forth  into  the  load.  I  laugh- 
ed heartily,  and  directed  the  hoftler,  fince  the 
poor  filly  horfes  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  taffe 
his  bacon,  to  give  them  whatever  elfe  they  would 
chufc  to  eat,  and  as  much  of  it  as  they  pleafed. 

By  the  bye,  it  was  a  great  inconvenience,  and 
exuemely  troublefome,  that  my  boy,  being  an 
African,  was  of  very  little  fervice  to  me  ;  for  he 
fcarcely  underftood  a  Tingle  word  that  I  faid  to 
him,  nor  did  I  know  one  fyllable  of  his  lan- 
guage. 

This   ridiculous  affair    induced   one  Andrew 

T  :  ,  who  pretended  to  be  a  humourift, 

to  make  me  an  offer  of  the  honour  of  his  compa- 
ny, as  he  was  then  on  his  way  to  Halifax  town,  in 
North  Carolina,  where  lie  refided.  His  exterior 
being  to  my  tafte  peculiarly  forbidding,  I  declined 
his  propofal,  having  no  inclination  to  fuch  an  aq- 
quaintance.    But  in  this  I  was  egregioufly  mifta- 

ken,  and  altogether  difappointed  :    Mr.  T- — '■  

was  not  to  be  repulfed  with  fuch  facility  ■  he  was 
determined  to  amufe  himfelf  atf  my  expence,  and 
at  my  ignorance  of  the  cufloms  of  Jhis  country, 
and  I  was  almoft  compelled  to  fuffer  his  company, 
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for  I  certainly  did  not  accept  it,  but  endeavoured 
my  utmoft  to  avoid  that  honour. 

I  told  him,  that  as  it  threatened  rain,  I  would 
not  rifque  getting  wet,  but  intended  to  ftay  fome 
time,  the  length  of  which,  however,  might  be 
uncertain.    Well,  fo  would  Mr.  T— — — — . 

When  I  found  this,  I  determined  to  fet  out  in 
the  rain,  which  had  now  come  on  ;   and  actually 

did  fo  to  avoid  his  company  ;  but  Mr.  T  — 

would  accommodate  himfelf  to  every  change  of 
my  mind,  and  he  departed  along  with  me. 

When  I  rode  faft,  fo  did  he  ;  when  flow,  he 
•went  flow  alfo  :  at  length  I  turned  fhort  from  him, 
along  a  path  on  the  right,  but  my  ftupid  fervant 

continued  to   accompany  Mr.  T  ;  tins 

obliged  me  to  return,  and  gallop  very  faft  to  over- 
take him,  as  he  had  thereby  got  fome  miles  be- 
fore me. 

But  defcending  a  declivity  too  rapidly,  and 
without  caution,  the  road  being  on  clay  very  wet 
and  flippery,  my  horfe  fell  down  with  me  in  three- 
parts  fpeed,  by  which  I  was  exceffively  dii  ted,  as 
well  as  hurt. 

Having  remounted,  and  rode  on  again,  I  cut  a 
moft  wretched  figure,  being  daubed  irom  head  to 
foot  with  red  clay,  befides  the  farther  injuries  I 
had  received  from  contufions  by  the  tail. 

In  this  ridiculons   plight    1   overtook   them  : 

Mr  T  fell  a  laughing  fit  to  burft  his 

fides,  which  aft  of  rudenels  and  ill  manners 
I  did  not  feem  .to  notice,  but  was  much  incenjed 
at  my  ftupid  black,  yet  could  not  make  him  undc-r- 
ftand  my  expreflions  of  refentment.  This  greatly 
encreafed  Mr.  T  's  divtrficn,  and  ill- 
timed  noify  mirth. 

Vol.  I.  D  la 
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In  this  difagreeable  condition,  and  uncourtly 
guife,  we  croffed  a  confiderable  ftream  of  water, 
named  the  Three  Creeks,  on  three  wooden  bridges ; 
and  a  confiderable  river  named  Maherrin,  larger 
than  the  Thames,  at  Hicks's  bridge  which  is 
remarkably  lofty,  and  built  of  timber,  as  all  in 
the  fouthern  part  of  America  appear  to  be  ;  hav- 
ing paffed  a  fine  plantation,  the  feat  of  Mr. 
Willis,  a  man  of  fortune,  and  proprietor  of  the 
original  ftock  of  extraordinary  fwift  horfes,  for 
which  this  part  of  America  is  noted,  that  van- 
quifh  all  others  in  quarter-racing. 

About  thirty  miles  higher  up,  on  the  fide  of 
this  river,  near  one  Ingram's  plantation,  there 
have  been  lately  difcovered  fome  very  valuable 
medicinal  fprings  of  mineral  waters,  which  have 
already  performed  many  mod  remarkable  and 
aftonifiYmg  cures  on  perfons  affli&ed  with  various 
kinds  of  lamenefs,  infirmity,  and  difeafe,  who 
annually  refort  to  thefe  fprings,  from  an  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  around. 

We  took  fome  refrefhment  at  Edwards's  ordi- 
nary, an  exceeding  good  building,  with  excellent 
accommodations,  lately  erected  at  this  place, 
which  is  exactly  twenty-eight  miles  north  from 
Halifax,  in  North  Carolina,  and  forty-feven  fouth 
from  Peterfburg  in  Virginia. 

We  refted  but  a  very  fhort  time  here,  and,  al- 
though it  continued  to  rain  faft,  proceeded  on  our 
journey. 

At  the  diftance  of  ten  miles  from  Hicks's  bridge 
and  ford,  we  entered  the  province  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  three  miles  farther  on,  croffed  a  large 
ftream  of  water  named  Fountain's  creek,  fifteen 
miles  north  of  Halifax  town,  which  we  reached 
that  night,  after  crofling  the  river  Roanoak,  in  a 
flat  ferry  boat,  on  the  fouth  bank  of  which  the  town 
>s  built. 

Toward? 
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Towards  the  conclufion  of  this  day's  ride,  I  had 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  retorting  the  laugh  on  Mr. 
T  ■ "  ■  very  handfomely,  for  his  horfe  tumbled 
down,  and  fairly  rolled  him  in  the  mire,  all  over, 
three  times  moil:  completely. 

He  was  in  fuch  a  ridiculous  condition  and  la- 
mentable plight,  being  befides  a  moft  unwieldy, 
uncouth  figure,  that  you  could  fcarcely  dif- 
cover  whether  the  creature  was  human  .or  not  ; 
nor  would  it  have  been  pofTible  for  the  moft  rigid 
Cynic  to  refrain  from  immoderate  laughter,  at 
beholding  his  rueful  countenance,  and  wretched 
guife. 

This  was  a  moft  unpleafant  journey  ;  bad  accom- 
modation, bad  roads,  bad  company  and  attendance, 
and,  in  ihorr,  every  thing  difagreeable  in  the  ex- 
treme. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

North  Carolina.    Halifax  Town.     Roanoak- River. 
Falls.    Rock  Fight.  Floods. 

HALIFAX  is  a  pretty  town  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  Roanoak  (a  river  larger, or  at  leaft 
containing  more  water  than  the  James),  about 
eight  miles  below  the  firft  falls,  and  near  fifty 
miles  higher  up  than  the  tide  flows;  but  floops, 
fchooners,  and  flats,  or  lighters,  of  great  burden, 
come  up  to  this  town  againft  the  ftream,  which  is 
deep  and  gentle. 

Halifax  enjoys  a  tolerable  fhare  of  commerce 
in  tobacco,  pork,  butter,  flour,  and  fome  tar,  tur- 
pentine, fkins,  furs,  and  cotton. 

There  are  many  handfome  buildings  in  Halifax, 
and  its  vicinity,  but  they  are  almoft  all  constructed 
of  timber,  and  painted  white  ;  among  them  are 
Mr.  Mountfort's,  Mr.  Abner  Nafh's,  Mr.  Mar- 
tin's (now  an  ordinary,  or  inn,  built  by,  and  for- 
merly the  refidence  of  a  Mr.  Eimfley,  an  eminent 
practitioner  in  the  law),  Mr.  Long's,  Mr.  Ea- 
ton's and  Mr.  Jones's  ;  the  laft  is  in  Occoneachy- 
neck,  and  extreme  rich  and  valuable  trafr.  of  land, 
about  two  miles  from  town)  and  is  indeed  an  ele- 
gant feat. 

Halifax  is  twenty-five  miles  due  fouth  from  Pe- 
terfburg,  and  one  hundred  from  Richmond,  is 
the  capital  of  a  diftrift,  and  the  county-town  of 
Halifax  county. 

In  and  around  the  town  the  foil  is  fandy  ;  the 
banks  of  the  river  on  the  fouth  fide  are  high,  but 
low  on  the  north,  and  very  fubjeft  to  inundations, 

f« 
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fo  remarkably,  that  the  ferry-houfe,  a  wooden 
building,  which  ftands  on  that  fide,  is  obliged  to 
be  fattened  with  ropes,  tied  to  the  trees,  to  pre- 
vent it  from  being  waihed  away  by  the  floods. 

The  quantity  of  water  that  comes  down  the  Roa- 
noak,  on  fuch  occafions,  is  indeed  amazing  and 
enormous  ;  trees,  fences,  corn,  tobacco,  horfes, 
cattle,  and  even  houfes,  are  all  fwept  away  by  the 
torrent,  and  carried  down  with  the  ftream. 

There  is  a  fingular  phenomenon  attends  this 
river,  which  is,  that  during  days,  or  feafons  of 
rain,  it  does  not  rife  any  thing,  or  but  very  little 
beyond  the  common  magnitude  ;  but  two  or  three 
days  after  the  rain  has  ceafed,  when  the  fky  and 
fun  are  again  become  bright  and  fine,  and  the  bad 
weather  is  forgotten,  then,  and  not  before,  the 
Roanoak  begins  to  fwell,  and  encreafes  with  fuch 
rapidity  and  violence,  that  the  inhabitants  have 
fcarcely  time  to  drive  their  cattle,  horfes,  fheep, 
hogs,  &ic.  off  from  the  low-grounds  up  to  the  high, 
before  the  whole  are  overflowed  ;  and  without  this 
precaution  all  their  live  flock  would  be  fwept 
away  and  deftroyed,  which  frequently  happens, 
notwithftanding  every  exertion  and  care. 

There  is  another  peculiarity  attends  this  river  ; 
that  is,  the  low  grounds  are  generally  higher,  next 
the  river  fide,  than  where  they  adjoin  the  high- 
land ;  thus,  by  means  of  guts  communicating  from 
the  river  to  the  back  part  of  the  low-grounds, 
which  is  mod  commonly  a  miry  fwamp  with  caufe- 
ways  over  it,  the  water  of  the  floods  is  foon  brought 
there,  by  which  the  retreat  of  every  living  crea- 
ture is  cut  off  in  a  very  Ihort  time  after  the  wa- 
ters begin  to  encreafe,  and  confequently  all  inclu- 
ded within  mud  inevitably  perifh,  fhould  the  in- 
undation overfpread  the  whole. 

P  3  H  iwever, 
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However,  the  floods  feldom  cover  every  fpot, 
there  being  iome  particular  places  in  the  low  grounds 
eonfiderably  higher  than  the  reft,  which,  on 
fuch  occafions,  are  crowded  with  tlie  poor  terrified 
animals :  but  once  every  two  or  three  years  the 
Roanoak  fwells  feveral  feet  above  the  higheft  of 
thofe  places. 

The  Roanoak,  or  as  it  is  fomttimes  called,  the 
Morattuck,  is  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over  at 
Halifax,  but  very  deep,  and  is  much  wider  many 
miles  above.  It  empties  itfelf  into  Albemarle 
Sound,  at  Edinton,  where  it  is  feven  miles  wide, 
and  receives  on  the  north  fide,  the  Chowan-River, 
or  Sound  ;  which  is  formed  by  the  confluence  of 
the  three  rivers,  Maherrin,  Nottoway,  and  Black- 
water,  and  is  fomething  more  than  two  miles  in 
breadth. 

The  communication  with  the  fea,  from  this 
enormous  body  of  water,  is  through  Roanoak  inlet, 
where  there  is  a  bar,  flu&uating  banks,  and  {hik- 
ing quickfands,  that  prevent  fhips  of  burden  from 
entering  this  extenfive  bay. 

I  put  up  at  Martin's,  the  beft  houfe  of  public 
entertainment  in  Halifax. 

Here  I  difpofed  of  my  black  boy,  who  was  in 
fa£r.  totally  ufelefs  to  me  ;  but  I  gained  ten  pounds 
by  my  bargain. 

From  this  place  I  made  many  excurfions  around 
it,  and  had  the  honour  of  vifiting,  by  invitation, 
every  family  of  note,  for  a  confiderable  diftance  in 
the  vicinity. 

Being  one  of  a  party  that  was  to  pafs  fome  days 
on  a  jaunt  in  the  country,  I  propofed  calling  to 
take  a  view  of  the  falls  of  Roanoak.  We  were 
accompanied  by  Charles  Eaton,  efq.  and  Mr.  W. 

Park, 
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Park,  whofe  feats  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
thefe  falls. 

There  was  nothing  remarkable  to  be  obferved  in 
them,  only  a  prodigious  body  of  water,  daihing 
and  tumbling  over  rocks  :  but  to  thofe  who  have 
feen  the  falls  of  the  James,  thefe  are  no  object. 

There  is  a  very  extrordinary  circumftance,  how- 
ever, attends  thefe  falls  every  fpring,  about  the 
eighth  of  May  ;  it  is  called  the  rock  fight.  This 
is  occafioned  by  fuch  amazing  numbers  of  thofe 
fiflies,  here  called  Bafs-Rocks,  coming  up  to  the 
falls  at  the  fame  time  to  fpawn,  that  a  dog  thrown 
into  the  river  then,  would  not  be  able  to  fwim 
acrofs,  nor  could  live  in  it  one  quarter  of  an  hour  : 
you  may  actually  fee  them  crowded  thick  upon  each 
other,  even  to  the  furface  of  the  water. 

This  fingular  phenomenon  continues  for  three 
days,  but  on  one  of  thefe  days,  in  particular,  the 
agitation  of  the  water  is  moft  violent,  the  whole 
river  being  in  a  foam. 

There  are  many  valuable  fiflieries  at,  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Halifax,  below  the  falls,  on  each  fide 
of  the  river. 

During  this  excurfion  we  called  at  Mount  Plea- 

fant,   the  feat  of   Dawfon,  efq.  on  the 

banks  of  the  Roanoak,  about  eighteen  miles  above 
Halifax,  and  in  returning,  ftayed  fome  days  at  the 
feats  of  Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Park. 

About  a  mile  out  of  Halifax  town  is  a  creek 
named  Qyankey  fthe  Indian  appellation  for  red 
paint,  with  which  it  abounds),  with  an  exceeding 
lofty  bridge  thrown  over  it,  built  of  timber,  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  which  is  the  feat  of  a  Mr.  Nicholas 
Long, where  we  frequently  walked  out  in  the  mornings 
and  evenings  to  drink  cow's  milk,  which  was  there 
excellent. 

C  4  About 
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About  five  or  fix  miles  farther  on,  in  the  fame 
direction,  is  a  confiderable  fettlement,  upon  a 
pretty  large  water-courfe,  named  the  Marfh, 
where  we  feveral  times  went,  on  invitation  from 
Alexander  M'Colloch,  efq.  a  gentleman  of  confi- 
derable note,  and  Archibald  Hamilton,  efq.*a  mer- 
chant ol  eminence,  who  carried  on  a  very  extenfive 
and  valuable  commerce  in  Virginia,  as  well  as  in 
North  Carolina,  and  we  were  entertained  with 
great  hofpitality  and  politenefs  by  each  of  them. 

We  vifited  Willie  Jones  efq.  do6tor  Cathcart's, 
William  Williams,  efq.  &c.  among  many  other 
gentlemen's  feats,  and  met  with  a  mod  courteous 
and  friendly  reception  from  all. 

*  This  gentleman's  brother,  lieutenant  colonel  John  Hamilton, 
i«  now  in  the  Britifh  fervice,  and  commanded  a  provincial  corpi, 
named  the  North  Carolina  Loyalifts,  having  behaved  with  great 
gallantry,  botb  wider  the  Earl  of  Corawallis  «nd  Lord  Rawdon. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Lofty  Timber.     Method  of  clearing  Land.  JVoodr 
on  Fire.    Dreadful  Conflagrations. 

TH  E  low  grounds  of  Roanoak  are  extremely 
rich  and  fertile,  but  in  general  too  light  and 
fandy  for  the  culture  of  wheat,  which  here  grows 
much  too  luxuriant  and  high,  whereby  it  falls  and 
lodges  before  the  ears  fill  and  ripen. 

The  foil  is  a  fine  black  loam,  for  feveral  feet 
deep,  and  is  indeed  inexhauftihle,.  but  extremely 
fubje£t  to  inundations,  which  fweep  away  whole 
inclofures",  as  well  as  the  crops,  and  often  leave 
the  land  covered  with  wrecks  of  the  flood,  and 
incumbered  with  van:  quantities  of  large  trees, 
brought  down  by  the  torrent. 

The  low  grounds  are  generally  from  a  quarter  lo 
a  mile  wide  ;  and  it  is  obfervable,  for  the  whole 
length  of  the  Roanoak,  that  the  low-grounds  are? 
always  on  one  fide  of  the  river  only,  never  on  both 
together,  but  ftill  promifcuoufly  :  thus,  when  the 
low  grounds  are  on  the  north  fide,  there  are  high 
lands  on  the  fouth  ;  and  where  the  low  grounds  are 
on  the  fouth  fide,  the  land  on  the  north  fide  is 
high,  almoft  flufh  to  the  brink  of  the  river.  It  is 
remarkable  alfo,  that  wherever  the  high  lands  join 
the  river,  they  are  rich  and  fertile,  but  where  they 
join  the  low  grounds  only,  they  are  of  a  very  infe- 
rior quality. 

The  timber  is  of  an  imm?nfe  hulk  op,  the  1  >w 
grounds,  and  confiftsof  white  and  yellow  poplars, 
black  wallnut,  hornbeam,  red  bud,  fweet  sum,, 
dog  wocd,  fjcamores,  onks,  afh,  beech,  clm^&rc. 

D  5  On 
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On  the  rich  high  land,  it  confifts  of  hickory,  faffa- 
fras,  oaks,  &c.  and  on  the  inferior  high  land,  of 
lofty  pines,  of  a  great  height,  mixed  with  fcrubby 
oaks,  black-gum,  and  maple. 

In  this  part  of  America,  there  are  feveh  diffe- 
rent fpecies  of  oak,  viz.  black-oak,  white-oak, 
red-oak,  Spanifh-oak,  willow-oak,  live-oak,  and 
fcrubby-oak. 

The  appearance  and  colour  of  the  foil  in  the  bed 
high  lands,  is  dark  brown,  with  a  flight  tinge 
of  red,  and  covered  with  tall  timber.  That 
of  the  worft  is  whitifh-brown,  either  very  fandy 
and  light,  or  ftiff,  wet,  and  livery,  with  low, 
crooked  timber,  excepting  the  pines,  which  gene- 
rally grow  large,  tall,  and  ftraight  every  where, 
unlefs  they  are  crowded  together.  But  the  worft 
timber,  on  the  worft  land,  makes  a  better  appear- 
ance, and  is  larger  than  the  trees  in  St.  James's  and 
Hyde-parks. 

The  general  mode  of  clearing  the  land  in  this 
country,  where  timber  is  of  no  value,  and  labour 
is  of  great,  is,  by  cutting  a  circle  round  the  tree, 
through  the  bark,  quite  to  the  wood,  before  the 
iap  rifes,  which  kills  it  ;  and  they  cultivate  the 
ground  below  immediately,  leaving  the  trees  to  rot 
ftanding,  which  happens  within  a  very  few  years, 
and  they  never  bear  leaves  more. 

A  large  field  in  this  fituation  makes  a  moft 
Angular,  ftriking,  and  tremendous  appearance : 
it  would  feem  indeed  dangerous  to  walk  in  it, 
as  the  trees  are  of  a  prcdigioui  height  and 
magnitude  ;  vaft  limbs,  and  branches  of  enor- 
mous fize  impending  in  awful  ruins,  from  a 
great  height,  fometimes  breaking  off,  and  fre- 
quently whole  trees  falling  to  the  ground,  with 
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a  horrible  crafh,  the  found  of  which  is  increafed 
and  protracted  by  the  reverberation  of  the  fur- 
rounding  echoes.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  ap- 
parent danger,  very  few  accidents  ever  happen 
from  it.  I  never  heard  of  any  excepting  to 
beafts. 

When  the  timber  is  cut  down,  or  falls,  they 
faw  the  fmaller  trees  in  pieces,  and  heap  them 
up  together  in  huge  piles,  and  in  many  diffe- 
rent places,  where  they  fet  fire  to  them  in 
the  winter,  at  which  time  the  whole  country 
around  appears  in  a  blaze  ;  and  the  atmofphere 
is  then  extremely  incommoded,  and  totally  per- 
vaded with  fmoak. 

For  very  frequently  the  large,  dry,  and  almoft 
rotten  {landing  timber,  catches  fire,  and  blazes- 
with  great  fury  :  the  fire  is  alfo  communicated 
to  the  leaves  on  the  ground,  in  the  furround- 
ing  woods,  which  are  there  accumulated  to  a 
great  depth,  by  falling  from  the  trees  to  the 
earth,  where  they  have  been  encreafing,  fira- 
tum  ft/per  (Iraium,  from  the  moff  remote  pe- 
riod of  time  ;  being  very  dry  and  combuftible, 
they  inftantly  catch  fire  like  tinder  1  the  con- 
flagration quickly  fpreads  many  miles  on  every  fide, 
and  at  length  becomes  general  and  dreadfully 
tremendoui  ;  for  there  is  no  poffibility  of  ex- 
tinguishing, or  retraining  the  violence  and  velo- 
city of  the  devouring  flames,,  which  deftroy 
and  confume  fences,  inclofures,  timber,  and  all 
vegetation,  driving  even  the  wild  beafts  before 
them  in  flocks;  and  their  progrefs,  at  length,, 
is  only  terminated  by  i'ome  large  river,  or  by 
heavy  rains. 


This 
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This  has  induced  the  legiflature  to  endeavour 
to  guard  againft  fuch  alarming  accidents,  by 
parting  aSs  to  prevent  fetting  fire  to  the  woods, 
&c.  notwithstanding  which,  thefe  terrible  confla- 
grations are  ftill  frequent  every  year. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

Inhabitants  of  the  Country  and  of  the  Towns.  Claf- 
fes  of  People.  Stores.  Planters.  Methods  oj 
Trade  and  Commerce. 

TH  E  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  America 
may  be  comprehended  in  a  very  few  claf- 

fes. 

All  in  the  country,  without  exception,  are  plan- 
ters, ftore-keepers  or  perfons  in  trade,  and  hun- 
ters: thefe  laft  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  back 
country  and  frontiers  next  the  Indians. 

In  the  towns  there  are  fome  few  mechanics, 
furgeons,  lawyers,  ftore-keepers  or  perfons  in  the 
commercial  line,  and  tavern-keepers. 

However,  the  generality  of  the  towns  are  fo  in- 
confiderable,  that  in  England  they  would  fcarcely 
acquire  the  appellation  of  villages. 

The  different  diftin&  branches  of  manufactu- 
rers, fuch  as  hofiers,  haberdalhers,  clothiers,  li- 
nen-drapers, grocers,  ftationers,  &c.  are  not 
known  here  ;  they  are  all  comprehended  in  the  An- 
gle name  and  occupation  of  merchant,  or  ftore- 
keeper. 

What  are  called  fhops  in  England,  are  known 
here  by  the  appellation  of  ftores,  and  fupply  the 
inhabitants  with  every  individual  article  neceffary 
in  life,  fuch  as  linens,  woollens,  filks,  paper, 
books,  iron,  cutlery,  hats,  ftockings,  Ihoes, 
wines,  fpirits,  fugars,  tiff,  and  even  jewelry ;  for 
which  in  return  they  receive  tobacco,  (kins,  furs, 
cotton,  butter,  flour,  t$c.  in  confiderable  quanti- 
ties at  a  time,  being  obliged  to  give  a  year's  credit. 

By 
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By  this  it  appears,  that  there  is  but  little  fpecie 
in  circulation ;  indeed  there  is  no  great  occafion 
for  it ;  for  a  planter  raifes  his  own  meats,  beef, 
and  bacon,  his  own  corn  and  bread,  his  drink,  cy- 
der, and  brandy,  his  fruit,  apples,  peaches,  &c. 
and  great  part  of  his  cloathing,  which  is  cotton. 

He  has  no  market  to  repair  to  but  the  neareft 
ftore  ;  which  chiefly  fupplies  him  with  finery,  be- 
tides the  ufeful  and  neceffary  articles  for  agricul- 
ture, and  what  little  cloathing  his  ftaves  require, 
for  which  he  pays  his  crop  of  tobacco,  or  whatever 
elfe  may  be  his  ftaple  produce,  and  is  always 
twelve  months  in  arrear. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Tarburg.  Attacked  by  an  itinerant  New  light  Preacher. 
Got  Lop.  Strange  Ignorance  and  uncouth  appear- 
ance of  the  Inhabitants.  Injiance  of  extraordinary 
Hofpitality  and  Benevolence.  Choivan  Sound.  Mcc- 
coffonisnakes.    Rattle  Snakes.    Cure  for  their  Bite. 

IM  A  D  E  an  excurfion  to  a  little  town,  named 
Tarburg  :  it  is  not  half  fo  large  as  Halifax,  be- 
ing a  very  infignificant  place  indeed. 

I  was  entertained  by  a  Mr.  Hall,  the  night  I  re- 
mained in  this  place,  and  returned  to  Halifax  next 
day. 

Tarburg  is  about  forty  miles  due  fouth  from  Ha- 
lifax, and  has  not  been  built  many  years. 

The  chief  produce  around  this  place  is  tar,  In- 
dian corn,  and  hogs. 

There  is  a  large  wooden  bridge  over  Tar-river, 
at  this  town,  which  is  very  high  and  wide,  yet 
feveral  as  good  have  been  carried  away  by  the 
floods. 

I  made  another  peregrination,  which  on  ac- 
count of  the  fingularity  of  the  adventures  therein, 
I  fhall  relate. 

It  was  to  Chowan  found. 

I  fet  out  from  Halifax,  and  rode  along  down  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  Roanoak,  as  far  as  Pulham's  fer- 
ry, (about  fifteen  miles  below  the  town),  where  I 
crofted  the  river,  and  that  evening  reached  Mat- 
thew Brickie's  ordinary. 

Here  I  found  tolerable  accommodations,  but  had 
to  defend  myfelf  againfl  the  formidable  attacks  of  a 
new-light  itinerant  preacher,  who  had  perverted 
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this  family,  as  well  as  mod  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  vicinity  ;  and  after  exhaufting  all  the  fire  of 
his  artillery,  cant,  and  pretended  infpiration,  upon 
me  in  vain,  he  very  gravely  and  formally  conclu- 
ded, and  pronounced  with  great  folemnity,  that  I 
was  an  obftinate  unbeliever,  and  that  my  hour  of 
receiving  light  and  divine  grace  was  not  yet  arrived. 

Having  rode  thirty-fix  miles  that  day,  I  fet  out 
next  morning,  and  proceeded  through  the  dreary 
pines,  which  compofe  almoft  all  the  woods  that 
grow  down  this  way  ;  and  about  twelve  o'clock, 
following  a  path  that  led  me  out  of  my  road,  I  got 
entirely  bewildered  and  loft. 

Being  extremely  fatigued,  hungry,  and  dry,  I 
called  at  feveral  miferable  hovels,  at  the  diftances 
of  five  or  fix  miles  afunder,  but  could  neither  ob- 
tain dire6tions  on  my  way,  or  any  kind  of  refrefh- 
ment  ;  even  the  water  w?.s  fo  very  ill  tafted,  and 
infalubrious,  that  it  could  fcarcely  be  drank. 

I  rode  on  in  this  miferable  dilemma  and  preca- 
rious fituation,  among  thele  ignorant  w retches, 
until  night  approached,  when  they  all  refufed  to 
permit  me  to  lodge  under  their  fhelters  :  "  Won- 
"  dering  (as  they  laid)  where  I  came  from,  or 
"  why  I  mould  come  there,  where  nobody  comes; 
**  but  (telling  me)  if  I  could  get  to  Mr.  Tyers's, 
"  about  feven  miles  off,  I  might  get  quarters  ;  for 
'*  he  often  had  firange,  outlandifh  folks  tolodee  at  his 
*'  houfe ;  and  was  a  rich  man,  and  had  a  mill, 
"  and  a  blackfmith's  fhop,  and  a  ftill." 

Thefe  people  are  the  moil  wretchedly  ignorant 
of  any  I  ever  met  with.  They  could  not  tell  me 
the  name  of  the  place,  county,  or  parifh  they 
refided  in,  nor  any  other  place  in  the  adjacent 
country  \  neither  could  they  furnilh  me  with  any 
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dire&ions,  by  which  I  might  again  difcover  and 
afcertain  the  right  way. 

Their  appearance  alfo  is  equally  fordid  and  mean, 
being  of  a  fallow  complexion  and  yellowifh  hue, 
almoft  as  tawney  asmulattoes,  with  the  fmoak  of 
the  light-wood,  (the  roots  and  knots  of  pines,  fo 
named  here),  which  is  their  whole  fuel,  cloathed 
in  cotton  rags,  that  had  been  once  dyed  of  fome 
colour,  and  all  enveloped  in  dirt  and  naftinefs. 

With  much  perfuafion,  I  procured  one  of  thefe 
lumps  of  mortality  to  accompany  me  as  a  guide  to 
this  Mr.  Tyers's,  where,  after  much  difficulty,  and 
no  fmall  hazard  in  pafling  over  feveral  deep  and 
miry  fwamps,  I  at  length  arrived,  a  little  after  dark. 

Here  I  obtained  ample  compenfation  for  the 
churlifhnefs  of  thofe  ignorant  creatures  whom  I 
had  been  among,  by  the  hearty  welcome,  and 
kind  hofpitable  entertainment  I  received  from  Mr. 
Tyers,  who  appears  to  be  a  little  monarch  in  this 
domain,  being  the  only  magiftrate  in  this  place  for 
thirty  miles  around,  and,  I  had  almoft  pronoun- 
ced, the  only  intelligent  being. 

His  houfe  was  the  feat  of  plenty  and  plainnefs, 
mirth  and  good-humour,  and  genuine  hofpitality 
without  oftentation  ;  but  entirely  out  of  the  way 
from  all  public  roads. 

Here  1  found  a  large  table  loaded  with  fat  roaft- 
ed  turkies,  geefe,  and  ducks,  boiled  fowls,  large 
hams,  hung  beef,  barbicued  pig,  &c.  enough  for 
five-and-twenty  men. 

Mr.  Tyers  told  me,  that  it  was  but  feldom  he 
was  favoured  with  the  company  of  any  ftrangers ; 
but  when  he  was  fo  fortunate,  it  always  afforded 
him  great  pleafure  to  entertain  them,  becaufe  he 
was  fenfible  that  they  could  obtain  no  refrefhment 
any  where  near  him,  and  for  that  reafon,  he  had 
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given  directions  to  the  inhabitants  for  twenty  miles 
around  him,  to  fend  all  ftrangers  to  his  houie. 

Mr.  Tyers,  with  a  benevolence  and  grace  that 
would  do  honour  to  any  ftation,  mounted  his 
horfe,  next  morning,  to  accompany  me  for  the 
day  ;  both  to  fhew  me  the  way,  and  the  country. 

We  arrived  at  a  ferry  on  Chowan-river,  or 
found  (named  Cotton's)  :  it  is  three  miles  over  ; 
we  croffed  it,  and  rode  along  upon  a  wooden  caufe- 
way,  through  a  marlh,  which  is  here  called  a 
poccofon,  growing  thick  with  tall  reeds,  near  three 
miles  over. 

Down  this  way  I  alfo  obferved  great  numbers 
of  cyprefs  trees,  tall,  ftraight,  and  lofty,  in  many 
of  the  fwamps  and  low  grounds  ;  befides  multi- 
tudes of  fingular  excreffences,  named  cyprefs 
knees,  which  make  a  very  odd  appearance,  arifing 
in  the  form  of  knees,  out  of  the  moift  miry 
places. 

We  then  returned,  and  reached  my  old  fandYi- 
fied  landlord  Malthew  Brickie's  that  night,  where 
Mr.  Tyers  flayed  alfo  ;  and  in  the  morning  we 
parted  :  he  returning  to  his  houfe,  the  manfion  of 
benevolence  and  virtue  ;  and  I  to  Halifax,  heartily 
tired  andfickof  myexcurfion. 

I  cannot  omit  obferving  a  fingular  and  very  dis- 
agreeable fight  I  noticed  in  paffing  Chowan-river  : 
it  was  numbers  of  large  ferpents,  lying  upon  logs 
and  fallen  trees  in  the  river,  bafking  themfelves  in 
the  fun. 

It  feems  this  marfh,  morafs,  or  poccofon,  as 
fuch  places  are  named  here,  abounds  with  thefe 
noxious  difguftful  creatures. 

Moft  of  them  were  of  the  kind  called  moccoffoa 
fnakes,  as  large  as  the  rattle-fnake,  but  thicker, 
ihorter,  and  deftitute  of  rattles,  which  renders 

them 
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them  more  dangerous,  as  by  this  means  they  bite 
without  previous  warning,  which  the  rattle-fnake 
never  does,  and  their  bite  is  equally  poifonous  and 
fatal  ;  fome  fay  more  fo. 

They  are  beautifully  fpeckled,  juft  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  rattle-fnake,  though  they  appear 
duller,  the  colours  of  each  being  the  fame,  but 
thofe  of  the  moccoffons  not  fo  bright  ;  for  the 
fimilitude  between  them  is  fo  very  Strong,  that 
thefe  are  generally  reckoned  the  female  rattle- 
fnakes,  by  the  more  ignorant  inhabitants. 

Although  the  bite  of  both  thefe  fnakes  have 
always  proved  certain  death,  yet  it  is  furprifing  to 
oblerve,  that  the  inhabitants  are  under  very  flender 
apprehenfions  from  them  :  indeed  they  feem  to 
dread  them  no  more  than  any  other  ferpent. 

However,  all  the  Americans  appear  to  have  a 
particular  antipathy  to  the  whole  fpecies. 

It  has  but  very  lately  beendifcovered,  that  there 
is  a  remedy  of  efficacy  for  the  bite  of  thofe  fnakes, 
and  an  antidote  againft  their  poifon. 

This  is  equal  quantities  of  the  juice  of  hore- 
hound  and  plantain,  administered  internally,  large- 
ly and  frequently,  and  poultices  of  the  bruiled 
plants  applied  to  the  wound. 

It  was  a  poor  negroe  flave  that  firfl  discovered 
this  valuable  Sovereign  remedy  ;  and  the  affembly, 
or  parliament  of  North  Carolina,  rewarded  him 
with  his  freedom  and  two  hundred  pounds  for  di- 
vulging it.  A  laudable  example  to  governments, 
and  an  instance  of  their  Superior  humanity  ;  which 
will  for  ever  reflect  upon  them  the  higheft  honour. 

Notwithstanding  this  plain  and  Simple  remedy 
may  be  readily  obtained,  and  eafily  administered 
by  the  molt  ignorant,  as  both  horehound  and 
plain'ain  grow  fpontaneoufly   near  almoft  every 
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lioufe,  and  in  mod  places  where  the  land  has  been 
cleared  of  woods  ;  yet  the  knowledge  of  this  great 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  them  has  extended  but 
very  little,  occafioned  by  the  fmall  intercourfe, 
and  very  limited  communication  there  is  in  general 
between  the  thinly  and  diftantly  fcattered  inhabi- 
tants of  this  wide-fpread  country  :  fo  that  from 
this  ignorance,  the  bite  of  thefe  noxious  and  dead- 
ly ferpents  continues  ftill  to  prove  almoft  as  fatal  as 
ever. 


G  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

Extraordinary  Woman.  American  General  an  Inn- 
keeper. Dreadful  Thunder-clap.  Simplicity  of  the 
Negroes.    An  extraordinary  Injlance  thereof. 

ABOUT  the  beginning  of  November  I  depart- 
ed from  Halifax,  where  with  great  fatis- 
fa&ion  1  had  enjoyed  a  very  agreeable  fociety,  on 
my  route  to  Hillfborotigh,  which  is  juft  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  miles  diftant. 

I  called  at  Edmundfon's  ordinary  to  bait  my 
horfe,  and  to  breakfaft  ;  which  is  about  ten  or 
eleven  miles  from  Halifax. 

At  this  houfe  I  faw  the  largeft  and  ftrongeft 
woman,  perhaps,  in  the  world  :  Ihe  was  fix  feet 
two  inches  and  a  half  in  height,  well  built  in  pro- 
portion, ftrong,  robuft,  and  mufcular  as  a  man 
of  the  fame  ftature.  She  poffefTed  a  boldnefs 
and  fpirit  inferior  to  no  man ;  and  there  was  no 
bully,  bruifer,  wreftler,  or  any  perfon  that  excel- 
led in  athletic  power  and  agility,  for  fifty  miles 
around,  that  Ihe  had  not  complimented  with  a 
fair  and  complete  drubbing  ;  in  fhort,  (he  was 
a  perfect  virago,  of  great  courage  and  aftonifhing 
ftrength  and  ill  nature. 

I  fubmitted  to  fome  fmall  impofition  in  her 
charge,  rather  than  enter  the  lifts  with  her  in  dif- 
pute,  and  run  the  rifque  of  experiencing  her 
prowefs  ;  for  indeed  this  is  only  a  contribution  fhe 
conftantly  levies  or  exacts  upon  all  that  frequent 
thre  houfe,  of  which  fhe  is  mafter  as  well  as 
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miftrefs,  her  infignificant  hufband  being  an  abfo- 
lute  cypher. 

Having  received  an  invitation  to  fpend  fome 
days  with  Thomas  Eaton,  efq.  at  his  feat  on  the 
banks  of  the  Roanoak,  twenty-eight  miles  above 
Halifax,  I  arrived  there  to  dinner. 

It  is  pieafantly  fituited  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
river,  which  is  one  half  wider  here  than  at  Hali- 
fax. 

There  is  a  very  public  ferry  at  this  place,  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Eaton,  and  of  great  emolument  to 
him. 

The  low  grounds  are  more  extenfive  here  than 
any  where  elfe  on  the  Roanoak. 

Mr.  Eaton  poffefTcs  a  very  fine  eftate :  thw 
plantation  alone  is  worth  at  leaft  three  thoufand 
pounds,  containing  about  fifteen  hundred  acres; 
yet  his  father  purchafed  the  whole  for  thirty 
pounds.  With  fuch  aftonifhing  rapidity  has  the 
value  of  landed  property  increafed  in  this  province. 

During  the  few  days  that  I  remained  at  Mr. 
Eaton's,  we  made  many  pleafant  excurfions  in  the 
vicinity,  on  vifits  to  every  perfon  of  any  note. 

In  a  little  emigration  to  Ofborn  Jefferies's  efq. 
on  the  banks  of  Tar-River,  my  horfe  falling  lame, 
obliged  us  to  call  and  make  fome  flay  at  an  or- 
dinary, inn,  or  tavern,  at  Bute  county  court- 
houfe,  kept  by  one  Jethroe  Sumner,  where  we 
found  an  excellent  dinner  as  well  as  an  agreeable 
facetious  holt. 

[This  inn-keeper  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in 
the  courfe  of  the  late  war,  being  the  general 
Sumner,  of  the  American  army,  who  has  been 
fo  active  in  the  Carolinas. 

He 
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He  is  a  man  of  a  perfon  lufty,  and  rather 
handfome,  with  an  cafy  and  genteel  addrefs  :  his 
marriage  with  a  young  woman  of  a  good  fa- 
mily, with  whom  he  received  a  handfome  for- 
tune ;  his  being  a  captain  of  provincials  laft  war, 
but  above  all  his  violent  principles,  and  keeping 
an  inn  at  the  court-houfe  (which  is  fcarcely 
thought  a  mean  occupation  here),  lingular  as 
the  latter  circumftance  may  appear,  contribut- 
ed more  to  his  appointment  and  promotion  in 
the  American  army,  than  any  other  merit. 

For  it  is  a  fact,  that  more  than  one  third  of 
their  general  officers  have  been  inn-keepers,  and 
have  been  chiefly  indebted  to  that  circumftance 
for  fuch  rank. 

Becaufe  by  that  public,  but  inferior  ftation, 
their  principles  and  perfons  became  more  gene- 
rally known  ;  and  by  the  mixture  and  variety 
of  company  they  converfed  with,  in  the  way  of 
their  bufinefs,  their  ideas  and  their  ambitious 
views  were  more  excited  and  extended  than  the 
generality  of  the  honeft  and  refpe&able  planters, 
who  remained  in  peace  at  their  homes.] 

Their  is  an  extreme  valuable  body  of  rich 
high  land  that  extends  five  miles  around  Bute 
county  court-houfe:  this  whole  tract  is  ftrong 
and  fertile  in  an  uncommon  degree.  There  is 
fcarcely  a  pine-tree  to  be  found  within  that  dif- 
tance,  although  the  furrounding  woods  on  every 
fide,  are  very  much  mixed  with  them. 

Having  been  favoured  with  a  kind  and  preffingin- 
vitation  to  vifit  Robert  Alexander,  efq.  I  left 
Mr.  Eaton's,  and  called  upon  him,  from  whom 
I  alfo  received  every  attention  and  civility. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Alexander  accompanied  me  to  view  a 
remarkable  place  in  the  Roanoak,  named  the 
Horfe-ford  ;  the  only  one  where  horfes  can 
crols  the  river,  in  that  manner,  for  a  vaft 
diftance  :  it  is  fifteen  miles  above  Eaton's  ferry, 
and  at  this  place  the  river  is  more  than  half  a 
mile  wide  :  it  is  fordable  only  during  one  month 
in  the  dried  feafon  of  the  year,  and  even  then  it  is 
extremely  hazardous  and  difficult  ;  the  water 
being  never  lefs  than  four  feet  deep,  ar.d  the  current 
very  rapid. 

The  land  on  each  fide  of  the  river  at  this 
place  is  broken  and  hilly,  befides  being  very 
fterile  and  poor  in  quality. 

The  weather  here,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
is  really  charming,  neither  too  cold,  nor  much 
incommoded  with  heat ;  the  air  and  fky  being 
always  clear,  bright,  and  ferene,  and  thunder 
and  ftorms  much  lefs  frequent. 

I  forgot  to  mention,  that  while  I  was  at  Mr. 
Eaton's,  one  morning  having  arofe  very  earlv, 
(landing  at  the  door,  I  obferved  a  fingle  fmall 
black  cloud,  and  not  another,  of  any  kind,  to 
be  feen  in  the  hemifphere,  the  fky  being  a 
pure  bright  azure  :  that  inftant,  all  on  a 
iudden,  there  came  thcmoft  violent  and  tremendous 
thunder-clap  that  ever  I  remember  to  have 
heard  ;  the  lightning  ftruck  Mr.  Eaton's  kit- 
chen, fplit  down  the  chimney,  performed  a 
multitude  of  fantaftic  freaks  of  electricity,  and 
killed  two  negroe  men,  but  did  no  hurt  to  two 
infants,  then  in  their  arms. 

This  was  accounted  the  more  extraordinary, 
as  there  was  only  that  fingle  explofion  :  and  in 
the  mod  violent  thunder  ftorms,  when  peals 
fucceed  each  other,  in  loud  contention,  for  a 

confiderable 
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eonfiderable  duration  of  time,  any  accident  hap- 
pening therefrom  is  feldom  ever  heard  of  ;  only 
large,  lofty  trees  in  the  woods  are  frequently 
fplit  in  fhivers,  from  top  to  bottom,  and  fet 
on  fire  by  the  lightning  on  fuch  occafions. 

Both  Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  Eaton  poflefs 
excellent  plantations,  rich,  fertile,  and  very 
valuable  :  they  are  both  great  and  eminent 
planters,  and  value  themfelves  highly  upon  their 
{kill,  their  induftry,  and  their  fuperior  crops. 

At  Mr.  Eaton's  I  faw  the  largefl  turnip  that  I 
can  recollect  ever  to  have  heard  of  :  it  was  four 
feet  eight  inches  in  circumference,  but  was  of 
the  flat  fpungy  kind,  and  not  at  ail  thick  in 
proportion.  This  turnip  was  not  cultivated 
aloRe,  but  grew  in  a  large  field  unmanured,  pro- 
mifcuoufly  with  many  thoufands  more,  numbers 
of  which  were  perhaps  as  large  as  this,  for  I 
meafured  it  myfelf  in  the  field. 

I  mall  here  relate  a  trifling,  and  rather  di- 
verting circumftance  that  may  be  interefiing  to 
fome,  by  evincing  the  great  fimplicky  of  the 
blacks. 

Having  taken  with  me  a  negroe  named  Rich- 
mond, from  a  plantation  here,  which  I  had  j u  11 
purchafed  and  fettled,  to  carry  me  over  the  Ro- 
anoak  in  a  canoe,  that  I  might  contemplate  on 
and  enjoy  an  elegant,  wild  perfpeclive,  from  the 
lummit  of  a  eonfiderable  eminence  that  arole  ab- 
ruptly on  a  peninfula,  almofi:  lurrounded  by  the 
river,  I  ordered  him  to  meet  me  with  the  canoe 
at  the  oppofue  fide  of  the  peninfula. 

When  I  arrived  there,  at  the  time  appointed, 
there  was  no  canoe,  and  no  negroe  :  I  called 
out  for  Richmond,  as  loud  as  I  could  vociferate, 
but  had  no  anfwer. 

Vol.  I.  E  It 


H  A  TOUR  IN  THt 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  which 
happened  to  be  uncommonly  hot  and  fultry  ;  I  was 
much  indifpofed  and  reduced  very  weak  with  an 
intermittent  fever. 

After  wailing  until  the  heat  of  the  weather  and 
the  fever  had  almoft  overcome  me,  I  refolved  to 
walk  down,  along  the  fide  of  the  river,  until  I 
Ihould  meet  or  find  him  i  as  1  apprehended  he 
might  be  afleep,  which  all  negroes  are  extremely 
addicted  to  :  but  in  this  attempt  I  found  the  ut- 
moft  difficulty,  from  the  almoft  infuperable  im- 
pediments of  trees  fallen,  and  impending  over  the 
water,  deep  miry  foil  and  leaves  that  funk  to  my 
knees  every  ftep,  impenetrable  briars  and  under- 
wood, black  muddy  gutts  from  the  river,  which 
compelled  me  to  make  circuits  of  half  a  mile  to 
get  round  each  of  them;  and  innumerable  fwariro 
of  mufketoes,  ticks,  poifonous  infefts,  and  fnakes. 

Ever)  quarter  of  a  mile  I  loudly  called  him, 
but  received  no  anfwer.  Frequently  quite  over- 
powered with  weaknefs  and  fatigue,  I  funk  down 
to  reft,  and  as  often,  for  mere  felf-prefervation 
and  defence,  was  compelled  to  arife  again  to  in- 
fupportable  toil.  At  length  night  overtook  me, 
with  my  cloaths  torn,  my  flefh  lacerated  and  bleed- 
ing with  briars  and  thorns,  ftuhg  all  over  by  poi- 
fonous infects,  fuffocated  with  thirft  and  heat, 
and  fainting  under  fatigue,  imbecility,  and  difea/e* 

In  this  wretched  milerable  condition,  I  at  length 
arrived  at  the  place  where  I  had  landed  in  the 
morning,  having  travelled  about  five  miles  in 
feven  hours,  through  a  perpetual  thicket  of  al- 
moft impenetrable  woods. 

Here  I  found  Richmond,  faft  afleep  in  the  ca- 
noe, exactly  in  the  fame  fpot  where  1  had  left  him 
in  the  morning. 

Being 
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Being  incenfed  in  the  higheft  degree,  I  threat- 
ened him  with  fevere  punifliment,  when  he  beg- 
ged me  to  liften  to  his  excufe.  *  Kay  maffi  (fays 
'  he),  you  juft  leave  me,  me  fit  here,  great  fifh 
'  jump  up  into  de  canoe  ;  here  he  be,  mafia, 
*  fine  fifh,  mafia ;  me  den  very  grad  ;  den  me 
'  fit  very  ftill,  until  another  great  fifh  jump  into 
'  de  canoe;  but  me  fall  afleep,  mafia,  and  no 
'  wake  till  you  come;  now,  mafia,  me  know 
'  me  deferve  flogging,  caufe  if  great  fifh  did 
'  jump  into  de  canoe,  he  fee  me  afleep,  den  he 
'  jump  out  again,  and  I  no  catch  him  ;  fo,  mafia, 
'  me  willing  now  take  good  flogging.'  

My  pain  and  vexation  was  for  a  moment  for- 
gotten, and  I  laughed  heartily  at  the  poor  fellow's 
ignorance,  and  extreme  fimplicity,  in  waiting 
there  for  more  fifties  to  jump  into  his  canoe,  be- 
caufe  one  had  happened  to  do  fo j  and  therefore 
forgave  his  crime. 


•E  a  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

Nutbujh  Creek.  Member  of  Cengreff.  Anecdote* 
of  the  famous  Henderfon,  and  the  Origin  of  the 
new  Settlement  oj  Kentucky 

W HEN  I  left  Mr.  Alexander's  I  proceed- 
ed up  the  river  fide  to  Taylor's  ferry, 
which  is  the  mod  frequented  of  any  on  Roanoak, 
and  is  fituated  on  the  great  road  leading  from  the 
moft  populous  parts  of  the  Carolinas,  to  the  rich- 
eft  and  moft  thick  fettled  divifion  of  Virginia. 

I  then  ftruck  out  on  my  left  hand,  into  a  very- 
fine  fettlement  called  Nutbufb,  from  a  creek  of 
that  name,  which  runs  through  it ;  and  it  is  a 
large  body  of  excellent  land. 

I  put  up  at  the  houfe  of  a  Mr.  Penn,  a  man 
of  fome  property,  to  whom  I  had  been  furnifhed 
with  letters  of  recommendation  and  civility. 

From  this  gentleman  I  received  the  politeft  at- 
tentions, and  we  entered  on  a  very  ferious  and 
private  converfation  on  political  fubje&s,  wherein 
he  fully  opened  his  mind,  and  difclofed  his  fen- 
timents  on  that  head  with  the  moft  undifguifed 
confidence,  freedom,  and  candour. 

[The  above  Mr  Penn  was  afterwards  a  delegate 
to  Congrefs  from  the  ftate  of  North  Carolina  ; 
and  a  few  days  fubfequent  to  their  declaration  of 
independence,  while  I  was  a  prifoner  among  the 
Americans,  having  an  opportunity  of  converfing 
with  him,  and  finding  his  political  principles  fo  to- 
different  from  what  they  appeared  tome  to  be  be- 
fore, I  gave  him  a  hint  thereof,  which  calling 

back 
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back  his  recollection  to  our  former  confidential 
converfation,  perfectly  filenced  him,  fo  that  he 
actually  was  incapable  of  making  any  farther  re- 

piy.] 

Here  I  alfo  called  at  one  William's,  a  lawyer, 
who  is  faid  to  be,  and  is  very  much  like  a  mu- 
lattoe. 

At  this  houfe  I  happened  to  fall  in  company, 
and  have  a  great  deal  of  converfation  with  one  of 
the  moft  lingular  and  extraordinary  perfons  and 
excentric  geniufes  in  America,  and  perhaps  in  the 
world. 

His  name  is  Nathaniel  Henderfon  ;  his  father  is 
ftill  alive,  a  poor  man,  whofe'  refidence  is  in  the 
fettlement  of  Nutbufh,.  where  he  was  at  this  time 
on  a  vifit. 

This  Ion  was  grown  up  to  maturity  before  he  had 
been  taught  to  read  or  write,  md  he  acquired  thoie 
rudiments  of  education,  and  arithmetic  alio,  by 
his  own  indefatigable  induftry. 

He  then  obtained  the  inferior  office  of  conftablej 
from  that  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  under- 
fheriff ;  after  this  he  procured  a  licence  to  plead 
as  a  lawyer,  in  the  inferior  or  county  courts,  and 
foon  after  in  the  fuperior*  or  higheft  courts  of 
judicature. 

Even  there,,  where  oratory  and  eloquence  is  as 
brilliant  and  powerful  as  in  Weftminfter-hall,  he 
foon  became  diflinguifhed  and  eminent,  and  his 
fuperior  genius  fhone  forth  with  great  fplendour, 
and  univerfal  applaufe. 

He  was,  at  the  fame  time,  a  man  of  pleafure, 
gay,  facetious,  and  pliant  ;  nor  did  his  amazing 
talents,  and  general  praife,.  create  him  a  fingle  e- 
nemy. 

E3  In 
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In  fhort,  while  yet  a  very  young  man,  he  was 
promoted  from  the  bar  to  the  bench,  and  appointed 
Aflbciate  Chief  Judge  of  the  province  of  North 
Carolina,  with  a  falary  adequate  to  the  dignity. 

Even  in  this  elevated  ftation,  his  reputation  and 
renown  continued  to  increafe. 

But  having  made  feveral  large  purchafes,  and 
having  fallen  into  a  train  of  expence  that  his 
circumftances  and  finances  could  not  fupport,  his 
extenfive  genius  ftruck  out  on  a  bolder  traft  to  for- 
tune and  fame,  than  any  one  had  ever  attempted 
before  hira. 

Under  pretence  of  viewing  fome  back  lands,  he 
privately  went  out  to  the  Cherokee  nation  of 
Indians,  and,  for  "an  infignificant  confederation 
(only  ten  waggons  loaded  with  cheap  goods,  fuch 
as  coarfe  woollens,  trinkets,  fome  fire-arms,  and 
fpirituous  liquors),  made  a  purchafe  from  the 
chiefs  of  the  nation,  of  a  vaft  traO:  of  territory, 
equal  in  extent  to  a  kingdom  ;  and  in  the  excel- 
lence of  climate  and  foil,  extent  of  its  rivers, 
and  beautiful  elegance  of  fituations,  inferior  to 
none  in  the  univerle.  A  domain  of  no  lefs  than 
one  hundred  miles  fquare,  fuuated  on  the  back  or 
interior  part  of  Virginia,  and  of  North  and  South 
Carolina  ;  comprehending  the  rivers  Kentucky, 
Cherokee,  and  Ohio,  befides  a  variety  of  inferior 
rivulets,  delightful  and  charming  as  imagination 
can  conceive. 

This  tranfa&ion  he  kept  a  profound  fecret,  un- 
til fuch  time  as  he  obtained  the  final  ratification  of 
the  whole  nation  in  form.  Then  he  immediately 
invited  iettlers  from  all  the  provinces,  offering  them 
land  on  the  moft  advantageous  terms,  and  propofing 
to  them  likewife,  to  form  a  legiflature  and  govern- 
ment of  their  own  ;  fuch  as  might  be  mofl  conve- 
nient 


UNITED  STATES   OF  AMERICA.  79 

nient  to  their  particular  circumftances  of  fettle- 
mcnt.  And  he  inftantly  vacated  his  feat  on  the 
bench. 

Mr.  Henderfon  by  this  means  eftablifhed  a 
new  colony,  numerous  and  refpe£table,  of  which 
he  himfelf  was  actually  proprietor  as  well  as  go- 
vernor, and  indeed  legiftator  alfo  •>  having  framed 
a  code  of  laws,  particularly  adapted  to  their  An- 
gular fituation,  aud  local  circumftances. 

In  vain  did  the  different  governors  fulminate 
their  proclamations  of  outlawry  againft  him  and 
his  people  :  in  vain  did  they  offer  rewards  for  ap- 
prehending him,  and  forbid  every  perfon  from 
joining,  or  repairing  to  his  fettlement  ;  under  the 
fan&ion  and  authority  of  a  general  law,  that  ren- 
ders the  formal  affent  of  the  governors  and  affem- 
blies  of  the  different  provinces  abfolutely  necefla- 
ry  to  validate  the  purchafe  of  any  lands  from  the 
Indian  nations.  For  this  inftance,  being  the  act 
of  the  Indians  themlelves,  they  defended  him  and 
his  colony,  being  in  fa£t  as  a  bulwark  and  barrier 
between  Virginia,  as  well  as  North  and  South 
Carolina  and  him  ;  his  territory  lying  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  their  nation. 

I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  I  do  not  prefume 
to  undertake  his  juftification,  but  only  admire  his 
enterprifing  policy,  and  the  vigour  and  activity  of 
his  mind. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

Barrijburg.     Tar  River.    Taken  Sick.  Extremely 
ill.    Uncivilized  inhabitants.     Handfome  Women. 
Infiances  oj  worfe  than  favage  Brutality.    A  very 
ftngular  and  diverting  Trick.    Meet  ivitA  a  beau- 
tiful Girl.    An  extraordinary  Occurrence. 

FROM  the  convention  I  had  with  this  very 
extraordinary  perfon,  Mr.  Henderfon,  I 
entertained  a  ftrong  inclination  to  pay  a  vifit  to  his 
domain  ;  which  muft  certainly  affoid  a  large  field 
for  fpeculation  and  enterprile,  being  fituated  in 
the  very  heart  of  the  content  of  America,  and  in 
a  great  degree  precluded  from  the  general  inter- 
courfe  of  the  reft  of  mankind,  and  fociety  at 
large,  being  likewife  feveral  hundred  miles  diftant 
from  any  other  fettlement. 

However,  fome  mifunderft*ndings  and  difturb- 
ances  that  I  was  informed  had  broke  out  between 
the  Virginians  and  the  Shawnefe  and  other  Indians, 
1  apprehended  would  at  this  particular  period 
render  the  enterprize  rather  hazardous  ;  Mr. 
Henderfon  himfelf  appearing  fomewhat  intimi- 
dated at  the  danger. 

Having  proceeded  on  my  journey,  I  flept  at  a 
place  where  they  have  dignified  a  few  log  hovels 
with  the  appellation  of  a  town  called  Harnfburg, 
from  the  proprietor's  name. 

On  the  day  following  I  forded  two  flreams  of 
water  named  Fifhing  Creek  and  Tar  River,  fome 

miles 
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miles  diftant  from  each  other  ;  the  laft  of  which 
is  pretty  confiderable,  and  very  rocky. 

Finding  myfelf  rather  indifpofed,  I  flopped  at 
a  houfe  on  the  banks  of  a  water-courfe  named 
Napareed's  Creek,  and.  was  compelled  to  remain 
there  all  night. 

In  the  morning  I  became  much  worfe,  and  foon 
found  myfelf  feized  with  a  mod  fevere  ficknefs,. 
here  called  a.Seaforiing  (to  the  country  and  climate.) 
It  was  a  violent  bilious  fever,  and  loon  reduced 
me  to  the  verge  of  death. 

There  was  nothing  to  be  procured  in  this 
place  fit  for  a  fick  perfon,  not  even  a  nurfe. 
Nature  and  a  good  conftitution  were  my  only 
phyficians  and  medicines.. 

I- lay  for  ten  days  quite  delirious  and  helplefs, 
and  it  was  five  weks  before  1  was  out  of  danger  ; 
but  even  then,  fo  extremely  weak  and  low,  that 
1  was  fcarcely  able  to  walk  acrofs  the  room. 

My  ftrength  returned  fo  very  (lowly,  that  I 
was  obliged  to  make  a  long  refidence  in  this  foli,- 
tary  place,  but  thereby  I  became  much  more  fa- 
miliarized and  reconciled  to  the  cuftoms,  con- 
verfation,.  and  manners  of  the  people,  which,  it 
mull  be  confcffed,  are  fuffiuently  rude  and  dif- 
gufting. 

I  alio  formed  particular,  and  agreeable  enough 
acquaintances  with  the  fofrer  fex  ;    who  are,  to 
be  fure,  very  fingular  in  their  manners  and  beha- 
viour,   although    almoft    the    only   humanized  i 
beings  in  tne  place. 

In  their  fhape  and  features  fome  of  them  are 
certainly  very  handiome,  yet,  at  beft,  little  better 
than  beautiful  fuvages. 

E  5  But 
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But  was  I  to  relate  the  various  inftances  I  have 
feen  of  the  extreme  rudenels  and  brutality  of 
many  of  the  men,  they  would  Icarcely  appear 
credible  to  the  civilized  part  of  the  (pedes. 

However,  I  fhall  hazard  a  very  few  of  the  rnoft 
moderate,  by  which  iome  judgement  of  the  reft 
may  be  formed. 

They  feem  to  entertain  little  or  no  fenfe  of  re- 
ligion, and  as  little  knowledge,  or  fear,  of  a  fu- 
ture flate,  God,  or  Devil. 

But  they  all,  efpecially  the  women,  profefs 
an  avowed  partiality  for  Britons,  whom,  not- 
withftandingl  they  call  outlandifh  folks,  ignorant 
and  unpolifhed,  thinking  themfelves  the  only  po- 
lite, knowing  people  in  the  world. 

The  following  are  fome  of  the  inftances  I  pro- 
mifed  to  mention  of  their  ferocity. 

They  cut  off  the  ears  and  tail  of  a  favourite 
cat  of  mine,  and  called  it  fun. 

She  had  young  ones,  and  the  barbarians  cut  off 
the  ears  and  tails  of  all  the  kittens ;  this  they 
called  high  fun  j  and  were  exceflively  delighted 
at  beholding  the  poor  animals  agonies  and  contor- 
tions in  death. 

I  accuftomed  myfelf  to  go  out  along  with 
them  a  hunting,  fiftiing,  fwimming,  fowl- 
ing, &c.  for  my  amusement  and  diverfion. 

Being  once  on  a  vifit  at  a  Mr.  Glen's,  he  and 
I  went  to  the  river  to  fwim,  it  being  but  a  very 
Ihort  diftance  from  his  houfe  ;  whilft  we  were 
there,  his  wife  and  her  fifter,  who  were  both 
young  and  handfome,  came  down  to  the  water- 
Tide,  and  in  a  frolic  hid  our  cloaths. 

After  they  had  laughed  at  us  for  fome  time, 
they  informed  us.  where  they  were,  and  I  put 

mine 
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mine  on  ;  but  he  ran  out  of  the  water,  and 
purfued  the  women  ftark  naked. 

Having  caught  his  wife,,  he  brought  her  into> 
the  room  where  his  fitter  and  I  wen.,,  locked  the 
door,  took  out  the  key,  threw  her  down  on  the 
bed,  and  notwithstanding  her  utmoft  endeavours 
to  prevent  him  and  di.rengage  herlelf,  committed 
an  aft  that  a  mere  favage  would  have  been 
alhamed  to  have  attempted  in  public. 

This  he  would  afterwards  boaft  of  in  all  com- 
panies, in  the  prefence  of  his  wife  and  every 
other  lady,  as  an  excellent  joke,  and  prodigious, 
piece  of  humour. 

I  had  an  averfion  to  the  fellow  ever  after  this* 
and  I  believe  his  wife  liked  him  no  better  for 
Ihe  frequently  complained  to  me  how  extremely 
odious  he  was  become  to  hep. 

Soon  after  this  I  played  this  biped  a  trick,  thab 
afforded  me  a  fufficient  (hare  of  diverfion  at  his 
expence.. 

Being  in  a  ftore  where  Glen  had juft  purchafed 
a  very  handlome  fowling  piece,,  I  fecretly  took  an 
opportunity  of  loading  her  with  powder,  and  wad- 
ding her  with  fpunk,  charge  over  charge,  feveral 
times,  until  the  barrel  was  almoft  full,  (fpunk  is  a 
fungous  fublfance  that  grows  on  the  oak,  which 
catches  fire  like  tinder,  and  confumes  flowly,  un- 
til it  communicates  the  fire  to  whatever  it  touches.)' 
After  he  had  mounted  his  horfe  to  go  home,  £ 
dropped  a  fpark  of  fire  into  the  muzzle  of  his 
gun  as  I  handed  her  up  to  him. 

He  then  rode  on  very  quietly,, followed  at  a  lit- 
tle diftance  by  me  and  another  perfon,  to  whom  I' 
had  difclofed  the  contrivance. 

All 
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All  on  a  fudden,  as  he  was  carrying  her  on  his 
fhoulder  quite  carelelsly,  (he  fired  off  with  a  loud 
report  ;  his  horfe,  which  was  a  colt  fcarcely 
broke,  being  frightened,  threw  him  and  ran 
away. 

Being  much  bruifed,  he  was  unable  to  follow 
his  horle,  and  limped  along  towards  his  gun  ;  he 
took  her  up,  and  began  to  walk  flowly  home- 
wards, but  appeared  to  be  in  a  flate  cf  great 
furprize  and  perturbation. 

In  a  little  time  fhe  fired  again,  when  recoiling 
againft  the  fide  of  his  head,  the  cock-pin  almoft 
tore  off  his  ear,  and  fhe  fell  a  fecond  time  on  the 
ground. 

He  flood  fome  moments  in  the  utmoft  terror 
and  amazement,  before  he  dared  to  venture  to 
take  her  up  again  ;  which  however  he  attempted 
at  lafl,  with  fear  and  trembling. 

Viewing  her  with  the  greateft  timidity,  care, 
and  attention,  and  finding  the  pan  fhut,  he  open- 
ed it,  and  feeing  it  bright,  unflained  with  fmoak, 
and  empty,  and  the  whole  piece  without  any  un- 
common appearance,  he  faid  to  himfelf,  "  Sure- 
"  ly  the  devil  muff  have  been  in  this  gun, 
"  but  I  hope  he  has  got  out  now  ;  however,  I 
"  muft  be  careful.'* 

He  then  walked  on  once  more,  holding  her  out 
at  arm's  length  from  his  body,  and  faft  with 
both  hands ;  prefently  fhe  fired  a  third  time, 
when  his  aftonifhment  is  not  to  be  defcribed  :  he 
inftantly  threw  her  down,  and  fled  behind  a  tree, 
terrified  beyond  expreflion,  and  peeping  at  her 
from  thence. 

In  this  fituation  he  continued  to  watch  her,  as 
fhe  then  lay  upon  the  ground,  until  fhe  fired  a 

fourth 
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fourth  time  ;  upon  that  he  could  contain  himfelf 
no  longer,  but  affrighted,  left  fhe  (hould  turn 
about  and  Ihoot  him,  for  he  was  now  well  con- 
vinced that  (he  was  animated,  he  forgot  his 
bruifes,  and  ran  away  as  faft  as  his  feet  could 
carry  him,  keeping  under  cover  from  tree  to  tree, 
with  as  great  caution  as  ever  an  Indian  retreated 
from  a  fuperior  enemy,  until  he  conceived  him- 
felf beyond  her  reach,  when  he  halted  to  reft  and 
breathe,  being  juft  ready  to  fink  down  with  terror 
and  fatigue  :  at  that  inftant  fhe  fired  again  ;  and, 
hearing  the  repoit,  he  took  to  his  heels,  and  ne- 
ver flopped  any  more  until  he  reached  his  own 
houfe  where  he  declared  his  full  affurance  that 
the  devil,  or  fomething  worfe,  had  fixed  his  head 
quarters  in  the  fowling-piece. 

After  he  got  home,  he  related  to  his  wife,  and 
to  all  his  neighbours,  a  moft  lamentable  tale  of  his 
atchievements  and  feats  of  prowels,  in  an  engage- 
ment with  the  devil  ;  embellifhed  with  many  ex- 
traordinary and  fictitious  exploits  in  fuperabun- 
dance. 

But  the  fright,  and  the  fall  from  his  horfe,  oc- 
cafioned  him  a  fevere  illnefs,  which  indeed  had 
like  to  have  put  his  grand  antagonift  in  poffeffion 
of  him  as  well  as  of  his  gun. 

After  his  recovery  he  could  never  be  prevailed 
on  to  touch  that  fowling-piece,  although  he  was 
made  acquainted  with  the  ftratagein  that  had  been 
impofed  on  him ;  and  he  was  lb  ridiculed  and 
laughed  at  by  every  one,  that  for  a  long  time 
he  did  not  venture  to  Ihew  his  face  in  pub- 
lic. 

This 
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This  was  the  only  act  of  retaliation  I  inflicted 
upon  this  fellow,  in  return  for  a  multitude  of  ri- 
diculous filly  mifchiels,  and  ftupid  foolifh  tricks, 
or  jokes  (as  he  called  them),  which  he  was 
(before  this  one  retorted  on  himfelf)  perpetually 
playing  off  upon  me,  and  every  perfon  he  hap- 
pened to  fall  in  company  with. 

There  was  a  rich  plantei's  daughter,  of  her 
own  acccord,  undertook  to  polifh  me  (as  fhe  was 
plealed  to  term  it)  ;  this  was  with  the  approbation 
of  her  parents  and  friends,  and  certainly  fhe  ho- 
noured me  with  every  attention,  inftruction,  and 
kindnels. 

Indeed,  if  prefents  could  have  rendered  me  po- 
lite, I  mull  have  foon  become  one  of  trie  moll 
po!i£hed  youths  in  their  country  ;  for  every  prefent 
ihe  received  from  the  young  gentlemen  in  the 
vicinity  (which  indeed  was  not  a  few,  the  girl 
being  exceedingly  handfome) ,  fhe  infifted  on  my 
accepting,  fo  that  at  laft  I  knew  not  what  to  do 
with  i hem. 

Whilft  I  remained  at  this  place  I  met  with  a 
very  lingular  occcurrence  :  having  purchaled  a 
beautiful  Chickafaw  horfe,  named  fo  from  a 
nation  of  Indians  who  are  very  careful  in  preferv- 
ing  a  fine  breed  of  Spanifh  horles  they  have  long 
polTefled,  unmixed  with  any  other  ;  the  fir  ft  day 
that  I  rode  him,  he  was  feiied  with  a  violent 
convulfion  fit  ;  the  fecond  day  with  another ; 
the  third  day  he  was  affected  in  the  fame  manner, 
while  at  grafs  in  the  pafture  ;  the  fourth  day  he 
was  taken  in  a  manner  ftill  more  extraordinary,, 
his  mouth  was  drawn  up  over  his  back,  and  he 
began  to  move'  on  ftraight  forwards,  in  a  direct 

line, 
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line,  with  great  fpeed  and  force,  beating  down 
fences,  going  over  the  trunks  of  fallen  trees, 
and  every  obftru&ion  in  his  way  ;  in  this  man- 
ner he  rufhed  on  into  the  woods,  far  diftant  from 
fettlements,  and  was  followed  for  feven  miles, 
but  being  then  loft  fight  of,  he  was  never  feen 
or  heard  of  more. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

Woods.  Glades,  or  Savannahs.  Licks.  Hunters. 
Wild  Horfes.  Peculiar  Sentiments  of  an  Euro' 
pean,  on  his  Arrival  in  America. 

HERE,  during  my  flow  recovery  from  this 
dangerous  indilpofition,  I  began  to  accuftom 
my  ft  If  to  walk,  or  ride,  little  diftances  alone  in 
the  woods.  When  I  firfl  attempted  it,  I  was 
iure  to  get  bewildered  and  loft,  every  time  ; 
which  indeed  one  cannot  avoid,  until  habituated  to 
attend  to  the  fun,  the  trees,  and  the  water- 
courfes.  But  it  requires  the  experience  of  feveral 
years,  to  become  a  good  and  dexterous  wood's- 
man. 

I  obferved  here,  in  different  places  in  the 
woods,  fome  confidtrable  glades,  favannahs,  or 
meadows.  Thefe  are  natural  openings,  of  a 
few  acres  in  extent,  quite  deftitute  of  timber, 
not  a  tree,  nor  even  the  vtftige  of  one,  to  be 
perceived  in  them  ;  but  the  ground  therein  is  al- 
ways covered  with  abundance  of  excellent  long 
graft. 

Such  meadows  are  generally  to  be  found  near 
the  head  fpring,  or  fource  of  fmall  branches  of 
running  water,  and  are  as  uncommon  in  America, 
as  an  equal  extent  of  natural  woods,  and  large, 
{lately,  lofty  trees  are  in  Europe. 

Throughout  this  inland  country,  one  frequently 
hears  of  places  called  Licks  ;  which  appellation, 
being  unintelligible  to  any  but  the  inhabitants,  I 
fhall  embrace  this  opportunity  to  explain. 

Licks 
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Licks  are  particular  places,  mod  commonly  on 
the  banks  of  rivers,  or  creeks,  and  fometimes  at 
fpring-heads,  where  the  clay  or  earth  is  impreg- 
nated with  faline  particles. 

Thefe  places  are  frequented  by  deer,  elks, 
buffaloes,  horned  cattle,  and  horfes,  which  daily 
refort  to  them,  to  lick  the  earth  or  clay  with  their 
tongues  ;  this  they  perform  with  a  peculiar  relifh 
and  gout,  and  appear  to  take  great  delight  therein, 
coming  there,  for  that  purpofe,  from  the  diftance 
of  many  miles  around. 

There  is  likewile  another  kind  of  licks  here  be- 
fides.  Thefe  are  alfo  on  the  banks  of  rivers, 
lakes,  ftreams  of  water,  or  large  ravines  and 
chaims,  and  confift  of  chalk,  or  calcarious  earth, 
of  a  teftaceous  quality,  which  is  greedily  licked 
up  and  confumed  by  all  thofe  different  animals  I 
have  already  mentioned  in  the  deicription  of  the 
former  of  thefe  places. 

To  the  ule  of  this  latter  kind  they  are  prompted 
by  nature  and  inftin£t,  for  falutary  and  medicinal 
purpoles,  to  correct  the  acidity  ©f  the  fuperabun- 
dant  vegetative  juices  accumulated  in  the  ftomach, 
which  would  otherwife  occafion  fevere  gripings, 
fbittures  of  the  bowels,  and  many  other  painful 
diforders. 

AH  thefe  licks  are  generally  frequented  by 
hunters  with  their  rifles,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  or 
on  bright  moon-fhine  nights,  who,  by  this 
means,  feldom  fail  of  killing  fome  of  the  deer, 
elks,  or  buffaloes,  that  refort  to  them'  at  fuch 
private  times,  for  the  greater  fecurity. 

Thefe  places,  however,  are  only  to  be  found 
or  heard  of  in  the  back  country,  and  are  gene- 
rally very  confiderable  diftances  afunder,  fome 
ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  miles. 

All 
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All  the  inhabitants  throughout  America,  that 
are  diftant  from  the  fea,  or  falt-water,  give  their 
cattle  and  horfes  fait,  fometimes  once,  fometimes 
twice  a  week ;  which  is  not  only  to  promote 
their  increafe  of  flefh,  but  to  render  them  gentle 
and  tame,  and  to  allure  them  to  come  often  to- 
their  owner's  plantations  ;  elfe,  in  the  mild 
fouthern  climate,  where  there  is  no  occafion  to 
provide  a  flock  of  provender  for  them  again ft 
the  winter,  they  would  otherwife  run  wild,  and 
roam  far  beyond  the  reach  of  their  proprietors, 
through  this  immenie  and  unbounded  foreft. 

Indeed,  notwithstanding  every  precaution,  very 
great  numbers  of  black  cattle,  horfes,  and  hogs 
a&ually  do  fo  daily,  and  run  at  large,  entirely 
wild,  without  any  other  proprietors  than  thofe  of 
the  ground  they  happen  to  be  found  upon. 

In  fome  parts,  each  perfon,  in  poffeflion  of  a 
plantation,  has  what  is  called  a  right  in  the 
woods  ;  by  which  he  is  entitled  to  the  property  of 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  live  flock  that  runs 
wild,  fuch  as  I  juft  defcribed. 

This  right  they  difpofe  of,  and  transfer  from 
party  to  party,  in  the  fame  manner  as  affixed 
property. 

And  when  they  want  to  catch  fome  colts,  to 
render  them  tame  and  ferviceable,  it  is  an  under- 
taking of  no  fmall  difficulty  to  accomplifh. 

Throughout  the  middle  and  back  fettlements  of 
America,  there  is  no  other  criterion  to  afcertain 
the  property  of  black  cattle,  fheep,  and  hogs, 
but  ear-marks  alone  ;  and  of  horfes,  than  brands 
with  red  hot  irons,  and  ear-marks  alfo. 

Each  perfon's  mark  differs  from  another  ;  and 
they  are  all  feverally  recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the 
county  courts  wherein  they  refide. 

This 
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This  is  fupported  by  the  authority  of  the  le- 
giflature,  who  have  decreed  it  felony  to  alter 
or  deface  thofe  marks  or  infignia  of  property. 

There  is  an  obfervation  very  remarkable, 
which  occurred  to  me,  and  as  I  fuppofe  to  every 
European  on  his  arrival  in  America,  but  I  pre- 
fume  never  thought  on  by  any  native.  It  is  an 
idea  of  reftraint,  or  a  want  of  free  open  air,  and 
an  extenfion  of  view,  occafioned  by  the  appear- 
ance of  confinement,  and  the  perfpe&ive  being 
always  bounded  by  the  furrounding  woods,  which 
perpetually  limit  the  fight  within  a  narrower  com- 
pafs  than  the  mind  requires  ;  befides  an  univerfal 
gloomy  lhade,  rendered  difmal  by  the  intermixing 
branches  of  the  lofty  trees,  which  over-fpread  the 
whole  country,  and  the  fun  never  pervades. 

This  occafioned  a  fenfation  rather  painful  to  me 
for  a  confiderable  time,  which,  however,  gradu- 
ally wore  off,  until  I  could  only  juft  recollect  the 
idea. 

I  acknowledge  indeed  never  to  have  heard  this 
obfervation  mentioned  by  any  one  whomfoever  ; 
but  as  it  ltruck  me  mod  forcibly,  I  have  therefore 
every  reafon  to  believe  that  others  have  likewife 
perceived,  at  firft,  the  fame  kind  of  fenfations, 
if  they  begin  to  travel  foon  after  their  arrival  in 
this  part  of  America. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP  XIX. 

Appearance  of  t he  Country.    Di/ea/ei  of  tie  Climate, 
.  Snakes.    Game.     Raccoons.     Drfcription  of  the 
Oppoffum.      Beer  made   of  Perftmmons.  Cheap- 
nejs  oj  Land.    Delightful  Climate.    Stanzas  writ- 
ten in  Solitude. 

TH  E  face  of  the  country,  ever  tince  I  left 
Mr.  Eaton's,  has  been  gradually  fwelling 
more  and  more  into  hills  and  dales,  which  are  here 
called  bottoms,  as  1  advanced  leftward  ;  and  the 
land  is  likewife  more  mixed  with  ftones,  which 
aJfo  continue  to  incieafe  in  magnitude 

1  he  toil  is  a  competition  of  reddifh  clay  and 
loam,  ftrong  and  fertile  ;  the  woods  lefs  inter- 
mingled with  p.nes,  and  more  v.  ith  o.k  and  hickory^ 
and  the  water  every  where  excellent,  running  in 
vaft  multitudes  of  beautiful  clear  ftreams. 

The  country  and  climate  is  in  general  heal'hy, 
the  low  grounds  of  the  rivers  alone  otherwife,  par- 
ticularly thole  of  the  Roanoak,-  occationed  by  ex- 
halations anting  from  the  damp  foil,  ftagnated 
waters,  and  by  the  putrefcence  of  the  air,  whofe 
free  circulation  is  prevented,  in  fuch  tituations,  by 
lofty  thick  woods,  impervious  to  the  brighteft 
beams  of  the  fun,  under  which  a  difmal  gloom  and 
infalubrious  moifture  eternally  reigns. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  places,  and  their  near- 
eft  vicinity,  are  fubjeft  to  obftinate  intermittents  ; 
thefe,  and  bilious  complaints,  being  the  chief  and 
moft  prevailing  endemial  difeafes  throughout  this 
country. 

There 
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There  are  Hkewife  great  numbers  of  all  kinds  of 
ferpents  in  thefe  fituations,  particularly  that  moft 
poifonous  and  dreadful  of  all,  the  rattle-ihake  ;  and 
the  more  filent  and  dangerous  moccoffons  alfo 
abound,  efpecially  in  and  near  the  fwamps,  guts, 
and  rivers,  but  are  not  met  with  fo  frequently. 

Game  is  very  plenty  here,  particularly  deer, 
beavers,  otters,  raccoons,  and  that  very  extraordi- 
nary animal  the  oppoffum,  the  female  of  which  has 
a  double,  or  falfe  belly  :  within  it  the  young  ones 
grow  to  the  teats,  like  fruit  to  the  ftalk,  and  drop 
off  at  a  certain  period. 

After  fhe  has  brought  forth  her  yowng,  during 
the  feafon  of  their  infancy,  whenever  they  perceive 
the  danger  nigh,  they  all  ran  into  the  mother's 
bag,  or  talfe  belly,  for  fecurity  and  refuge, 

Both  thefe  and  the  raccoons  are  ufed  for  food, 
generally  barbicued,  or  roafted,  and  their  flefh  is 
not  unpleafant. 

There  are  alfo  fome  wolves,  and  multitude  of 
foxes,  wild  turkies,  very  large,  fat  and  fine,  witd- 
geefe,  ducks,  and  fquirrels  innumerable,  which 
make  moft  excellent  foup  ;  alfo  wood-peckers  and 
jays  of  feveral  different  kinds  ;  befides  a  vaft  va- 
riety of  other  animals,  birds,  beafts,  &c.  too  ma- 
ny even  to  enumerate. 

Great  numbers  of  trees  in  the  woods,  efpecially 
in  the  low  grounds,  are  covered  with  vines,  and 
bend  under  the  weight  of  the  ripe  grapes,  which 
are  fufpended  in  accumulated  multitudes  of  large 
and  delicious  clufters. 

There  is  alfo  a  remarkable  fruit  named  the  per- 
fimmon,  growing  wild,  about  as  large  as  'the  big- 
geft  Orleans  plum,  of  a  bright  fcarlet  colour,  with 
four  or  five  very  hard  feeds  in  each,  nearly  of  the 
fizeand  (hape  of  thole  of  tamarinds,  and  the  pulp 
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of  the  fruit,  when  perfectly  ripe,  is  of  a  fharp, 

but  lufaious  fweetnefs. 

As  other  fruits  are  ripened  by  the  fun,  fo  the 
perfimmon  is  by  the  froft  in  conjunction  with  it  ; 
for  although  beautiful  and  tempting  to  the  eye, 
they  cannot  be  eaten,  and  fcarcely  even  tafted, 
before  they  are  maturated,  or  meliorated,  by  feve- 
ral  fharp  frofts,  previous  to  which  they  are  auftere, 
rough,  and  aftringent,  to  a  greater  degree  than 
any  other  vegetative  fubftance,  or  production, 
whatfoever. 

All  animals  are  exceflively  fond  of  this  fruit, 
particularly  the  oppoffums  and  raccoons,  who  arc 
generally  found  on,  or  near  the  perfimmon-trees. 
Thefe  trees  are  as  large  as  oaks,  elms,  or  afh, 
and  are  diftinctly  divided  into  male  and  female, 
the  male  never  bearing  fruit. 

In  fome  places,  where  apples  and  cyder  are 
fcarce,  the  inhabitants  gather  the  perfimmons, 
after  they  are  perfectly  ripe,  knead  then  into  a 
kind  of  Hough,  or  pafte,  with  wheat  bran,  which 
they  form  into  loaves,  and  bake  in  ovens :  of 
thefe  they  brew  a  fermented  liquor,  which  is 
called  perfimmon  beer.  This  ferves  tor  their  com- 
mon drink,  and  is  tolerably  pleafant  and  wholefome. 
It  is  fometimes,  though  rarely,  diftilled  into  brandy. 

Thefe  trees  grow  chiefly  in  or  near  about  the 
edges  of  glades,  favannahs,  and  in  old  fields,  as 
they  term  fuch  places  where  the  timber  has  been 
cut  down,  the  land  worn  out,  impoverifhed,  or 
tired  with  culture,  and  young  trees  have  not  fprung 
up  ;  for  the  perfimmon  is  found  to  thrive  in  the 
poorefl  foil,  almoft  as  well  as  in  the  moft  fertile. 

Throughout  this  back  country,  there  are  fo 
many  rich  and  valuable  tracts  of  tand  frequently 
to  be  difpofed  of,  for  confederations  infinitely  in- 
ferior 
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ferior  to  their  real  worth,  that  a  man  of  refle&ion, 
even  a  traveller,  cannot  always  withftand  the 
temptation. 

Here  I  have  evinced  the  truth  of  this  obfervation 
for  the  fecond  time,  having  made  a  purchafe  of  a 
furvey,  containing  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
excellent  land,  adjoining  Flat  river,  with  a  cleared 
plantation,  and  a  houfe  upon  it,  for  only  one 
hundred  pounds  fterling. 

The  firft  purchafe  I  made  was  on  the  banks  of 
the  Roanoak,  nine  miles  above  Eaton's  ferry  ;  it 
confided  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  of  which 
about  one  hundred  was  in  Virginia,  moftly  low 
grounds,  and  the  reft  in  North  Carolina,  the  divi- 
ding frontier  line  interfering  the  land.  On  this 
there  is  a  plantation,  houfes,  orchards,  &c.  and 
a  public  ferry. 

The  fmall  part  of  this  tra&  that  lies  in  Virgi- 
nia, coft  me  two  hundred  pounds,  although  I 
gave  but  fifty  pounds  more  for  all  the  reft  of  the 
furvey  that  is  on  the  North  Carolina  fide  of  the 
frontier  line,  being  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

On  this  plantation  I  fetttled  an  overfeer,  with  a 
few  negroes,  and  ftock  ;  and  commuted  the  whole 
to  the  care  of  mv  friend,  Mr.  Alexander,  with 
whom  1  regularly  correfponded. 

But  with  this  laft  purchafe  I  was  not  fo  well  fatis- 
fied,  for  when  I  reflected  on  the  fituation  of  it,  I 
found  it  muft  be  an  incumbrance,  being  fo  far  in- 
land, and  fo  far  diftant  from  navigation,  that  there 
was  but  a  {lender  profpe&of  my  reaping  any  bene- 
fit thereby. 

This  confideration  induced  me  to  offer  it  again 
for  fale,  and  in  the  difpofal  thereof  I  was  more 
fortunate  than  I  had  any  reafon  to  apprehend,  hav- 
ing fold  it  for  fifty  pounds  more  than  it  coft  me,  to 

a  planter, 
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a  planter,  who  had  juft  removed  out  to  this  place 
with  his  family,  from  the  interior  part  of  Virgi- 
nia, and  intended  to  make  fome  more  purchafes  oF 
adjacent  traces  that  were  quite  contiguous  to  this, 
and  thereby,  very  opportunely  to  me,  enhanced 
its  value. 

The  winter,  if  you  may  call  fo  the  finefl  time  of 
the  year,  is  in  this  part  of  the  continent  mere  plca- 
fant  and  agreeable  than  can  be  conceived  ;  nei- 
ther fo  hot  as  to  incommode,  nor  fo  cold  as  to  dif- 
pleafe  ;  but  is  conflantly  a  feries  of  the  moft  de- 
lightful weather  imaginable  :  ever  clear,  bright, 
and  ferene,  the  face  of  nature  is  perpetually  fmt- 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  fentiments  which  this 
lonefome,  reclufe  fituation  infpires,  the  following 
ftanzas,  or  ode,  may  not  be  unacceptable, 
which  claim  no  farther  merit  ihan  evincing  the 
natural  bias  of  the  human  mind  to  philanthropy 
and  benevolence,  when  detached  from  the  general 
intercourfe  of  po'ilhed  fociety,  and  diverted  of  the 
di'sruife  and  incumbrances  of  modern  company 
and  refinement. 

It  was  addrefftd  to  Robert  Alexander,  efq.  co- 
lonel of  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Mecklenburg, 
in  Virginia,  the  gentleman  whom  I  have  already 
menticned. 
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STANZAS; 
0/,  an   ODE   to  a  FRIEND. 

h 

Whilft  my  friend  is  Improving  his  fortune  and  mind, 

On  the  banks  of  the  rapid  Roanoak  ; 
Here  to  filence  and  folitude  am  I  confin'd. 

Like  a  bird  juft  efcap'd  from  the  hawk*. 

II. 

While  merchants  a  fcheming  and  toiling  for  gains, 

Ufing  means  that  are  honelt,  or  vile  ; 
Whilfl:  narrow-foul'd  mifers  are  racking  their  brains 

To  heap  up  more  gold  and  more  guile. 

III. 

Wbilft  orators  proftitute  talents  for  fe?, 

And  juftice  gives  way  to  the  caili ; 
Whilft  the  virtuous,  though  poor  are  refpeclcd  by  me, 

And  rich  rafcals  l'mart  under  my  lafh. 

1 '  IV.   '        '  ' 

While  doctors  fell  health,  by  the  grain,  in  retail, 

And  barter  off  death  by  the  lump  j 
WhiHl  int'reft  and  power  againft  merit  prevail, 

And  honour's  lopt  low  to  the  ltump. 

'#  The  Author  being  then  juft  recovering  from  a  moftfevei* 
illn&l's. 


Vol.  I, 
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V. 

In  obfcurity  fliH  'tis  my  wifla  to  remain, 
Since  negleCted,  forfaken,  retired  ( 

For  riches  and  fp'endour,  with  guile,  I  difdain, 
Nor  by  me  are  high  titles  defir*d. 

VI. 

Contentment  alone  do  I  covet  in  life, 
And  friendfhip  with  you  to  enjoy ; 

This  adds  to  our  pleafure,  and  banimes  ftrife^ 
And  wifely  our  days  we'll  employ. 

VII. 

Reviewing  paft  time,  'tis  with  rapture  we  find, 
That  at  length  we've  difcover'd  the  right, 

llude,  noify  enjoyments  expell'd  from  our  mind. 
Each  fcene  now  ferene  is,  and  bright, 

VIII. 

Our  aflbciates  in  former  tumultuous  life, 
With  grief,  we  fee  rufhing  along  ; 

Contending,  with  eager  exertion  and  ftrife, 
To  excel  in  the  culpable  throng. 

DC. 

Let  the  Mufe  their  deformities  glaringly  /how, 

And  Vice  in  her  colours  difplay  ; 
Awak'ning  reflection  will  urge  them  to  know, 

They,  like  butterflies,  blaze  but  a  day. 
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X. 

Inall  the  gay  flutter  of  fafhion  and  dre&, 

They  approach  me,  expecting  my  praife  } 

Since,  like  them,  abandon'd  to  ev'ry  excefs. 
Let  them  liften,  with  heed,  to  my  lays. 

XI. 

•*  For  once  then  to  truth  and  good -humour  defcend, 

"  Nor  wax  thus  ill-natur'dly  warm  j 
*'  But  bear  with  the  cordial  advice  of  a  friend 

*•  Who  can  blufti  for  himfelf,  and  reform. 

XII. 

*'  Too  long,  my  dear  Sirs,  have  you  madly  deny'd 

*'  A  rational  ufe  to  your  eyes  ; 
f*  And  look 'don  thofe  anions  with  envy  and  pride, 

41  Which  reflection  muft  hate  and  defpife. 

XIII. 

In  pnife  of  the     fatal  excefles  of  wine, 

"  Difdain  to  Le  feen  with  a  pen  ; 
*'  Notboaftof  being  rais'dinto  fomething  divine, 
"  When  debas'd  greatly  lower  than  men. 

XIV. 

"  Where  murder  for  honour  is  fhamefully  dreft, 

"  O  never  attempt  to  defend  ; 
*'  Nor  plunge  the  fell  fword,  for  a  cafual  jeft, 

44  In  the  breaft  of  your  worthieft  friend. 

F  2  XV.  To 
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XV. 

To  a  laugh  never  martyr  an  innocent  name, 
'  Tis  a  malice  moft  cruelly  Cool  ; 
Nor  plunge  the  foft  virgin  in  angui/h  and  fhame, 
1  For  the  loudeft  applaufe  of  a  fool. 

XVI. 

When  fatally  fond  the  fweet  victim  is  grown. 
'  In  pity,  in  juftice,  foibear  ; 
And  think  that  a  filler,  or  child  of  your  own, 
'  May  be  drawn  to  difgrace  and  defpair. 

XVII. 

But  let  merit,  where'er  it  may  chance  to  engage, 

•  Oblige  you  to  praife  and  protect  ; 

And  the  filver-white  ringlets  of  reverend  age, 

*  Still  meet  with  a  decent  refpeft. 

XVIII. 

Such  conduct  will  add  to  your  happinefs  more 

'  Than  all  your  miftaken  purfuits  ; 

Give  zeftto  your  pleafures,  and  weight  to  your  ftore, 

|  DiftinguiJhing  reafon  from  brutes." 


CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P.  XX. 

Newfe-River.     HiUJborough.    Strong  Pofl.  Haw 
Fields.    Singular  Phenomenon.    Accounted  for. 

TH  E  laft  two  confiderable  ftreams  of  water 
that  I  croffed  on  my  way  to  this  place,  Fifh- 
ing-creekand  Tar-river,  receiving  feveral  inferior 
creeks  and  branches  in  their  courfe,  form  a  tole- 
rable large  river,  which  palling  by  Tarburg,  falls 
into  the  immenfe  body  of  water,  that  is  known  by 
the  appellation  of  Pamplico  found,  at  Bath  town, 
after  a  courfe  of  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
in  a  direct  line,  from  the  fource. 

It  was  in  February  when  I  left  this  place,  and 
again  proceeded  on  my  journey. 

At  the  end  of  two  miles,  I  croffed  Flat  river, 
and  in  two  miles  farther,  Little  river  ;  thefe,  with, 
another  river  (the  Eno)  within  a  couple  of  miles 
more,  meet  fome  fmall  diftance  below,  and  form 
the  river  Newfe. 

Each  of  thefe  fmall  rivers  is  larger  than  the 
Thames  at  Richmond,  and  the  Newfe  is  not  much 
inferior  to  the  Roanoak. 

After  a  courfe  of  more  than  three  hundred  miles, 
it  empties  itfelf  in  Pamplico  found,  about  thirty 
miles  below  the  town  of  Newbern,  which  is  fome- 
times  called,  and  lately  eftablifhed  as  the  capital  of 
North-Carolina. 

This  town  is  fituated  in  a  very  beautiful  fpot,  on 
the  banks  ol  the  Newfe,  at  the  confluence  of  a 
pretty  ftream,  named  Trent  river. 

Alter  a  ride  of  twenty-two  miles,  I  arrived  at 
Hillfborough,  where  I  dined  and  pafled  the  reft  of 
the  day. 

F  3  Th> 
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This  is  the  third  appellation  this  town  has  alrea- 
dy been  honoured  with  fince  it  was  ere&ed,  being 
firft  named  Corben-town,  next  Childfburg,  now 
Hillfborough  ;  all  in  Icfs  than  thirty  years. 

It  is  alfo  the  capital  of  a  diftrid,  and  the  couqty- 
town  of  Orange. 

Hillfborough  is  a  healthy  fpot,  enjoys  a  good 
fhare  of  commerce  for  an  inland  town,  and  is  in  a 
very  promifing  ftate  of  improvement. 

The  land,  for  fomediftance  around  Hillfborough, 
confiftsof  a  mixture  of  loam  and  ftrong  red  clay 
of  fo  bright  a  colour,  that  white  horfes  and  cattle,, 
foon  after  they  are  brought  there,  become  in  ap- 
pearance a  fine  fcarlet. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Hillfborough,  and  to  the 
weftward  ot  it,  there  are  a  great  many  very  fine 
farms,  and  a  number  of  excellent  mills. 

The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  natives  of  Ireland 
and  Germany,  but  of  the  very  loweft  and  moft  ig- 
TiOfanr  ciaft,  who  export  large  quantities  of  exceed- 
ing good  butter  and  flour,  in  waggons,  to  Halifax, 
Peterfburg,  &c.  befides  multitudes  of  fat  cattle, 
beeves,  and  hogs. 

There  is  a  very  fteep  and  high  hill,  or  fmall 
mountain,  with  two  fummits  ot  an  equal  height, 
on  the  fouth-weft  of  Hillfborough,  which  arifes 
abruptly  in  the  middle  of  an  extenfive  plain,  and 
commands  the  whole  country  for  a  great  diftance 
around. 

This  might  eafily  be  rendered  a  very  ftrong  poft, 
by  woiks  thrown  up  on  the  fummits,  which  are 
near  enough  to  cover  and  fupport  each  other,  and 
fo  fituated,  as  the  communication  between  them 
could  not  be  interrupted.  The  flanks  and  rear 
likewife  would  be  ftrengthened  by  the  river  Eno, 

which 
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which  runs  at  the  bafe  of  this  mountain,  and  wafli- 
es  two  fides  of  it. 

The  ftaple  produce  of  all  this  country  being 
provifions  of  every  kind,  a  fortified  poft  in  this 
place,  would  thereby  be  enabled  to  fubfift  and 
maintain  itfelf  in  every  necefTary  iupply,  except- 
ing arms  and  ammunition,  and  might  be  detended, 
by  a  fmall  force,  againft  a  very  confiderable  and  fu- 
perior  army. 

Almoft  every  man  in  this  country  has  been  the 
fabricator  of  his  own  fortune,  and  many  of  them 
are  very  opulent. 

Some  have  obtained  their  riches  by  commerce, 
others  by  the  practice  of  the  law,  which  in  this 
province  is  peculiarly  lucrative,  and  extremely  op- 
preffive  ;  but  moft  of  them  have  acquired  their 
poffefhons  by  cropping  farming,  and  induftry. 

I  dined  next  dayr  by  invitation,  at  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Frank  Naftu 

[Since  then  it  has  happened,  in  the  viciffitudes  of 
fortune,  that  Mr.  Nam  and  the  author  were  en- 
gaged in  battle  on  different  fules  ;  Mr.  Nafh  as  a 
General  in  the  American  army,  and  the  author  a 
Captain  in  the  Britifh,  at  fcfte  a&ion  of  German- 
Town,  near  Philadelphia,  where  Mr.  Nafh,  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wound.] 

Here,  at  Mr.  Nafh's,  L  happened  to  meet  a  Mr. 
Mabin,  (a  native  of  Ireland)  who  very  kindly  in- 
fixed on  my  accompanying  him  to  his  feat  on  Haw 
river,  adjoining  the  Haw  fields,  to  fpend  fome 
weeks  there. 

Having  a  great  defire  to  view  the  Haw  fields,  a 
place  I  had  heard  much  about,  I  went  along  with 
him  to  his  plantation,  which  is  about  an  eafy  day's 
ride,  weft  of  Hilliborough. 

F  4  Mr. 


104  A  TOUR  IN  THE 

Mr.  Mabin'sfarm  is  very  valuable  and  extenfjve, 
but  not  particularly  remarkable. 

I  rode  feveral  times  over  the  Haw  fields,  but 
could  not  perceive  any  thing  in  them  extraordinary. 

They  confift  partly  of  wide  favannahs,  or  glades, 
and  partly  of  large  fields  overgrown  with  fhrubs, 
brum,  and  low  under- wood,  entirely  deftitute  of 
heavy  timber.  But  there  appears  many  veftiges  of 
trees,  which  in  all  probability  have  been  blown  by 
a  hurricane,  and  the  young  (hoots  afterwards  choak- 
cd  by  the  extreme  thicknefs  of  the  low  bufhes  and, 
fcrubby  underwood.  This  I  have  alfo  obferved  to 
be  the  cafe  in  many  other  places  befides. 

From  the  effect  of  thefe  moft  violent  and  tre- 
mendous hurricanes  and  tornadoes,  which  being 
fometimes  partial,  frequently  move  in  ftrange  fan- 
taftic  dirtftions,  and  from  the  irrefiftible  force  of 
the  wind,  and  the  vaft  deluges  and  inundations  of 
water  that  generally  accompany  them,  all  the  ap- 
pearances may  be  readily  accounted  for  in  a  com- 
mon and  natural  way,  which,  however,  have  lately 
given  fcope  to  an  ingenious,  celebrated,  and  ele- 
gant author's  (Dr.  Dunbar)  and  others  of  lefs 
note  (Mr.  Carver,  &c.)  vague  imaginations  ;  haz- 
arding their  fanciful  and  wild  conjectures  of  fome 
of  thefe  being  veftiges  of  military  works,  erected 
many  ages  paft,  by  a  people  then  converfant  in  that 
fcience,  but  whofe  descendants,  by  the  mere  dint  of 
fraflice  (for  war  and  hunting  appear  from  the  moffc 
early  period  of  time  to  have  been  the  fole  ftu- 
dy  and  occupation  of  their  lives,)  and  by  fome 
other  equally  abfurd  and  unaccountable  tranfitions, 
have  thereby  forgotten,  and,  at  this  day,  have  loft 
every  trace  thereof. 

Indeed  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  the  elephant's 
bones,  or  thofe  of  fome  other  unknown  animal  of 

vaft 
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vaft  magnitude,  found  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Ohio,  the  antique  fculptures  in  the  Delaware's 
country,  on  the  north-weft  fide  of  that  amazing 
river,  the  fhells  and  marine  fubftances  in  the  Ale- 
gany  mountains,  together  with  many  other  ftrange 
appearances  and  lingular  phenomena,  fo  frequently 
to  be  met  with  throughout  this  moft  extenfive  con- 
tinent, difplay  a  fertile  field  for  a  creative,  fanci- 
ful genius  to  explore,  and  may  give  rife  to  the 
moft  novel,  elegant,  and  beautiful  flights  of 
imagination,  and  the  brighteft,  moft  ingenious, 
and  iplendid  embellifhments  of  fi£tion. 

However,  I  have  reaton  to  btlieve,  that  feme  of 
the  Haw  fields  have  been  cleared  of  woods  by  the 
Indians,  in  ages  paft,  who  were  undoubtedly  fettled 
here  ;  many  ii:fignia,  and  veftiges  of  the  remains 
of  theii  towns,  ftill  remaining. 


g  11  a  r. 
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Haw  River,  Deep  River.  Cape  Fear  River. 
Carroway  Mountains.  Grand  and  elegant  Perfpec- 
tive.  Bad  Accommodation).  Unfuitable  to  an  Epicure, 
or  a  Petit  Mai  ire. 


HAVING  it  in  fpeculation  to  vifit  Henderfon's 
fettlement  on  Kentucky,  I  |mentioned  my 
intention  to  Mr.  Mabin,  who  appeared  very  ftre- 
nuous  in  diffuading  me  from  undertaking  fuch  an 
enterprize  at  prefenr,  on  account  of  the  mifun- 
derftanding  and  difturbanccs  now  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  Whites. 

He  informed  me  of  a  report,  that  even  Hender- 
fon's  whole  fettlement  was  either  exterminated,  or 
in  imminent  danger  of  being  fo. 

For  this  reafon,  I  concluded  to  poftpone  this 
arduous  undertaking,  until  fuch  time  as  more 
certain  and  favourable  intelligence  of  their  fitua- 
tion  in  the  fettlement  fhould  arrive,  and  a  better 
profpect  of  reaching  it  without  moleftalion. 

On  the  third  evening  after  I  came  here,  a  gen- 
tleman, named  Frohawk,  called  at  Mr.  Mabin's, 
on  his  return  to  Salifbury,  where  he  refided. 

As  he  tarried  all  night,  we  had  much  conver- 
fation,  and  from  his  accounts  of  the  Catawba  In- 
dians, my  curiofity  was  ftrongly  excited  to  vifit 
their  nation,  which  was  only  about  an  hundred 
miles  beyond  the  town  of  Salifbury. 

Accordingly, 
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Accordingly,  having  expreffed  my  deftre  and 
intention  to  Mr.  Frohawk,  he  was  fo  obliging 
as  to  propofe  to  conduct  and  accompany  me  an 
opportunity  and  eligible  offer,  which  i  with  great 
fatisfa&ion  embraced,,  and  fet  out  along  with  him 
next  morning. 

The  road  we  travelled  in  is  named  the  Great 
Trading  Path,  and  leads  through  Hillfborough, 
Salifbury,  &c.  to  the  Catawba  towns,,  and  from, 
thence  to  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  weftward. 

We  forded  the  Haw  river,,  which  is  there  about 
twice  as  broad  as  the  Thames  at  Putney,  and 
within  a  few  miles  farther,  in  the  like  manner, 
we  crofted  Reedy  river,  another  branch  of  the 
fame  ftream,  and  as  large. 

We  dined  juft  by  a  Quaker's  meeting  houfe, 
and  in  the  afternoon  crofTed  Deep  river,  at  a  ford. 
Tli is  is  alfo  about  twice  as  wide  as  the  Thames  at 
utney,  and  joins  the  Haw  river  fome  diftance- 
below,  after  waffling  the  bafe  of  the  north-eahV 
fide  of  a  ridge  or  chain  of  high  hills,  named  the 
Carroway  mountains. 

The  Haw  is  then  a  large  river,  and  runs  through 
the  fettlement  and  town  of  Crofs  creek,  whicrTis 
chiefly  inhabited  by  Scots  emigrants  from  the  weft- 
em  Highlands  and  the  Hebrides  *  t  it  then  affumes 
a  new  appellation,  being  called  the  North-weft, 
or  Cape  Fear  river,  and  patting  by  the  town  of 
Wilmington,  which  has  been  frequently  confidered 
as  the  metropolis  of  North-Carolina,  on  the  north- 

*  For  an  account  of  the  unhappy  fate  of  thi?  loyal  and  patrio- 
tic fettlement,  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  their  King  and 
Country,  fee  Chap.  xxxi. 

caff, 
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caft,  and  Brunfwick,  which  is  a  little  lower  on  the 
weftern  bank  of  the  river,  it  falls  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean  at  Cape  Fe^r,  after  a  courfe  of 
more  than  three  hundred  miles  from  the  fource. 

We  lodged  that  night  at  an  inn  or  ordinary,  as 
it  is  called  here,  at  the  foot  of  the  Carroway 
mountains,  which  we  had  frequently  had  a  glimple 
of,  during  this  day's  ride. 

We  purfued  our  journey  early  on  the  following 
morning,  which  was  extremely  pleafant  and  fine  ; 
and  when  we  arrived  at  the  fummit  of  the  moun- 
tain, the  fun  juft  began  to  verge  above  the  hori- 
zon. 

Here  I  alighted,  and  indulged  myfelf  in  gazing 
w.th  great  delight  on  the  wild  and  extenfive  prof- 
pect  around  me. 

On  the  north-eaft  T  beheld  the  mountains  at 
Hillfborough,  diftant  above  fifty  miles ;  on  the 
fouth-weft,  the  mountains  near  Salifbury  ;  and  on 
the  weft,  Tryon  mountains  ;  with  the  wide  ex- 
tended foreft  below,  embrowned  with  thick  woods, 
and  interfered  with  dark,  winding,  narrow 
chafms,  which  marked  out  the  courfe  of  the  differ- 
ent mighty  ftreams  that  meandered  through  this 
enormous  vale  ;  thinly  interfperfed  on  the  banks 
of  which,  the  farms  and  plantations  appeared  like 
as  many  infignificant  fpots,  that,  while  they 
pointed  out  the  induflry,  ferved  alfo  to  expofe  the 
httlenefs  of  man. 

On  -this  fpot  I  could  with  pleafure  have  pafled 
the  day,  had  not  a  craving,  keen  appetite  remind- 
ed us,  that  there  are  more  gratifications  neceffary 
for  our  fupport,  than  feafting  our  eyes ;  fo  we 
defcended  the  mountain,  and  purfued  our  jour- 
ney. 

It 
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It  was  fortunate  for  me,  that  at  this  time,  my 
conftituiion,  health  and  tafte,  enabled  me  to  iubfiir. 
on  any  kind  of  food,  without  repining,  and 
with  fufficient  fatisfa&ion,  however  coarfe  or 
unufual  it  might  be.  For  this  is  not  an  enterprife 
for  an  epicure  or  a  petit  maitre  :  the  apprehen- 
fions  of  perifhing  with  hunger  and  want,  would 
as  effectually  deter  the  one  from  fuch  an  un- 
dertaking, as  the  dread  of  ablolutely  expir- 
ing with  fatigue  and  hardfhips,  would  the  other  ; 
the  fare  and  accommodations  a  traveller  meets 
with  throughout  this  country,  being  very  indiffer- 
ent indeed,  even  at  bell:,  and  generally  miferable 
and  wretched  beyond  defcriptiop,  excepting  at 
warm  or  opulent  planters  houfes,  where  there  is 
always  a  profufion  cf  every  thing,  but  in  the 
coarleft  and  plaineft  ftyle. 

The  greater  number  of  thofe  who  travel  through 
this  country,  have  acquaintances  among  the  inha- 
bitants, at  whole  houfes  they  generally  put  up 
every  night,  and  feklcm  call  at  ordinarits. 

Thofe  that  drive  and  accompany  waggons  on 
a  journey,  fleep  in  the  woods  every  night  under  a 
tree,  upon  dry  leaves  cn  the  ground,  with  their 
feet  towards  a  large  fire,  which  they  make  by  the 
road  fide,  wherever  night  happens  to  overtake 
them,  and  are  covered  only  with  a  blanket.  Their 
horfes  are  turned  loofe  in  the  woods,  only  with 
leather  fpancills  or  fetters  on  two  of  their  legs, 
and  each  with  a  bell  laftened  by  a  collar  round 
his  neck,  by  which  they  are  readily  found  in  the 
morning.  Provifions  and  provender,  both  for 
the  men  and  horfes,  are  carried  along  with  them, 
in  the  waggon,  fufficient  for  the  whole  journey. 

Even 
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Even  thefe  advantages,  trifling  as  they  may 
appear,  a  traveller  on  horfeback.  is  deftitute  of, 
and  is  obliged  to  truft  to  Providence,  and  the 
country  through  which  he  paflcs,  for  accommo- 
dation and  labfiflence  ;  both  of  which  are  not 
always  to  be  met  with,  and  even  when  they  are, 
are  feldorn  as  good,  never-  better  than  the  wag- 
goners. 


CHAP 
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TadUn  River.  Salijbury.  Beautiful  Perfpeflive. 
Tryon  Mountain.  Brujby  Mountains.  The  King 
Mountain  diftinguijhed  for  the  unhappy  Fate  of 
the  gallant  Major  Fergufon. 

LATE  in  the  afternoon  we  crofted  the  river 
Yadkin,  at  a  ford,  fix  or  feven  miles  beyond 
which  is  the  town  of  Salifbury,  ,  where  Ave  arri- 
ved that  evening,  being  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  weft-fouth-weft  from  Hillfborough. 

The  Yadkin  is  a  very  large  ftream  of  water, 
at  leaft  three  times  as  wide  as  the  Thames  at 
Putney  :  it  runs  through  a  rich  and  extenfive 
country,  enters  South  Carolina,  pafiing  through 
the  Chawraws,  having  a  vail  body  of  low  grounds 
and  rich  rice  and  indigo  lands  on  each  fide,  be- 
fore which  it  afliimes  the  name  of  Great  Peedee, 
and  falls  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  a  few  miles  be- 
low George-Town,  which  ftarids  on  the  weft  fide 
of  a  bay  named  Winyaw,  formed  within  the 
mouth  of  this  river,  receiving  a  great  many  infe- 
rior ftreams  in  its  courfe,  which  is  remarkably 
crooked,  being  above  five  hundred  miles  along 
with  its  meanders,  and  more  than  four  hundred 
miles,  in  a  dire£t  line,  from  its  fource. 

Salifbury  is  the  capital  of  a  diftrid,  and  is  the 
county  town  of  Roan  :  it  is  fituated  on  a  fmall 
creek  that  runs  into  the  Yadkin  on  the  fouth-weft 
fide. 

This  town  is  larger  than  Hillfborough,  and  lefs 
than  Halifax  ;  but  does  not  fhare  an  equal  degree 
of  commerce  with  the  leaft  of  them. 

The 
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The  trade  from  Salifbury  is  pretty  exa£tly  di- 
vided between  the  towns  on  James  River  in 
Virginia,  and  Charles  Town  in  South  Carolina. 

There  is  a  beautiful  romantic  mountain  a  few 
miles  due  fouth  from  Salifbury,  which  being  feen 
from  the  town  produces  a  very  fine  effect,  as  the 
Carroway  mountains  do  alfo,  the  tops  of  which 
are  iikewife  to  be  perceived. 

I  went  to  the  fummit  of  this  delightful  moun- 
tain, on  the  brow  neareft  to  the  town,  and  fromr 
thence  beheld  a  perfpe£tive,  beautiful,  extenfive, 
and  grand,  as  I  always  do  fuch  a  fcene,  with  fu- 
penor  pleafure. 

On  the  north-eaft  I  obferved  the  Carroway 
mountains  ;  on  the  north-weft,  at  fifty  miles  dif- 
tance,  the  Bruftiy  Mountains,  the  Montague 
Hills,  and  the  King's  Mountain  on  the  weft. 

[It  was  on  this  mountain  that  gallant  officer 
and  excellent  partizan,  Major  Fersjufon,  of  the 
Britifli  army,  and  his  whole  detachment,  were 
cut  off,  and  kiiled  by  a-  vaft  fuperiority  of  the 
rebels,  in  November  1780;  by  which  misfortune 
this  place  has  unhappily  become  diftinguiftied.] 

On  the  fouth  and  eaft  I  beheld  an  unbounded 
plain  ;  and  the  whole  an  immenfe  foreft,  without 
limits,  interfperfed  with  vaft  water- courfes,  and 
thinly  fpotted  w  ith  fettlements. 

Mr.  Frohawk  being  prevented  by  an  unforefeen 
accident  from  accompanying  me  to  the  Catawba 
nation,  I  fet  out  alone,  and  alter  a  fatiguing  ride 
of  iixiy  miles,  arrived  at  a  little  town,  named 
Charlotteiburg,  at  night  ;  having  forded  feveral 
water-courfes  during  the  day,  which  form  Rocky 
River,  a  branch  of  the  Yadkin. 

Char- 
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Charlottefburg  is  an  inconfiderable  place,  and 
in  England  would  not  be  thought  deferving  of  even 
the  name  of  a  village.  It  -  ftands  upon  a  creek 
that  runs  into  the  Catawba  River,  is  not  a 
county  town,  and  its  trade  and  fliare  of  commerce 
is  very  infignificant. 

During  this  day's  ride,  I  obferved  that  the  fet- 
tlements  are  fewer,  the  plantations  fmaller,  and 
the  land,  in  appearance,  lefs  fertile,  than  ©n  the 
othe/  fide  of  Salifbury. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 

Bkzeth  Path.  Origin  and  Ufe  thereof.  Def capti- 
on of  a  Back  Wood's  Rifleman.  His  (Irangt 
Drefs  and  peculiar  Sentiments. 

THROUGHOUT  all  this  country,  and  in 
every  back  lettlement  in  America,  the  roads 
and  paths  are  firft  marked  out  by  blazes  on  the 
trees,  cut  alternately  on  each  fide  of  the  way, 
every  thirty  or  forty  yards:  thefe  are  renewed 
every  time  the  roads  are  repaired. 

A  blaze  is  a  large  chip  diced  off  the  fide  of  a 
tree  with  an  axe;  it  is  above  twelve  inches  in 
lenth,  cut  through  the  bark  and  fome  of  the  fap 
wood,  and  by  its  white  appearance,  and  bright- 
ness, when  frefh.  made,  ferves  tn  dirs£t  the.  way 
in  the  night  as  well  as  in  the  day. 

The  miles  are  chiefly  computed,  and  are  as- 
certained by  notches  chopped  in  the  neareft  tree  j 
a  notch  for  every  mile. 

The  firft  blazed  paths  originated  in  this  man- 
ner: when  any  perfon  went  from  one  place  to  a- 
nother  through  the  woods,  where  it  would  have 
been  difficult,  if  not  impoflible,  to  return  upon 
his  track,  he  fell  upon  this  method  of  blazing 
each  fide  of  the  trees,  at  certain  diftances,  as  he 
pafl"ed  on,  and  thereby  retraced  his  way  in  re- 
turning, without  the  leaft  trouble. 

The  convenience  and  fimplicity  of  this  mode 
has  rendered  it  univerfal  throughout  the  whole 
back  country. 

It  became  the  more  readily  adopted,  as  all  who 
travel  beyond  the  roads  and  beaten  tracks,  always 

have 
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have  tomahawks  in  their  belts ;  which,  in  fuch  fitu- 
ations  and  circumftances,  are  more  ufeful  than  any 
thing,  except  the  rifle-barreled  firelocks ;  both  of 
which  all  the  male  inhabitants  habituate  them- 
felves  conftantly  to  carry  along  with  them  every 
where. 

Their  whole  drefs  is  alfo  very  fmgular,  and 
not  very  materially  different  from  that  of  the  In- 
dians ;  being  a  hunting  Ihirt,  fomewhat  refem- 
bling  a  waggoner's  frock,  ornamented  with  a  great 
many  fringes,  tied  round  the  middle  with  a  broad 
belt,  much  decorated  alto,  in  which  is  fattened  a 
tomahawk,  an  inftument  that  ferves  every  pur- 
pofe  of  defence  and  convenience ;  being  a  ham- 
mer at  one  fide  and  a  (harp  hatchet  at  the  other; 
the  (hot  bag  and  powder-horn,  carved  with  a  vari- 
ety of  whimfical  figures  and  devices,  hang  from 
their  necks  over  one  fhoulder ;  and  on  their  heads 
a  flapped  hat,  of  a  reddifh  hue,  proceeding  from 
the  intenfely  hot  beams  of  the  fun. 

Sometimes  they  wear  leather  breeches,  made 
of  Indian  drefled  elk,  or  deer  {kins,  but  more 
frequently  thin  trowfers. 

On  their  legs  they  have  Indian  boots,  or  leg- 
gings, made  of  coarfe  woollen  cloth,  that  either 
are  wrapped  round  loolely  and  tied  with  garters* 
or  are  laced  upon  the  outfide,  and  always  come 
better  than  half  way  up  the  thigh  :  thefe  are  a 
great  defence  and  prefervative,  not  only  agtinft 
the  bite  of  ferpents  and  poifonous  infects,  but 
likewife  againft  the  fcratches  of  thorns,  briars, 
fcrubby  bufhes,  and  underwood,  with  which  this 
whole  country  is  infefted  and  overfpread. 

On  their  feet  they  fometimes  wear  pumps  of 
their  own  manufacture,  but  generally  Indian  moc- 

coflbns, 
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coflbns  of  their  own  conftru&ions  alfo,  which  are 
made  of  ftrong  elk's,  or  buck's  (kin,  drefTed  foft  as 
for  gloves  or  breeches,  drawn  together  in  regular 
plaits  over  the  toe,  and  lacing  from  thence  round 
to  the  fore  part  of  the  middle  of  the  ancle,  with- 
out a  feam  in  them,  yet  fitting  clofe  to  the  feet,  and 
are  indeed  perfectly  eafy  and  pliant. 

Thus  habited  and  accoutred,  with  his  rifle 
upon  his  fhoulder,  or  in  his  hand,  a  back-wood's 
man  is  completely  equipped  for  vifiting,  court- 
fhip,  travel,  hunting,  or  war. 

And  according  to  the  number  and  variety  of 
the  fringes  on  his  hunting  fhirt,  and  the  decorati- 
ons on  his  powder  horn,  belt,  and  riflle,  he  efti- 
mates  his  finery,  and  abfolutely  conceives  him- 
felf  of  equal  cofequence,  more  civilized,  polite, 
and  more  elegantly  dreffed  than  the  moft  briliant 
peer  at  St.  James's,  in  a  fplendid  and  expenfive 
birth-day  fuit,  of  the  firft  fafhion  and  tafte, 
and  moft   coftly  materials. 

Their  hunting,  or  rifle  fhirts,  they  have 
alfo  died  in  a  variety  of  colours,  fome  yellow, 
others  red,  fome  brown,  and  many  wear  them 
quite  white. 

Such  fentiments  as  thofe  I  have  juft  expofed 
to  notice,  are  neither  fo  ridiculous  nor  furprifing, 
when  the  circumftances  are  confidered  with  due 
attention,  that  prompt  the  back-wood's  Ame- 
rican to  fuch  a  train  of  thinking,  and  in  which 
light  it  is,  that  he  feels  his  own  confequence, 
for  he  finds  all  his  refources  in  himfelf. 

Thus    attired    and    accoutered,     as  already 
defcribed,    fet  him  in  the  midft  of   a  bound- 
lefs  foreft,   a  thoufand  miles  from  an  inhabi- 
tant* 
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tant,  he  is  by  no  means  at  a  Iofs,  nor  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  difmayed. 

With  his  rifle  he  procures  his  fubfiftence; 
with  his  tomahawk  he  erects  his  flielter,  his 
wigwam,  his  houfe,  or  whatever  habitation  he 
may  chufe  to  refide  in  ;  he  drinks  at  the  cryf- 
tal  fpring,  or  the  neareft  brook;  his  wants  are 
all  eafily  fupplied,  he  is  contented,  he  is  hap- 
py. For  felicity,  beyond  a  doubt,  confifts,  in 
a  great  meafure,  in  the  attainment  and  gratifi- 
cation of  our  defires,  and  the  accomplifhment 
of  the  utmoft  bounds  of  our  wifties. 

This  digreflion,  which  I  thought  necefTary 
to  imprefs  an  idea  of  the  lingular  appearance 
and  fentiments  of  thefe  men,  for  that  reafon, 
1  am  hopeful,  will  be  excufed ;  and  for 
which,  I  flatter  myfelf,  this  will  be  deemed 
a  fufficient  apology. 


C  H  A  P. 
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Catawba  Indians,  'the  King.  Once  a  powerful  Na- 
tion. Cujims.  Depopulation.  Caufes  thereof. 
Manner  of  Life.    Abortions  of  the  young  Women. 

ON  the  morning  following,  I  purfued  my 
journey  to  the  Catawba  towns,  which  are 
between  thirty  and  forty  miles  diftant  from 
Charlotttfburg. 

Having  hired  a  perfon  at  Charlottefburg,  who 
was  well  acquainted  in  the  nation,  and  conver- 
fant  in  their  language  and  cuftoms,  to  ferve  as 
my  guide,  and  interpreter,  if  there  fhould  be 
occafion,  we  arrived  at  the  nation  that  evening. 

Our  horfes  were  turned  out  ioofe,  and  we 
lodged  in  a  wigwam  belonging  to  a  family  of 
thefe  Indians,  in  which  my  guide  was  very  in- 
timate. 

My  bed  was  a  large  bear*s  (kin,  with  a  blan- 
ket to  cover  me,  and  I  flept  on  the  ground, 
before  the  fire.  Being  very  much  fatigued,  I 
refted  tolerably  well,  and  in  the  morning  I 
arofe  early,  as  ulual,  and  walked  out  to  view 
the  town. 

This  day  I  had  the  honour  of  being  intro- 
duced to  the  king,  or  chief  of  the  Catawba 
nation,  whofe  hard-moo?hed  Indian  appellation  I 
cannot  recollect,  but  his  Engltfh  name  was  Joe. 

He 
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He  appeared  to  be  a  ftrong,  ftraight,  well- 
looking,  robuft  fellow,  little  or  no  way  diftin- 
guifhable  from  the  reft,  otherwife  than  in  the 
accidental  gifts  of  his  perfon ;  for  he  feemed 
to  me  the  likeiieft,  beft  made,  and  handfomeft 
man  in  the  nation. 

I  was  not  a  Vale  furprifcd  to  find  that  they 
all  fpoke  Englifh  very  intelligibly  ;  and  they 
informed  me  that  they  underftand,  and  pronounce 
it  as  well  as  their  own  language. 

This  once  numerous,  powerful,  and  even  lately,  * 
very  refpe&able  nation,  is  now  dwindled  away 
almoft  to  nothing,  there  being  at  this  time  no 
more  than  fixty  or  feventy  warriors  in  the 
whole,  and  fuch  they  are,  as  would  excite  the 
derifion  and  contempt  of  the  more  weftern  fa- 
vages,  for  thefe  are  in  a  kind  of  ftate  of  civi- 
lization, which  the  Indians  confider  as  enerva- 
ting effeminacy,  and  hold  it  in  the  utmoft  ab- 
horrence. 

The  Catawbas  afford  a  melancholy  example, 
and  ffriking,  but  infuperable  proof,  of  the  ruin 
and  fatality  brought   on  any  Indian  nation,  by 
the  intemperance  and  vicinity  of  the  fettlements 
of  the  whites. 

This  aftonifhing  havoc  and  depopulation, which 
is  indeed  mod  alarming,  grievous,  and  awful, 
and  truly  painful  for  humanity  to  reflect  upon, 
has  been  occafioned,  in  a  great  meafure,  by 
the  introduction  of  the  fmaH-pox  and  fpirituous 
liquors. 

Their  injudicious  treatment  of  that  infectious 
malady,  generally  renders  it  fatal-,  for  they  make 
ufe  of  hot  Simulating  medicines  to  promote  a 
mod  profufe  diaphorefis,  in  the  height  of  which, 
whilft  reeking  with  fweat,  and  diffolving  in  ftreams 
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of  warm  moifture,  they  rum  out  into  the  opei 
air,  quite  naked,  and  fuddenly  plunge  into  the 
deepeft  and  coldeft  ftream  of  running  water 
that  can  be  found,  immcrfing  their  whole  body 
in  the  chilling  flood. 

It  mav  well  be  fuppofed,  that  if  their  recovery 
was  doubtful  before,  this  renders  it  totally  im- 
poflible  ;  and  the  poor  unfortunate  victims  fall 
iacrificfs  to  the  moil  wretched  ignorance  and 
folly. 

T  he  deleterious  effects  of  fpirituous  liquors 
are  not  lefs  notorious  and  extenfive ;  for  thefe 
unhappy  wretches  are  one  and  all  perfectly  de- 
voted to  the  immoderate  ufe  of  them,  when  to  be 
obtained  by  any  means  w  hatfoever  in  their  power  ; 
and  an  univerfal  inebriation  conftantTy  occafions  a 
mod  dreadful  carnage,  which  all  the  perfuafions 
and  power  of  the  women,  invariably  exerted  for 
that  laudable  purpofe,  is  never  able  to  prevent. 

Yet  after  the  fatal  paroxyfm  of  intoxication  has 
ceafed,  no  revenge  is  gratified,  no  refentments  are 
indulged  by  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  mur- 
dered, againft  the  furvivor. 

The  brothers,  the  fathers,  the  fons  of  the 
deceafed,  are  perfectly  reconciled  to,  and  in  the 
ftricteft  harmony  and  friendfhip  with  thofe  that 
perpetrated  the  fanguinary  deed.  All  unite  in 
exculpating  the  actors  from  intentional  crime, 
throwing  the  whole  blame  and  ftigma  of  evil 
and  guilt  on  the  wicked  and  pernicious  fpirits  that 
gave  rife  to  the  whole. 

Although  every  one  execrates  the  abominable 
liquor,  and  appears  to  fhew  the  deepeft  contri- 
tion for  the  dreadful  fcene  of  which  that  alone 
was  the  fole  caufe,  yet  if  they  can  procure  as 
much  more  the  very  next  night  as  will  com- 
pletely 
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pletely  intoxicate  them,  they  cannot  refifl  the 
temptation,  even  if  they  were  aiTured  of  as  much 
mifchief  as  before  proceeding  from  it. 

The  women,  therefore,  as  foon  as  they  dif- 
cover  fpirituous  liquors  in  the  houfe,  hut,  or 
wigwam,  begin  immediately  to  fecrete  and  con- 
vey away  every  dangerous  weapon  and  inftrument 
of  death. 

The  latent  effects  of  thefe  are  not  lefs  pre- 
judicial and  deflructive  to  population  than  thole 
more  immediate  and  apparent.  For  the  warrior 
neglects  his  hunting  ;  the  fquaw  neglects  her 
agriculture  :  the  moiher  neglects  her  children  ; 
ill  health  and  difeafe  fucceed,  which  generally 
terminate  in  the  final  exit  of  the  unhappy  vic- 
tims, by  immeifion  in  the  cold  bath,  while  al- 
molt  in  a  ftate  of  liquefaction  by  heat  and  a  moft 
profufe  perfpiration. 

The  decreafe  and  depopulation  of  the  Indian 
nations  is  alfo  promoted  by  another  caufe  be- 
fides  thefe,  which  has  contributed  as  powerfully 
as  either  of  the   lor-mer   to  that  fatal  purpofe. 

It  is  the  frequent  abortions  of  the  young  un- 
married women  :  for  they  confidcr  a  promis- 
cuous intercourfe  between  the  fexes  before  mar- 
riage as  no  difgrace,  nor  does  it  prevent  a  girl 
horn  obtaining  a  hufband  afterwards ;  but  they 
are  careful  to  deftroy  the  fruits  of  this  licentious 
connection  by  medicinal  fimples  that  promote 
abortion,  in  which  fatal  fcience  they  are  very 
expert.  It  produces  this  pernicious  effect,  that 
fuch  practices  in  their  early  youth  fubject  them 
to  mifcarr.iages  ever  afterwards,  and  when  it 
happens  other  wife,  they  commonly  have  net 
>  ol.  I.  G  raoic 
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more  than  two  children,  very  feldom  three,  du- 
ring the  whole  courfe  ot'  their  lives. 

However,  although  devotees  to  incontinence 
and  the  Cytherean  rites  while  fingle,  yet  after 
they  marry  they  are  remarkable  for  their  fide- 
lity to  the  objects  of  their  choice,  unlefs  they 
fhould  happen  to  take  a  diflike  to  each  other  ; 
then  they  mutually  agree  on  an  immediate  re- 
paration, or  divorce,  and  each  party  may  marry 
again  with  any  other  perfon,  without  the  fmalleft 
cenfure,  or  the  lead  idea  of  impropriety. 

It  is  cuftorriary  when  a  white  man  enters 
an  Indian  town,  or  nation,  with  intention  of 
refiding  there  for  fome  time,  if  only  a  few 
months,  for  him  to  have  a  wigwam,  or  hut, 
erected,  in  which  he  lives  with  fome  young 
fquaw,  whom  he  ei'her  courts  to  his  embraces, 
or  receives  from  her  parents  as  his  wife  and  fervant, 
during  the  time  he  may  ftay  among  them. 

In  fuch  cafes  fhe  is  always  very  faithful  and 
true,  and  if  fhe  mould  prove  pregnant,  the  child 
is  raifedby  the  nation  :  but  if  fhe  be  the  daughter  of 
one  of  their  chiefs,  and  the  father  of  the  infant  be  in- 
clined to  fix  his  refidence  among  them,  he  is 
prefented  with  a  large  tra&  of  land,  feveral  miles 
fquare,  in  truft  for  the  child  ;  which,  as  well  as 
himfelf,  is  then  formally  adopted  and  received  into 
the  nation. 
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Catawba's  va/i   Property.     Their  Manufactures. 
'  Their  Najiinefs. 

TH  E  Catawbas  are  indeed  a  poor,  inoffenfive, 
infignificant  people,  enveloped  in  filth  and 
naltinefs  of  perfon,  for  no  Indian  has  any  idea  of 
cleannefs. 

But  they  pofTefs  an  extenfive  and  molt  valuable 
body  of  rich,  fertile  land,  containing  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  acres,  which  they 
hold  in  abfolute  property  and  fee  fimplc  inheri- 
tance. 

Should  their  depopulation  continue  as  rapidly 
as  it  has  been  hitherto,  in  a  very  lew  years  this 
enormous,  immenfe  eftate  will  center  in  a  fingle 
family. 

However  this  eftate,  vaft  and  immenfe  as  it  i?, 
is  but  a  poor  compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  a  whole 
province  ;  for  this  nation  formerly  poffefTed,  and 
were  the  a£tual  proprietors  of  the  greateft  part  of 
North  Carolina. 

I  am  told  that  there  can  be  no  certain  deter- 
mined judgment  formed  of  the  manners  and  appear- 
ance of  the  native,  uncivilized,  wild,  weftern  In- 
dians, from  thefe,  who  feem  indeed,  in  a  gxeat 
meafure,  to  have  loft  that  martial  independent  fpi- 
rit,  for  which  that  whole  race  of  mankind  have 
been  ever  diftinguifhed,  and  to  be  finking  fail  in- 
G  2  to 
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to  degeneracy  and  a  ftate  of  fervility  and  depend- 
ence, inferior  even  to  the  mod  indigent  of  the 
■whites. 

The  Indian  women  in  general  are  called  Squaws, 
and  it  is  their  bufinefs  to  cultivate  the  foil, 
as  well  as  perform  the  common  menial  domeftic 
fervices  ;  the  fole  occupation  of  the  men  being 
war,  hunting,  fifhing,  fowling,  and  fmoaking  to- 
bacco. 

The  only  manufacture  that  I  can  difcover 
among  them  is  that  of  party-coloured  little 
bafkets,  table-mats,  made  of  ftraw,  and  chips, 
or  fplits  of  different  coloured  wood  ;  and  an 
ill-formed  kind  of  a    half-baked  earthen-ware. 

Thefe  infignificant  trifles  are  carried  about 
by  the  fquaws  for  fale,  and  are  purchafed  for 
the  moft  worthlefs  invaluable  confederations. 

Many  of  the  Catawbas  have  affixed  property 
of  various  kinds  and  defcriptions,  and  fome  of 
their  hunters  difpole  of  more  than  one  hundred 
pounds  value  of  deer-fkins  every  year. 

Nothing  can  be  more  fimple,  fubmiffive,  and 
obliging  than  the  behaviour  of  every  individual 
I  met  with  in  the  Catawba  nation,  male  and 
female  :  and  there  was  only  their  habitual  nai- 
tinefs,  coarfe  fare,  and  rude  accommodations 
that  were  any  wife  difguftful  to  me,  during 
my  refidence  among  them. 

However,  thefe  people  feem  to  enjoy  an 
arrlple  fhare  of  the  mod  valuable  of  all  human 
bleflings,  the  mod  eftimable  of  all  tranfitory  pcf- 
fellions,  health,  contentment,  and  felicity  ;  their 
principal  concern  proceeding  from  the  appre- 
henfions  of  the  encroachments  of  the  whites,  of 
which  all  Indians  are  indeed,  with  great  reafon, 

CTL- 
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extremely  jealous  and  watchful.  For  no  extenfion 
of  territory  can  gratify  our  infatiable  defires,  no 
bounds  can  limit  our  perpetual  ufurpations,  inva- 
fions,  and  inroads  on  the  undoubted  and  fole  pro- 
perty and  domain  of  thefe  comparatively  defence- 
lefs  and  innocent  race  of  aboriginal  inhabitants. 

[For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  character 
and  difpofition  of  the  Indians,  and  of  the  name, 
fituation,  and  ftrength,  or  number  of  warriors,  of 
each  nation  on  the  continent  of  North- America, 
See  Chap.  XUII.  and  XLIV.] 
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CHAP.  XXVI. 

C-itawba  River.  An  uncommon  Infiance  of  Penury. 
Rich  Mifer.  Wretchednefs  and  Mifery  of  hit 
Slaves.  Water ee  River.  Congarees  River.  San- 
tee  River.  Their  great  Extent.  Fertility  of  the 
Soil. 

HAVING,  in  a  few  days,  fufficiently  grati- 
fied my  curiofity  amongft  this  finking  and 
degenerating  nation,  I  left  the  Catawbas,  and  fet 
out  on  a  journey  to  a  very  diftinguimed  place  of 
trade,  in  South-Carolina,  lately  entitled  Camden, 
the  capital  of  a  diftriQ:  of  the  fame  name,  formerly 
called,  and  ftill  mod  universally  known,  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  the  Pine-tree. 

Having  found  my  guide,  or  interpreter,  ufeful 
to  me  as  a  fervant,  I  continued  to  employ  him  to 
attend  me,  which  feemed  to  afford  him  great  fatis- 
faction,  although  he  was  engaged  for  the  fmall 
wages  of  half-a-crown  per  day  for  htmfelf  and  his 
horfe  alfo.  However,  it  mult  be  acknowledged, 
we  always  lodged  and  fared  alike. 

The  dividing  line  between  North  and  South- 
Carolina,  interfects  the  Catawba  nation.  The 
principal  town,  however,  is  in  South  Carolina. 

We  fet  out  from  hence  in  the  morning  very 
early,  and  within  the  diftance  of  about  feven 
miles,  croffed  the  Catawba  river,  at  a  ford 
juft  above  the  confluence  of  a  confiderable  ri- 
vulet that  falls  into  it  on  the  north-er^ft  fide 
named  Twelve  Mile  creek,  leaving  the  great 
road  or  trading  path  on  our  right,   that  leads 
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weft  towards  the  Cherokee  country,  our  courfe 
being  almoft  due  ibuth  a  little  eafterly ;  and 
during  all  this  morning's  ride  hitherto,  we  have 
ftill  been  upon  the  territory  belonging  to  the 
Catawba  nation. 

The  Catawba  is  a  large  and  rapid  river7 
containing  an  enormous  quantity  of  water  :  it  is 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide,  and 
although  fordable,  is  deep,  and  runs  in  a  rocky 
channel  with  great  velocity. 

This  day  we  had  a  dreary  ride,  and  miferable 
accommodations  ;  having  breakfafted  on  fome 
rice  and  milk,  which  it  was  with  much  diffi- 
culty we  could  procure,  and  we  dined  wretched- 
ly at  an  ordinary  of  the  fame  fly  te,  on  the 
banks  of  a  rivulet,  named  Fifhing  creek,  which 
we  forded,  as  alfo  Rocky  creek,  ^na  lodged  at 
night  in  a  houfe,  or  rather  a  hovel,  belonging 
to  a  Mr.  D— — ,  a  private  and  penurious  planter. 

In  this  habitation,  which  had  many  ftrong 
features  of  indigence,  was  only  one  room  and 
one  bed,  which  the  proprietor  \  1  ccupied, 
but  very  benevolently  affordeo  us  (md<  esd  «  h 
fome  degree  of  reluctance)  the  accomi.  . 
of  a  pallet  on  the  floor ;  and  alter  our  fatigun.t, 
of  more  than  fifty  miles,  even  this  was  very 
acceptable. 

However  this  houfe,  or  more  properly  {helter, 
appeared  to  me  as  another  manfion  of  miler\, 
and  ftrongly  recalled  to  my  mind  the  poor 
overfeer's  wretched  habitation,  where  I  lodged 
the  firft  night  after  I  left  Peterfburg,  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

This  folitary  reclufe  I  alfo  confidered  as  a  poor, 
difconfolate,  defpifed   overfeer,   in  the  employ- 
G  4  ment 
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ment  of  fome  opulent  proprietor  wallowing  in  the 
wealth  and  luxuries  of  Charles-town. 

Fully  prepofTefled  with  this  idea,  which  I  had 
imbibed  over-night  from  every  penurious  |  ap- 
pearance, I  walked  out  early  in  the  morning, 
fo  take  a  general  view  of  the  plantation  and 
agriculture. 

After  {trolling  about  for  a  confiderable  time, 
without  meeting  a  fingle  perfon  to  anfwer  any 
interrogation,  I  happened  to  go  into  a  large 
barn,  where  to  my  aftonifhment,  there  were 
near  fifty  negroes  at  work. 

I  afked  them  to  whom  they  belonged  ?  They 
replied,  to  Mr.  D — .  Who  is  Mr.  D —  ?  Where 
does  he  live  ?  »  And  to  my  great  furprife,  I 
found  it  was  the  poor  penurious  wretch  on 
whofe  floor  we  had  lodged,  that  was  proprietor, 
not  only  of  this  eftate,  but  of  many  other  plan' 
tations,  together  with  three  or  four  hundred  more 
half-ftarved  negroes  befides. 

I  departed  from  this  place  with  a  mixture 
of  pity  and  contempt  for  the  miferable  wretch, 
who,  poffeffing  fuch  a  fortune,  was  incapable  of 
ufing  it  as  he  ought,  for  the  purpofes  of  benevo- 
lence, and  the  benefit  oi  mankind. 

But  with  my  heart  penetrated  with  pain  and 
anguifh,  I  commiferated  the  fate  of  thofe  un- 
happy wretches  his  flaves,  who  were  not  al- 
lowed even  a  fgfficiency  of  the  coarfeft  com- 
mon neceffaries  of  life,  in  compenfation  for  the 
hard  labour  of  their  lives,  by  this  griping  fon 
of  penury,  who  alfo  endeavoured  to  avert  his  ruin, 
and  fulfilled  his  confiflency,  by  fending  us  away 
without  breakfaft. 

After 
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After  an  unpleafant  ride  of  better  than  twenty- 
five  miles,  and  crofting  the  river  Wateree 
(which  is  a  continuance  of  the  Catawba)  in  a 
ferry-boat,  I  arrived  at  Camden,  or  the  Pine- 
tree,  about  noon. 

This  river,  the  Catawba,  affumes  three  feve- 
ral  appellations,  but  in  different  places.  The 
upper  part  is  named  the  Catawba,  the  middle 
is  the  Wateree,  which  appellation  is  continued  to 
it  as  far  as  the  confluence  of  the  great  Congarees 
river,  on  its  fouth-weft  fide,  from  thence  it  is 
called  the  Santee  to  its  mouth  at  Cape  Roman, 
or  Carteret. 

The  Catawba  river,  from  its  fource  in  the 
Apalachian  or  Alegany  mountains  in  North- Ca- 
rolina, to  the  mouth  of  Santee  in  the  Atlantic 
ocean  on  the  coaft  of  South-Carolina,  is  nearly 
fix  hundred  miles  in  length,  along  with  its  me- 
anders, and  almoft  five  hundred  miles  in  a  ftraight 
line  ;  containing  an  aftoniftiing  quantity  of  water.. 
Including  the  other  branches  of  this  river,  which 
alfo  fall  into  the  Santee,  it  paffes  through  a 
country  as  rich  and  fertile,  and  contains  on  and 
adjoining  its  waters  as  large  a  quantity  of  fine 
land,  as  any  river,  of  its  extent  in  the  univerfc. 
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CHAP.  XXVII. 

Camden.     Lands.     Rivers.    Infefls.  Inhabitants. 
Rice.     hdigo.  Manure. 

CAMDEN  is  a  place  of  confiderable  com- 
merce, and  is  improving  very  faft,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  meriting  the  pains,  fatigue,  and 
trouble,  I  have  taken  to  fee  it,  for  1  can  dif- 
cover  nothing  particularly  remarkable,  either  in 
the  town,  or  in  the  country  around  it. 

It  is  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  a 
direct  courfe  from  Salifbury  ;  but  is  an  hundred 
and  eighty,  or  near  two  hundred  miles,  by  the 
circuitous  route  I  made  by  the  Catawbas,  and 
between  one  hundred  and  fixty  and  an  hun- 
dred and  eighty  miles  from  Charles  Town. 

There  is  no  hill,  fcarcely  an  eminence  near 
it,  excepting  Santee  hills,  about  thirty  miles  to 
the  eaftward,  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river,  but 
at  the  diftance  of  feveral  miles  from  the  banks, 
and  they  continue  in  a  chain,  nearly  in  the 
fame  direction,  for  thirty  or  forty  miles  far- 
ther. 

Here  the  land  is  divided  into  fir  ft  and  fe- 
cond  low  grounds,  and  high  lands  or  barrens. 

The  firft  and  fecond  low  grounds  are  what 
is  cultivated,  and  formed  into  plantations,  pro- 
ducing crops  of  Indian  corn,  rice,  and  indigo. 

The 
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The  high  or  barren  land  is  divided  into  oak 
and  pine  barrens  ;  of  which  the  oak  is  always 
the  fign  of  the  more  fertile  foil,  for  the  pine 
barrens  are  only  pine  or  fir-trees  growing,  fcat- 
tered  promifcuoufly,  in  a  bed  of  loole,  deep 
fand,  which  fcarcely  produces  a  fingle  blade  of 
verdure,  and  is  excefTively  fatiguing  and  trouble- 
fome  for  either  horfes  or  men  to  travel  through, 
and  every  ftep  therein  finking  almoft  to  the 
knee. 

In  the  woods,  efpecially  in  the  low-grounds 
of  all  the  rivers,  creeks  and  branches  of  water, 
vaft  quantities  of  reeds  fpontaneoufly  vegetate,, 
and  are  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  verdure,,  af- 
fording moll  excellent  food  for  cattle  and  hor- 
fes, which  keep  fat  upon  this  provender  all  the 
year  round  ;  for  no  provifion-  or  forage  of  any 
kind  is  required  to  be  laid  in  for  them  againft 
the  winter,  as  during  that  feafon  they  are  the 
fatteft. 

For  here  all  the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
is  in  the  fummer,  when  the  intenfenefs  of  the 
heat,  and  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun,  the 
multitudes  of  noxious  and  troublefome  flies,  ;  nd 
innumerable  other  pernicious  infeds,.  contiiui  l!y 
exhauft,  prey  upon,  and  torment  every  living 
creature  in  the  fields  and  woods,  fucking  then- 
blood,  fretting,  and  torturing  them  almoft  to 
death  ;  fo  that  at  this  time  of  the  year,  every 
kind  of  bead  falls  away,  and  becomes  miferrtbly 
poor  and  lean.  For  even  to  mankind,  wi  h  ail 
his  refources  and  advantages,  the  heat  then  be- 
comes intolerable,,  nor  can  he  find  any  fhel- 
rw  or  defence  againft  the  affaults  of  thefe  fiit_s, 

infeds, 


132  A  TOUR   IN  THE 

infects,  and  poifonous  reptiles,  that  then  infeft 
the  whole  furface  of  nature. 

The  country  is  throughout  one  continued  plain 
and  foreft,  with  the  plantations  and  fettlements 
formed  only  upon  the  fides  of  the  rivers  and  water- 
courfes.  The  inhabitants  are  a  feeble  race,  of 
a  tawney,  or  yellowifh  hue,  and  fallow,  cada- 
\erous  complexions  ;  but  many  of  the  rice  and 
indigo  planters  in  this  neighbourhood  are  very 
gay  and  opulent. 

Even  the  Negroes  are  fhrivelled,  and  diminu- 
tive in  fize,  compared  with  thofe  in  Virginia  ; 
nor  is  th«ir  value  equal,  as  I  am  informed,  to 
theirs,  by  near  fifty  per  cent. 

The  culture  of  both  rice  and  indigo  is  ex- 
tremely unwholfome,  as  the  former  muft  be  co- 
vered with  water,  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  of  its  vegetation  ;  and  the  putrid  ex- 
halations, proceeding  from  the  ftagnated  water, 
muft  be  particularly  injurious  to  health,  and 
occafion  obftinate  intermittents. 

The  indigo  alio  requires  a  great  deal  of  wa- 
ter in  it6  manufacture,  and  foon  becomes  rotten 
and  putrid  in  this  fultry  climate  :  afterwards 
nothing  can  be  more  offenfive  and  infalubrious 
than  it  is  ;  yet,  in  that  ftate  of  the  higheft  pu- 
trefceence,  they  manure  their  lands  with  it,  fpread- 
ing  it  over  their  fields  whilft  wet  and  ftinking, 
which  thereby  become  abominably  noifome,  and 
abfolutely  render  the  whole  furroundingatmofphere, 
within  the  influence  or  contact  of  the  offenfive 
putrid  effluvia,  extremely  deleterious  and  baneful. 

South-Carolina  was,  for  a  long  time,  with- 
out a  fingle  court  of  judicature  for  the  diftri- 
bution  of  law,  juftice,  or  equity,  throughout  its 
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■whole  extent,  excepting  at  Charles  Town,  the 
metropolis,  which  was  a  grievance  of  very  great 
magnitude  to  individuals,  and  really  detrimental 
to  the  province  at  large  ;  to  palliate  which, 
the  jurifdi&ion  of  fingle  magiftrates  was  enlarged 
and  extended.  However,  it  was  peculiarly  be- 
neficial to  the  inhabitants  of  Charles  Town,  who 
were  in  a  great  meafure  enriched  thereby,  as  a 
vaft  concourfe  of  people  from  every  part  of  the 
province,  as  well  as  from  other  goverments, 
were  then  drawn  there  perpetually. 

But  lately,  South-Carolina  has  been  divided 
into  fix  diftinfr.  diftrids  :  viz.  George  Town, 
Charles  Town,  Beaufort,  Orangefburg,  Carnden, 
and  Chawraw  :  at  the  capital,  or  chief  town 
of  each  of  which,  courts  of  juftice,  common- 
pleas,  quarter-iellions,  &c.  are  eftablifhed,  and 
regularly  held.  Since  t,hat  peiiod,  the  whole 
country  has  been  confiderably  benefited  by  the 
meafure,  and  has  flouriihed  exceedingly. 

In  the  calculation  made  by  the  Congrefs, 
of  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  ifate, 
South-Carolina  is  laid  to  contain  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fix- 
teen,  of  which  one  fifth  part  only  are  Whites.  I 
have  good  reafon  to  believe  this  number  to  be 
exaggerated  about  twenty-five  thoufand  one  hun*- 
dred  and  fixteen. 

This  country  has  alfo  decreafed  in  population 
confiderably  fince  the  rebellion,  efpecially  fince 
the  evacuation  of  Charles  Town,  when  it  is 
fuppofed  near  ten  thoufand  inhabitants  left  the 
province. 

Throughout  all  this  large  and  valuable  pro- 
vince, there  are  only  three  fea-ports  ;  the  chief 

of 
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of  which  is  Charles  Town,  with  George  Town 
on  the  north-eaft,  and  Port  RoyaL  on  the  fouth- 
weft  :  the  latter  has  much  the  beft  harbour  of 
the  whole,  the  other  two  being  incumbered  with 
bars  at  their  entrance,  which  render  them  in- 
acceffible  to  large  (hips,  and  difficult  to  any, 
efpccully  as  feveral  of  thefe  banks  and  quick- 
fands  are  reported  to  fluctuate,  and  frequently 
change  their  pofition. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  XXVIII. 

Great  Curioftty  of  the  lower  Clafs  of  Inhabitants. 
Impertinent  ^ueflions.  Conjectures  of  my  Guide. 
Rendered  ferviceable. 

HAVING  foon  fufficiently  gratified  my  curi- 
ofity  in  Camden  and  its  vicinity,  and  hear- 
ing much  converfation  again  concerning  Hender- 
fon's  fettlement  on  Kentucky,  the  rout  to  which 
being  now  thought  fafe,  I  changed  my  defign  of 
proceeding  to  Charles-Town,  for  that  of  an  ex- 
pedition to  the  Ohio,  which  had  long  been  the 
firft  obje&  of  my  wifhes  ;  intending  to  defer  vi- 
fiting  Charles-Town,  Savannah,  Augufta,  St. 
Auguftine,  ice.  until  after  my  return  from  Ken- 
tucky. 

Accordingly  I  fet  out  for  Salifbury,  by  the 
neareft  way,  intending  to  pafs  through  the  Mora- 
vian towns  on  my  journey  from  thence  to  Hillf- 
borough,  from  which  place  I  propofed  to  begin 
my  expedition  to  Henderfon's  new  fettlement  ; 
thefe  Moravians  and  their  towns  having  been  the 
only  objefts  and  places  deferving  attention,  that 
efcaped  my  obfervation  on  my  progrefs  iouth- 
ward. 

It  was  about  the  laft  of  April  when  I  departed 
from  Camden,  the  heat  of  the  weather  was  in- 
creafing  faft,  and  began  to  be  troublefome  :  but 
this  was  the  very  beft  feafon  of  the  year  to  en- 
ter upon  myprefent  hazardous  undertaking. 

On  the  third  day  at  noon  my  guide  Clifton 
took  his  laft  farewell  of  me,  being  nearly  oppo- 
fite  Charlottelburg,  the  place  of  his  refidence. 

Having 


I36  A  TOUR  IN"  THE 

Having  found  him  extremely  ufeful  and  atten- 
tive, in  return  for  his  fervices  and  fidelity,  I 
prefented  him  with  a  gratuity  of  eight  dollars  at 
parting,  over  and  above  his  fcanty  wages,  at 
which  the  poor  fellow  was  abfolutely  over-joyed, 
and,  as  I  have  frequently  heard  fmce,  has  re- 
founded  my  praifes,  and  his  gratitude,  far  and 
near. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  obferve,  how 
very  troublelome  and  difagreeable  the  extreme 
curiofity  of  the  lower  clafs  of  inhabitants  at  firft 
appears  to  ftrangers  and  travellers. 

I  was  for  a  long  time  exceedingly  peftered  with 
»he  impertinent  interrogations  of,  *  What  was- 
my  bufinefs  ?  What  I  fought  after  ?  Where  did  I 
intend  to  fettle  ?  and  What  brought  me  to  this 
country  ?' 

As  I  always  found  fome  expedient  to  evade  an- 
fwering  thefe  queftions,  each  refolved  his  own  in 
the  manner  his  imaginations  and  conjectures  in- 
clined him  to  believe,  and  they  were  ail  fatisfied  ; 
but  every  one  was  prefling  for  me  to  fix  my  refi- 
dence  in  his  neighbourhood. 

My  honeft  guide  firft  took  it  into  his  head, 
that  I  was  endeavouring  to  difcover  a  judicious 
firuation  to  commence  and  extend  an  Euro- 
pean commerce  ;  but  finding  that  I  paffed  by 
and  overlooked  the  mofl  excellent  fpcts  for  that 
purpofe,  and  that  I  took  great  notice  of  the  face 
of  the  country,  and  ot  the  quality  and  fertility 
of  the  foil,  and  examined  into  the  ftate,  nature, 
and  mode  of  agriculture,  as  I  paffed  ;  all  thefe, 
with  my  avowed  intentions,  which  I  had  frequent- 
ly expreffed,  of  vifiting  Henderfon's  fettlement 
on  Kentucky,   induced   him  at  length  to  alter 
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his  firft  opinion,  and  form  an  abfolute  conclu- 
fion,  that  I  was  a  fpeculator  in  lands,  fparing 
neither  trouble,  expence,  nor  enquiry  to  difcover 
the  fineft  land,  and  beft  bargains,  to  make  pur- 
chafes  of. 

This  fuppofititious  report  he  conftantly  circulat- 
ed, and  it  fpread  with  great  celerity  to  an  aftonim- 
ing  extent.  However,  I  never  found  any  injury 
or  prejudice  attend  me  on  that  account,  but  rather 
the  reverfe,  for  every  perfon  appeared  ftudious 
to  contribute  to  my  amufement  and  information 
wherever  I  went,  and  by  this  means  I  acquired 
a  degree  of  knowledge,  which  otherwife  could 
not  have  been  obtained  in  double  the  time  ;  and 
befidesl  was  always  beheld  in  a  refpe&able  light. 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 

Salijbury.  Moravian  River.  Moravian  Towns  and 
Settlement.  Peculiar  Cuftoms  aud  Police.  Women 
in  Common.  Flouriping  State.  Their  Manufac- 
tures.   Produce.    Salem.    Bethania.  Bethabara. 

.  Their  Situations. 

AS  I  rode  eafy  journies,  it  was  on  the  fourth 
day  after  my  departure  from  Camden  that  I 
arrived  at  Salifbury. 

Here  I  remained  but  one  night,  and  fet  out 
next  morning  very  early  for  the  Moravian  towns, 
which  lie  almoft  due  north  from  Salifbury. 

I  croffed  Grant's  Creek  about  four  miles  from 
the  town,  and  juft  above  its  mouth  I  croffed  the 
Yadkin,  at  a  very  bad  ford,  about  nine  or  ten 
miles  from  Salifbury. 

About  ten  miles  farther  I  forded  the  Moravian 
River  at  its  mouth,  juft  above  where  it  enters 
the  Yadkin,  and  rode  along  an  exceeding 
bad  rough  ro^d  up  the  weftern  fide  of  the  river, 
until  I  arrived  at  Bethania,  which  is  the  moft 
wefterly  and  northerly  of  all  the  Moravian 
towns,  being  about  fifty  miles  from  Salifbury. 

It  ftands  upon  a  water-courfe  named  Bethania 
Creek,  which  is  a  confiderable  branch  of  the 
Moravian  River. 

It  was  late  at  night  before  I  arrived.  I  was  ex- 
tremely fatigued,  and  departed  next  morning  for 
Bethabara,  which  I  reached  to  breakfaft,  after 
fording  another  branch  of  the  Moravian  River, 
about  fix  miles  on  this  fide  of  Bethania. 

This 
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This  town  is  ten  miles  from  the  other  ;  but 
being  informed  that  Salem  was  the  principal,  I 
immediately  proceeded  on  after  breakfaft,  and 
arrived  there  about  noon,  this  place  being  only 
about  feven  miles  diftant  from  Bethabara. 

This  fociety,  fe&,  or  fraternity  of  the  Mora- 
vians have  every  thing  in  common,  and  are 
poffefled  of  a  very  large  and  extenfive  pro- 
perty. 

They  have  a  kind  of  monaflic  inftitution  in 
their  internal  police,  and  in  bringing  up  and 
educating  the  younger  of  both  fexes,  who  are 
totally  fecluded  from  converfation,  or  inter- 
courfe,  with  each  other,  until  marriage  j  after 
which  a  houfe,  a  portion  of  land,  flock,  and 
utenfils  of  every  kind,  are  allotted  each  couple, 
and  the  produce  of  their  labour  and  induftry  is 
depofited  in  the  common  ftock. 

From  their  infancy  they  are  inftru&ed  in 
every  branch  of  ufeful  and  common  literature, 
as  well  as  in  mechanical  knowledge  and  labour, 
which  even  then  is  converted  to  beneficial  and 
profitable  purpofes,  for  the  emolument  of  the 
community  at  large. 

But  their  peculiar  uniformity  in  drefs,  and 
the  long  beards  of  the  men  of  that  particular 
fe£t  of  them,  commonly  called  Dunkards,  have  a 
very  fingular,  linking,  and  uncouth  appearance. 

The  children  are  feparated  from  their  parents 
during  their  earlieft  infancy,  and  are  brought  al- 
together, each  k€t  diflinft  from  the  other,  in  a 
kind  of  feminaries,  as  belonging  only  to  the 
whole  fociety,  to  whom  collectively  a  parental 
affection  is  by  this  means  afliduoufly  inculcated, 
cherifhed,  and  eftablifhed  ;  and  all  perfonal  at- 
tachments and  paternal  love  and  regard  are  as 

diligently 
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diligently  checked,  difcouraged,  diminifhed,  and, 
in  a  great  degree,  annihilated. 

It  is  faid  that  the  parents  actually  cannot  diftin- 
guifh  their  own  offspring  from  others  ;  and  that 
the  children  alfo  as  foon  forget  every  trace  by 
which  they  might  recognize  their  parents  :  as 
they  are  feparated  during  the  earlieft  ftage  of  in- 
fancy, this  is  readily  accomplifhed  and  eafily  ac- 
counted for. 

It  is  alfo  reported  that  thofe  members  of  the 
fociety  who  have  arrived  at  years  of  maturity, 
particularly  the  rulers  or  elders,  enjoy  their  wo- 
men in  common,  fo  that  the  parents  on  one 
fide  are  difficult  to  be  afcertained.  This  circum- 
ftance,  however,  though  much  and  almoft  uni- 
versally credited,  they  themfelves  abfolutely  de- 
ny ;  and  I  mail  not  undertake  to  pronounce  a  de- 
cifion,  or  even  an  opinion,  one  way  or  the  other. 

The  Moravians  have  many  excellent  and  very 
raluable  farms,  on  which  they  make  large  quan- 
tities of  butter,  flour,  and  provifions,  for  ex- 
portation. 

They  alfo  poflefs  a  number  of  ufeful  and  lu- 
crative manufactures,  particularly  a  very  extenfive 
one  of  earthen  ware,  which  they  have  brought 
to  great  perfection,  and  fupply  the  whole  coun- 
try with  it  for  fome  hundred  miles  around. 

In  fhort,  although  they  very  carefully  pre- 
ferve  themfelves  from  intermixing  with,  and  de- 
tached from  every  other  feet,  fociety,  or  order 
of  people,  yet  they  certainly  are  valuable  Sub- 
jects, and  by  their  unremitting  induftry  and  la- 
bour have  brought  a  large  extent  of  wild  rugged 
country  into  a  high  flate  of  population  and  irrt- 
provement. 
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It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  relate  or  difcover  one 
half  of  the  lingular  manners,  policy,  cufloms, 
and  peculiarities  of  the  Moravians,  during  the 
very  contracted  refidence  I  made  amongfl:  them, 
for  I  remained  there  but  three  days  ;  and  what  I 
have  mentioned  is  only  a  (ketch  of  their  exterior 
en  pajjant. 

And  as  I  have  no  doubt  but  others  have  fuffici- 
ently  explained  the  principles  and  minutiae  of  the 
internal  government  of  this  feci:  or  fraternity,  with 
the  advantages  of  a  better  opportunity  of  infor- 
mation, and  fuperior  abilities  and  knowledge  of 
the  fubjeQ:  than  I  am  able  to  boafl  of  ;  therefore 
I  conceive  it  is  totally  unnecefTary  for  me  to  en- 
large any  farther  upon  that  head  on  this  occafion. 

Salem,  their  principal  town  and  fettlement,  is 
feven  miles  from  Bethabara,  feventeen  from  Be- 
thania,  about  forty-five  from  Salifbury,  and  near 
ninety  miles  from  Hillfborough. 

It  ftands  on  Bellews  Creek,  a  branch  of  the 
river  Dan,  which  runs  into  or  rather  principally 
compofes  the  Roanoak  ;  although  the  other  two 
Moravian  towns  are  built  upon  branches  of  the 
Moravian  River,  or  Creek,  which  is  alfo  pretty 
confiderable,  but  falls  into  the  Yadkin. 
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CHAP.  XXX. 

The  Ararat  Mountains.  Tryon  Mountains.  Mora- 
vian Mountains.  Carraiuay  Mountains.  Grand 
and  beautiful  perfpeflive  Views. 

IN  the  ride  from  Salifbury  to  Bethania,  my  fight 
was  frequently  regaled  with  a  glimpfe  of  the 
iummit  of  Tryon  mountains  on  my  left,  and  the 
ftupendous  mountain  of  Ararat  dire&ly  before 
me. 

Coming  from  Bethania  to  Salem,  I  was  ex- 
tremely pleafed  with  beholding  the  fame  Moun- 
tains of  Tryon  on  my  right,  the  Moravian 
mountain  on  my  left,  and  the  Carraway  moun- 
tains in  front,  although  it  was  but  very  feldom  1 
could  enjoy  that  pleafure  ;  viz-  only  in  paiTing 
over  the.  fummits  of  the  high  hills,  appendages  of 
thefe  mountains. 

The  Moravian  towns  and  fettlements  are  fituat- 
ed  on  the  bafe  of  the  fouth  weft  ficte  of  the  Mo- 
ravian Mountains,  which  are  in  fa£t  only  huge 
protuberances  from,  or  appendages  of,  the  ftu- 
pendous Ararat  on  the  north-weft,  and  the  Carra- 
way Mountains  on  the  fouth-eaft,  to  which  they 
appear  equally  to  belong. 

The  foil  in  general  is  rich  and  fertile,  the  face 
of  the  country  rocky,  broken,  and  mountainous, 
though  many  of  the  Moravian  fettlements  are 
choice  level  fpots,  and  the  whole  is  extremely 
well  watered  with  excellent  ftreams  of  that  fluid, 
light,  clear,  and  wholefome,  which  are  likewife 
converted,  by  the  ingenuity,  labour,  and  induftry 
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of  the  inhabitants,  into  the  ufeful  purpofes  of 
turning  mills  of  many  different  kinds. 

On  the  fourth  day  after  my  arrival  at  Salem  I 
left  it,  and  proceeded  on  my  journey  to  Hillfbo- 
rough  ;  and,  defiring  to  fee  as  much  of  the  coun- 
try as  pofiible,  intended  to  take  a  very  circuitous 
route  to  that  place,  by  the  lower  road  over  the 
Allamance,  as  I  had  come  out  by  the  upper  road 
over  the  Reedy  River  on  my  firft  journey  fouth- 
weftward. 

For  this  purpofe  it  was  neceffary  for  me  to  take 
a  long  ride  along  the  bale  of  the  Carraway  moun- 
tains, between  the  eafl  fide  of  them  and  the  Deep 
River,  a  principal  branch  of  the  North- weft  or 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Accordingly,  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  miles 
from  Salem,  I  arrived  at  the  fummit  of  the  Car- 
raway Mountains,  at  the  north-eaft  end  of  the 
ridge,  an  hour  after  fun-rife. 

Here  I  alighted  as  ufual,  to  enjoy  the  pleafures 
of  the  grand,  wild,  and  uncultivated  lcene  of 
perfpective  around  me. 

The  mountain  is  nearly  half  a  mite  broad  on  the 
fummit,  and  on  the  fouth-weft  brow  I  firft  began 
to  take  a  retrofpe&ive  view  of  the  beautiful  fcene 
which  I  was  now  leaving  behind  me.  Tryon 
Mountain  on  the  weft  ;  the  Moravian  Mountain 
on  the  north,  brightened  with  the  beams  of  the 
rifing  fun,  over  which  the  mighty  Ararat 
erected  his  ftupendous  gilded  head  ;  the  thick 
embrowned  greenilh  foreft  below,  interfered 
with  the  multitude  of  water-courfes  that  fall  into 
the  meandering  ferpentine  Yadkin,  thinly  fpotted, 
as  is  common  in  thele  comprehcnfive,  fylvan  per- 
fpecYives,  with  the  fettlements  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  -earthy  which  were  now  darkened 

with 
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with  the  vaft  fhadow  of  the  mountains  over- 
hanging them,  that  had  as  yet  precluded  them 
from  a  fight  of  the  grand  luminary  of  nature. 

Having  long  gazed  with  infinite  plcafure,  and 
without  an  alloy  of  fatiety,  on  thefe  admirable 
fcenes,  time,  ever  advancing,  reminded  me  of  the 
neceflity  of  proceeding,  if  it  was  only  to  behold 
the  equally  grand  and  delightful  perfpe&ive  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  mountain. 

This  was  a  more  bright  and  fplendid  fcene  than 
the  part,  for  here  the  fun  gilded  every  object,  and 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  magnitude,  wildnefs, 
and  extent  of  the  view  rendered  it  awful,  the 
ferene  fmiling  fky  and  climate  infpired  the  moll 
pleafing  and  delightful  fenfations. 

From  this  fituation  I  could  perceive  the  moun- 
tains beyond  Haw  River,  and  above  Hi II (borough, 
at  a  vaft  diftance  on  the  left ;  on  the  right  an 
extenfion  of  view  of  the  ridge  of  the  Carraway 
Mountains,  towering  above  each  other  in  wild  dif- 
order;  and  in  front  the  fight  was  bounded  by  the 
horizon  at  an  immenfe  diftance,  verging  above 
the  line  of  which  appeared  the  hills  of  AUa- 
mance,  and  the  high  lands  on  each  fide  of  them; 
and  the  Deep  Rivei  below  and  directly  before  me 
winding  in  beautiful  Terpentine  meanders,  as  if 
ilTuing  from  underneath  the  mountain  whereon  I 
ftood,  and  fpreading  for  a  long  way  under  the 
eye,  as  if  drawn  upon  a  carpet  ;  with  the  dark 
chafms  containing  Reedy  River  and  the  numerous 
other  branches  of  the  Haw  ;  but  the  whole, 
is  conftantly  the  appearance  in  this  country,  aa 
immenfe  unbounded  foreft,  fo  perfectly  overfp read 
and  totally  covered  with  thick  and  feemingly  impene- 
trable woods,  that  the  thinly  fcattered  human  fettle- 
ments  can  fcarcely  be  afoertained  by  the  eye,  loft 

and 
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and  confounded  in  the  magnitude,  grandeur,  and 
immenfity  of  the  general  objects  which  compofe 
the  furrounding,  pleafing,  awful  fcene. 

The  trees  were  all  juft  putting  forth  their  young 
and  tender  foliage,  over  which  the  fun-beams  dif- 
played  a  beautiful  chearful  luftre.  The  birds  were 
warbling  forth  their  melodious  and  variegated 
notes,  welcoming  the  vegetation  of  returning 
fpring.  Odoriferous  gales,  from  every  direction, 
pervaded  the  whole  furrounding  atmofphere,  with 
the  moft  elegant  and  grateful  perfumes.  But  fo- 
ciety,  endearing  delightful  fociety,  was  wanting 
to  form  and  complete  the  felicity  of  man, 
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CHAP.  XXXf. 

Great  Allamance.  Regulators.  Hillfborough.  Co* 
Imel  Mac  Donald,  and  the  unfortunate  Loyalifls 
of  North  Carolina.  Their  Difajler  at  More': 
Creek  Bridge.  Their  hard  Fate  and  barbarous 
Treatment. 

WITH  a  folitary  figh,  occafioned  by,  and 
expreflive  of,  the  want  of  a  proper  ob- 
ject to  fhare,  increafe,  and  to  whom  I  might 
communicate  the  pleafures  of  my  imagination  and 
fenfes,  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  elegant  perfpec- 
tive,  I  left  this  charming  fpot  (defcribed  in  the 
laft  chapter),  and  proceeded  down  the  declivity 
of  the  mountain. 

Having  dined  at  the  ordinary  at  the  foot  of  the 
Carraway  ridge  where  I  had  lodged  formerly 
on  my  firft  expedition  to  the  fouth-weftward,  at 
the  place  where  the  upper  road  from  Hillfborough 
to  Salifbury  croftes  this,  I  arrived  at  another  in- 
different houfe  of  public  entertainment,  where  I 
was  obliged  to  take  up  my  refidence  for  the  night, 
after  a  journey  of  fifty  miles,  which,  in  this 
rough  country,  and  bad  roads,  is  indeed  excef- 
lively  fatiguing  both  for  the  horle  and  his  rider. 

Ever  fince  I  crofted  the  mountain  I  have  been 
descending  all  day  between  the  Deep  River  and 
the  bafe  of  the  Carraway  Ridge,  and  never  at 
any  confiderable  diftance  from  either. 

This  ordinary,  where  I  lodged,  is  fituated  at 
the  crofting  of  two  great  public  roads,  viz.  that 
from  the  Moravian  towns  (in  which  I  have  jour- 
nied  fince  I  left  them),  to  Wilmington,  Brunf- 

wick> 
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wick,  &c.  on  the  coaft  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the 
lower  road  or  great  trading  path  from  Hillfbo- 
rough  to  Salifbury,  &c.  which  now  was  the  way 
for  me  to  proceed  by. 

Accordingly,  in  the  morning,  I  took  my  left- 
hand  crols-road,  and  after  a  long,  but  pleafant, 
ride  down  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Allamance  Creek, 
I  arrived  at  night  at  the  houle  of  a  Mr.  Michael 
Holt,  a  Dutchman,  whofe '  plantation  was 
adjoining  the  creek,  near  the  place  where  it 
enters  the  Haw  River;  having  obferved  that 
I  rode  over  a  great  deal  of  excellent  land 
d,uring  thefe  two  days,  the  laft  of  which  I 
likewife  travelled  at  lead  fifty  miles. 

Mr.  Holt,  although  a  High  Dutchman,  or 
rather  the  fon  of  Dutch  or  German  parents, 
for  he  himfelf  was  born  in  America,  is  a 
very  loyal  fubjed,  and  entertained  me  with 
great  hofpitality.  He  is  a  magiftrate,  poffel- 
fes  a  considerable  property,  and  has  a  iarge 
fhare  of  good  fenfe  and  found  judgment,  but 
without  the  leaft  improvement  from  education, 
or  the  embellifhment  of  any  kind  of  polifh, 
even  in  his  exterior. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  long  inlerefting  conver- 
fation,  with  which  he  entertained  me,  and 
really  afforded  me  a  great  deal  of  fatisfaction 
and  information  by  his  fenfible,  blunt,  and 
fhrewd  remarks  on  every  fubjecl:  occafionall v, 
he  explained  the  whole  grounds,  proceedings, 
and  termination  of  that  mod  unfortunate  and 
much  to  be  lamented  affair  of  the  Regulators, 
which  made  fo  great  a  noife  in  North  Caro- 
lina, their  fcene  of  action,  as  well  as  in  all 
America  bcfides. 

II  2  But, 
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But,  to  avoid  throwing  refie&ions  and  cen* 
fure,  however  juft  or  other  wife,  on  characters 
or  ptrfons  ftdl  in  exiftcncc,  out  of  whofe 
power  it  is  now  ever  to  atone  for  their  for- 
mer, perhaps  ill-timed,  unfortunate,  and  mif- 
taken  conduct,  I  fhall  fuffer  it  to  reft  in  ob- 
livion, only  obferving  that  thofe  unhappy,  ill- 
fated  victims,  the  Regulators  of  North  Caro- 
lina, were,  and  ftill  are  among  the  worthieft, 
Iteadieft,  and  moft  refpe&able  friends  to  Bri- 
tifh  government  and  real  conftitution^.l  freedom. 
But  oppreflion,  mifreprefentation,  and  ill  for- 
tune feem  ever  to  have  been  the  attendants  on,  and 
inaufpicious  fate  of  exemplary  loyalty  and  vir- 
tue. 

I  left  Mr.  Holt  on  the  fecond  day  after 
breakfaft,  and  crofling  the  Haw  River,  &c. 
at  a  very  good  ford,  arrived  at  HilKborough  to  din- 
ner, having  rode  only  about  twenty-fix  miles. 

{This  Mr.  Holt,  of  Orange  county,  fome 
Americans  from  Guilford  county,  almoft  all 
the  Chiefs  of  the  former  Regulators,  and  a- 
bout  fifty  or  fixty  of  the  principal  men  of 
the  Scots  Highland  Emigrants  of  the  fettlement 
of  Crofs  Creek,  all  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-colonel  Donald  Mac  Donald,  as  bri- 
gadier-general (now  in  London),  having  receiv- 
ed great  encouragement  and  particular  direfti- 
,t>ns  from  Governor  Martin,  his  Majefty's  Go- 
vernor of  North  Carolina,  to  array  the  loyal 
inhabitants  as  militia  in  arms,  who  are  very  nu- 
merous in  this  province,  he  having  promifed 
to  fupport  them  with  arms,  ammunition,  mo- 
ney*  and  troops,  if  they  could  penetrate  as 
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far  as  Wilmington,  or  Brunfwick,  before  which 
he  lay  at  anchor  in  the  river  of  Cape  Fear 
on  board  a  veffel  of  war,  accordingly  raifed 
and  arrayed  about  fifteen  hundred  men  with- 
in a  few  days. 

But  having  very  imprudently  delayed  time 
for  feveral  weeks  afterwards,  and  having  com- 
mitted fome  other  capital  blunders  and  mif- 
takes,  which  however  they  were  in  fome  mea- 
fure  compelled  to  do,  much  againft  Colonel 
Mac  Donald's  inclinations,  and  out  of  his 
power  to  prevent,  ihis  afforded  the  rebels  an 
opportunity  to  aflemble  and  collect  in  great 
force  from  every  quarter  around,  to  the  num- 
ber of  fix  or  eight  thoufand  men,  tolerably 
well  armed,  to  oppofe  their  progrefs. 

Yet,  in  the  face  of  fo  vaft  a  fuperiority, 
this  nandful  of  brave  men,  without  arms  for 
one-fixth  of  their  number,  and  even  thefe  al- 
moft  entirely  deftitute  of  ammunition,  march- 
ed boldly  on,  forcing  their  way,  with  great 
fpirit  and  refolution,  for  eighty  miles  to  More's 
Creek  Bridge,  within  fixteen  miles  of  Wil- 
mington. 

Here  (on  finding  themfelves  unfupported, 
Colonel  Mac  Donald  alio  being  very  fick,  and 
unable  to  command)  by  falling  into  divifions 
and  diffenfions  among  themfelves  and  other  in- 
judicious meafures,  in  attempting  to  crofs  this 
rivulet  in  the  face  of  works  thrown  up  and 
lined  by  very  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy 
under  cover,  and  fupported  likewife  by  feveral 
pieces  of  artillery,  at  a  place  where  it  was 
not  fordable,  upon  a  wooden  bridge,  the  planks 
of  which  had  been  taken  up,  and  the  beams 
II  3  and 
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and  fleepers  greafed  and  rendered  fiippery  and 
jmpaffable  by  the  rebels,  they  met  with  a  to* 
tal  defeat,  ieveral  being  killed,  (particularly  a 
gallant  officer,  Captain  Mac  Leod,  &c.) 
lighting  bravely  with  their  broad  fwords. 

General  Mac  Donald,  who,  as  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  happened  then  to  be  ex- 
tremely ill,  and  almoft  all  their  officers  being 
taken  prisoners,  were  treated  with  the  utmoffc 
rigour  and  barbarity,  to  a  degree  fcarcely 
credible  among  civilized  "nations. 

Thefe  gentlemen  were  all  dragged  through 
the  country  in  triumph,  in  the  mod  diftreffed 
miferable  condition,  deftitute  even  of  common 
neceffaries,  and  were  at  laft  diftributed  in  pri- 
fons  and  wretched  places  of  reftraint,  con- 
ftrucled  for  the  particular  purpofes  of  cruelty, 
through  the  diftant  inland  parts  of  Virginia, 
Maryland,  and  Penfylvania ;  and  very  few  of 
them  indeed  have  ever  been  able  to  return  to 
their  unhappy,  difconfolate,  helplefs  families 
and  homes*. 

General  Mac  Donald,  Mr.  Holt,  and  about 
thirty  of  the  principal  perfons  amongft  them, 
were  brought  to  Philadelphia  in  that  wretched 
condition,  and  thrown  into  prifon,  where  I, 
being  then  alfo  in  clofe  confinement  in  the 
fame  place,  had  the  melancholy,  mortifying 
fatisfaftion  of  feeing  and  converfing  with  my 
old  friendly,  hofpitable  Dutchman  once  more: 
however,  he  contrived  to  make  intereft  with 
the  congrefs  to  permit  him  to  return  again 
to  his  family  and  home,  which  they  alfo  gran- 
ted to  all  of  them  who  were  natives  of  Ame- 

*  See  Chap  xii.  page  106. 

rica, 
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rica,  excepting  a  very  worthy  officer,  Captain 
Leggit. 

But  the  gallant  brave  old  general,  a  man 
then  near  feventy  years  of  age,  who  had  been 
almoft  half  a  century  an  officer  in  his  majefty's 
fervice,  was  moft  ignominioufly  and  inhuman- 
ly treated,  being  rigidly  and  cruelly  confined 
in  a  clofe  room,  fecured  with  iron  doors  and 
bars,  along  with  nine  gentlemen  befides,  in  the 
moft  fultry  weather,  and  hot  climate,  during 
the  fummer  ;  for  he  magnanimoufly  and 
nobly  declined  their  offers  of  partial  indulgence 
to  himfelf,  unlefs  it  was  extended  to  the  reft 
of  his  officers,  which  the  Congrefs,  to  its  e- 
ternal  difgrace  and  infamy,  abfolutely  refuied, 
for  no  reafon  whatfoever  but  on  account  of 
their  zealous  and  exemplary  loyalty  and  refolu- 
tion. 

This  worthy  old  officer  General  Mac  Do- 
nald was  at  length  exchanged  along  with  General 
Prefcott,  for  an  American  Colonel  Mac  Gaw, 
and  the  American  General  Alexander,  or  pre- 
tended Earl  of  Stirling.] 
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CHAP  XXXII. 


Hihrough.      Courts  of  Judicature.    Numbers  of 
Inhabitants   in    North-Carolina.  Depopulation. 
Bewildered  and  loft.    Uninhabited  Fore/}.  Wild 
Bea/ls,    Great  Danger.    Hycoe  Creek.  Country 
Line  Creek. 


MY  horfe,  although  an  excellent  one,  be- 
ing, as  well  as  myfelf,  a  good  deal 
fatigued  and  ftiff  with  travelling,  I  remained 
three  days  at  Hillfborough,  for  the  benefit  of 
reft  and  refrefhment. 

As  I  obferved  before,  Hillfborough  is  the 
capital  of  a  diftrift,  of  which  there  are  fix 
in  the  province,  where  fupreme  courts  of  ju- 
dicature, with  extenfive  and  peculiar  jurildifti- 
ons,  are  held  twice  a  year :  each  diftrift 
contains  a  certain  number  of  counties,  of  which 
there  are  thirty-two  in  the  whole  ftate.  Every 
county  alfo  holds  a  court  quarterly  at  a  court- 
houfe  ere&ed  in  the  moft  central  place  of  each; 
befides  thofe  fupreme  courts  for  the  diftrifr.s. 

Within  the  whole  province  of  North-Caro- 
lina, there  is  not  one  good  harbour,  being 
all  obftru&ed  with  bars,  and  fluctuating  fand- 
banks.  That  of  Brunfwick  and  Wilmington 
on  Cape  Fear  river  is  the  beft,  but  none  will 
admit  fhips  of  great  burden. 

North- 
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North-Carolina  was  computed  to  contain  a- 
hout  three  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  in  the 
late  calculation  made  by  the  Congrefs,  and  to 
have  a  larger  proportion  of  Whites  than  any 
other  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  that  is,  more 
than  a  third,  and  nearly  one  half.  But  I  am 
well  affured  that  this  calculation  was  exagge- 
rated above,  thirty  thoufand  at  leafl  j  and 
North-Carolina  has  decreafed  in  population  very 
much  indeed  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
late  fatal  hoftilities,  more  in  proportion  than 
any  other  ftate. 

On  the  fourth  day,  early  in  the  morning, 
I  fet  out  in  great  fpirits  for  the  lower  Sawra 
towns,  on  the  banks  of  the  Dan  river,  the 
largett  and  moll  fouthern  branch  of  the  Roa- 
noak,  being  the  firft  commencement  of  my 
journey  to  Henderfon's  famed  new  fettlement 
on  Kentucky. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  day's  ride,  I  was 
particularly  unfortunate  in  lofing  my  way  a- 
mong  the  various,  different,  perplexing  paths 
and  tracks  that  are  met  with,  on  the  north- 
weft  fide  of  Hillfborough,  among  which  no 
particular  road  can  be  diftinguifhed  in  pre- 
eminence. 

It  was  alfo  unlucky  for  me  that  the  greater 
number  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  plantations, 
where  I  called  to  enquire  my  way,  being  Ger- 
mans, neither  underflood  my  qucftions,  nor 
could  render  themfelves  intelligible  to  me ;  and 
the  few  I  chanced  to  find,  that  did  undcr- 
ftand  Englifh,  being  chiefly  natives  of  Ireland, 
mod  wretchedly  ignorant  and  uncivilized,  cou'd 
give  me  no  directions  to  alcertain  the  right  way, 
H  5  having 
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having  fcarcely  ever  even  heard  of  the  name 
of  the  Sawras. 

By  this  means  I  am  confident  that  I  rode 
over  the  diftance  of  twenty- five  miles  bef<  re  I 
had  reached,  in  a  direct  line,  ten  miles  from 
Hillfborough,  from  whence  I  had  fet  out  in 
the  morning. 

At  length,  after  infinite  difficulty,  I  difcover- 
ed  fomething  like  a  path  or  road,  which  how- 
ever could  fcarcely  be  afcertained,  or  followed, 
having  been  blazed  and  marked  out  fome  years 
before,  but  by  its  privacy,  unfrequented  direc- 
tion, and  want  of  ufe,  had  grown  up  again,  fo 
as  to  be  even  perceived  at  all  with  the  utmoft 
trouble. 

Its  courfe  and  continuance  however,  being 
pretty  ftraight,  enabled  me  to  purfue  it,  which 
I  did  for  this  whole  day  with  a  mind  filled 
and  agitated  with  doubts  and  dilemmas,  with- 
out once  feeirg  a  houfe,  or  the  leaft  veftige 
of  a  human  habitation,  from  about  ten  miles 
north-weft  of  Hillfborough. 

The  difagreeablenefs  of  my  fituation,  and  the 
anxiety  of  my  mind,  were  not  a  little  ag- 
gravated by  the  uncertainty  whether  or  not  this 
path  or  road,  dull,  difficult,  and  almoft  indeed 
imperceptible  as  it  was,  actually  led  towards 
the  Sawra  towns  ;  as  alfo,  by  the  total  want 
of  food,  or  any  kind  of  refreftiment  during 
the  whole  day,  excepting  a  draught  of  water 
out  of  a  brook  running  through  a  little  glade 
or  favannah,  in  which  I  had  alighted,  and  re- 
mained half  an  hour,  for  my  horfe  to  feed 
on  the  fine  luxuriant  grafs  with  which  it  abound- 
ed, who   was  ftill  le!s  able  to  fubfift  without 

fome 
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fome  kind  of  nourifhment  than  I  was,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fuperior  tkgree  of  fatigue  he  was 
compelled  to  undergo. 

At  the  approach  of  night,  my  uneafinefs  and 
anxiety  increafed  to  a  very  heavy  and  painful 
degree,  for  there  was  no  habitation  within  ma- 
ny miles  diftance  around  me,  in  the  midft  of 
an  immenfe,  univerfal,  gloomy  foreft,  abound- 
ing, and  extremely  infefted  with  wild  beafts, 
whofe  diimal  howls  and  different  horrid  yells 
and  cries  began  to  refound  through  .  the  wocds 
on  every  fide  as  night  approached  ;  and  1  was 
abiolutely  diftitute  not  only  of  a  great-coat, 
cloak,  or  blanket,  to  prcte£t  me  from  the  cold 
of  the  night,  and  the  dews,  but  likewife  even 
of  the  means  of  making  a  fire  to  remain  by, 
which  is  the  only  effectual  method  of  prevent- 
ing the  approach  of  the  ravenous  wild  beafts 
of  the  foreft,  that  might  otherwife  be  fo  dar- 
ing as  to  attack,  and  perhaps  devour  the  de- 
fenceleis  traveller. 

My  apprehenfions  were  not  a  little  magni- 
fied by  a  total  want  of  confidence  in  my  own 
abilities  as  a  wood's-man,  for  in  that  moft  ne- 
ceffary  acquifition,  and  for  travelling  in  this 
country,  indifpenfible  qualifications,  1  was  yet 
a  perfect  novice,  being  pepetually  i u b j e £1  to 
get  bewildered  and  loft  in  going  only  the  dif- 
tance  of  five  miles  through  the  woods  with- 
out  a  path. 

In  my  prefent  fituation,  I  had  advanced  a 
long  day's  ride  into  the  heart  of  this  defart 
and  uninhabited  foreft,  even  uncertain  whether 
the  almoft  imperceptible  path  I  was  in,  led  to 
the  place  I  wifihed   to  gain  :    bi  fides,  in  the 

fuppofitioq 
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fuppofition  that  it  did  lead  to  it,  it  mufl  flil 
be  at  the  diflance  of  another  day's  ride,  which' 
in  every  probability,  was  alfo  deftitute  of  in- 
habitants, and  equally  infefted  with  and  abounding 
in  difficulty  and  dangers. 

I  had  been  fo  negligent  and  thoughtlefs  as 
to  make  little  enquiry  about  this  circum- 
ftance  before  I  left  Hillfborough,  and  in 
what  I  did  make,  could  receive  no  kind  of 
fatisfaction,  for  there  was  not  a  fingle  perfon 
in  or  near  Hillfborough,  who  had  ever  travelled 
that  way. 

Nor  had  I  been  more  provident  in  laying 
in  fome  little  flock  of  provifion  or  refrefhment, 
and  other  conveniences  and  neceffaries  for  fuch 
a  journey ;  never  imagining  that  there  were 
no  inhabitants  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
way. 

In  this  difagreeable,  diftrefling  dilemma,  and 
anxious  uncertainty,  agitated  with  every  pain- 
ful reflection,  I  began  to  think  of  return- 
ing to  Hillfborough. 

This  idea  was  ftrong  on  my  mind,  during 
one  hour's  time,  on  the  approach  of  night  j 
but  flill  I  proceeded  on,  deliberating  on  the 
confequences  of  the  determination  either  way. 

At  length,  recolle&ing,  that  even  if  I  con- 
cluded to  return,  I  fhould  be  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  remaining  all  night  in  thefe  difmal 
woods,  without  a  fire,  or  covering,  and  deftitute 
of  evsry  protection  or  defence  againft  the  ap- 
proaches and  attacks  of  the  furrounding  wild 
beads,  whofe  loud  roaring  and  hideous  yells 
Continually  affailed  mine  ears,  or  elfe  I  mufl 
travel  back  again  all  night  :  in  this  cafe  I 
confide  red,   that  as  1  found  fuch  difficulty  in 

afcertaining 
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ascertaining  and  following  this  dull  path  in  ad- 
vancing forwards  during  this  day,  with  all  the 
advantages  of  light,  it  would  be  abfolutely 
impoflible  to  retrace  it  one  hundred  yards  back 
in  a  dark  night,  the  confequences  of  which 
muft  be,  that  of  being  entirely  bewildered  and 
loft  in  the  woods,  and  in  all  probability,  pe- 
rifhing  in  the  immenfe  unbounded  foreft,  be- 
fore 1  could  arrive  at   a    human  habitation. 

Thefe  confiderations  determined  me  to  perfift 
in  my  journey,   and  to  purfue  the    path  for- 
wards to  fome  fettlement,   which,  in  every  hu- 
man probability,  it  muft  at  length  conduct,  me 
. t0- 

In  this  refolution  I  pufhed  boldly  and  brifk- 
ly  on,  until  I  came  to  a  very  confiderable 
ftream  of  water,  in  the  low  grounds  of  which 
I  was  much  puzzled  to  trace  the  continuance 
of   the  path. 

This  rivulet  is  named  Hycoe  creek  (as  I  have 
been  informed  fince)  and  the  place  where  J 
croffed  was  fo  very  miry,  that  my  horle  had 
almoft  funk  down  in  it  under  me. 

I  was  now  in  great  expectations  of  finding 
fome  fettlement,  the  land  upon  each  fide  of 
this  water-courfe  being  exceedingly  rich  and 
fertile,  but,  much  to  my  mortification,  I  tra- 
velled through  thefe  valuable  low  grounds,  rc- 
afcended  the  high  lands,  and  rode  on  iome 
miles,  without  the  leaft  appearance  of  a  human 
habitation. 

At  length,  to  my  unfpeakable  comfort,  when 
hope  was  almoft  fled,  and  the  gloom  of  even- 
ing had  confiderably  advanced,  I  heard  the 
barking  of  a  dog,   and  the  lowing  of  oxen  ; 

I  immediately 
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I  immediately  ftruck  out  of  the  path,  and  en- 
deavoured, by  the  neareft  way  through  the 
woods,  to  gain  the  place  from  whence  thefe 
agreeable  and  welcome  founds  proceeded. 

But  in  this  attempt  it  was  my  fortune  to 
encounter  farther  dilappointments,  and  infupe- 
rable  obftacles,  for  I  foon  met  with  an  impe- 
netrable thicket  of  young  hiccory  faplings,  grow- 
ing fo  near  to  each  other,  and  their  branches 
fo  perfectly  interwoven,  and  entangled  together, 
that  it  totally  obflructed  my  farther  progrefs, 
and  compelled  me  to  return  to  the  path  I  had 
juft  left  :  even  this  alfo  was  a  tafk  of  diffi- 
culty, for  in  fearching  after  it  I  was  for  fome 
time  entirely  loft  and  bewildered,  before  1  was 
2ble    again  to  difcover  it. 

Having  at  length  found  the  path,  and  purfu- 
ing  it  on  very  eagerly,  I  foon  arrived  at  the 
low  grounds  of  another  confiderable  rivulet, 
which  ran  in  fuch  a  ferpentine  direction,  and 
with  fo  many  winding  meanders,  that  the  path 
croffed  it  five  times  within  the  diftance  of 
half  a  mile. 

It  was  now  become  fo  dark,  and  efpecially 
in  thefe  low  giounds,  covered  and  overfha- 
dowed  with  the  intermixing  branches  of  the 
lofty  thick  woods,  of  which  almoft  every  tree 
was  overgrown  with  prodigious  vines,  whofe 
numerous  branches  and  extenfive  foliage  added 
to  the  gloom  and  darknefs  below,  that  I  could 
no  longer  perceive  the  path,  and  confequently 
found  it  impoffible  to  proceed  much  farther. 

I  was  now  in  a  fituation  and  predicament 
the  moft  difagreeable  and  diftreffing  that  can  be 
conceived  ;   the  ground   beneath  me  wet  miry 

and 
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and  finking  under  my  horfe,  his  legs  entangled 
in  the  vines,  bambooes,  briars,  bi  uih  and  un- 
der-wood, which  prevented  him  from  proceed- 
ing in  any  direction  ;  the  path  entirely  loft, 
not  knowing  even  on  which  fide  I  had  devia- 
ted from  it ;  infects,  reptiles,  and  ferpents  of  % 
the  moll:  poifonous,  deadly,  and  fatal  nature, 
fwarming  in  the  woods,  and  on  the  ground, 
and  the  wild  beafts  howling  hideoufly  around 
me  ;  the  night  exceffively  dark,  overcaft  and 
threatening  rain  ;  no  poffibility  of  {hiking  a 
light,  or  making  a  fire,  and  totally  unprotect- 
ed and  defencelefs  sgainft  the  attacks  of  all  thofe 
furrounding,  formidable  foes. 
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CHAP.  XXXIII. 


Mr.  Hart.  A  moft  hofpitabk,  benevolent  Per/on. 
An  accomplijhed  Gentleman.  Agreeable  Surprife. 
Fortunate  Efcape.  Mr.  Bay  ley.  Strange  Manner 
of  Lodging.  A  hvely  Girl.  Sawra  Towns. 
Sawra  Nation.    Upper  Sawra  Towns. 

MY  fituation,  as  reprefented  in  the  conclufion 
of  the  latl  chapter,  was  not  rendered  lefs 
mortifying  by  the  certainty  of  a  houfe  and  inha- 
bitant being  near,  which  was  put  beyond  a 
doubt  by  the  lowing  of  the  oxen  and  the  barking 
of  the  dogs,  that  I  had  heard,  although  I  had 
found  it  impracticable  to  reach  the  place  from 
whence  thole  defirable  founds  feemed  to  pro-., 
ceed. 

At  length  I  bethought  myfelf  of  calling  out  as  loud 
as  I  was  able.  This  expedient  fucceeded  to  my 
wifh,  for,  after  I  had  hallooed  feveral  times  as 
loudly  as  I  could  vociferate,  to  my  great  furpriz.e 
and  inexprefiible  fatisfa&ion  and  pleafure,  I  waS 
anfwered  by  a  human  voice,  which  feemed  to 
come  from  fome  perlon  on  an  eminence,  juffc 
above  the  fpot  whereon  I  was  fixed. 

However,  being  unable  to  approach  the  place 
where  he  was,  I  continued  to  call  aloud,  and  was 
regularly  anfwered  by  the  fame  voice,  until  in  a 

Ihort 
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fhort  time  a  Negro  arrived  at  the  difmal  thicket 
wherein  I  was  faff  entangled. 

It  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  and  a  confi- 
derable  time  before  he  was  able  to  extricate  me 
from  this  perplexing  and  perilous  fituation,  hut  at 
length  he  effected  it,  and  brought  me  once  more 
to  the  comfortable  and  much-wanted  afliftance  of 
fociety. 

The  poor  Negro  himfelf,  although  accuftomed 
to  the  woods,  appeared  aftonifhed  at  the  dangerous 
and  dreadful  fituation  in  which  he  found  me, 
and  feemed  almoft  equally  rejoiced  with  myfelf 
at  my  fortunate  deliverance. 

The  houfe  and  plantation  to  which  the  Negro 
flave  conducted  me,  belonged  to  a  Mr.  Hart 
his  mafter,  who  received  and  entertained  me 
with  the  greateft  holpitality  and  kindnefs  ;  but 
what  added  to  my  aftonifhment  and  agreeable 
furprize  was,  to  find  the  proprietor,  not  only  a 
polifhed  member  of  fociety,  but  almoft  an  ac- 
complifhed  and  complete  gentleman. 

To  meet  with  fuch  a  perfon  in  the  wild  back 
woods  of  America,  in  a  fituation  the  moft  re- 
clufe,  folitary  and  unfrequented,  and  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  from  the  inhabitants,  who  are  thenrr- 
felves  little  better,  perhaps  much  worfe,  than 
favages,  efpecially  at  a  time  when  I  flood  fo 
much  in  need  of  afliftance,  was  altogether  unex- 
pected, and  afforded  me  a  gratification  and  plea- 
sure, thus  enhanced  by  thefe  attending  circum- 
ftances,  not  to  be  defcribed  in  language. 

The  refrefhments,  comforts,  and  confolation 
he  beftowed  upon  me  with,  a  liberal  hand, 
appeared  to  afford  even  a  fuperior  degree  of 
fatisfaftion  and  felicity   to  him,  than  to  me ; 

and 
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and  he  prclTed  me  to  remain  there  the  day  fof- 
lowingi  which  was  wet  and  rainy,  to  reft  and 
refrefh  both  myfelr  and  my  horfe,  and  to  reco- 
ver from  the  fevere  fatigue  and  hardfhips  we 
had  undergone. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  day,  we  took  an 
opportunity  of  vifiting  and  more  narrowly  exa- 
mining the  fpot  wherein  I  had  been  ftopt,  and 
from  whence  the  Negro  had  extricated  me.  The 
flave  conducted  us  to  it. 

It  was  indeed  the  moft  difagreeable  and  dange- 
rous place  imaginable  :  a  deep  miry  fwamp 
overgrown  with  briars,  bambooes,  and  poifonous 
vines,  among  which  my  horfe  and  I  had  been  fo 
perplexed  and  entangled. 

Fortunate  it  was  for  us  both  that  we  met 
with  thofe  impediments,  for  had  we  proceeded 
only  ten  yards  farther,  both  my  horfe  and  myfelf 
muft  have  inevitably  periftied  in  a  quagmire, 
or  deep  morafs,  from  which  no  poflible  affiftance 
could  have  refcued  orprelerved  us. 

We  returned  to  the  houfe,  admiring  with 
gratitude  at  this  hair-breadth  providential  deli- 
verance, and  early  on  the  morning  following  I 
took  my  laft  farew  ell  of  the  humane  benevolent 
Mr.  Hart,  and  proceeded  on  my  journey,  very 
little  better  provided  againft  contingencies  than 
before,  but  perfectly  refrefhed  and  recovered 
from  my  fatigue,  with  my  horfe  alfo  in  high 
fpirits. 

The  laft  mentioned  rivulet,  the  low  grounds 
of  which  had  been  the  fcene  of  my  principal 
difficulties  and  perils,  and  on  the  high  land  ad- 
joining it  the  worthy  and  benevolent  Mr.  Hart's 

plantation 
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plantation  was  fituated,  is  named  Country  Line 
creek. 

There  is  a  fmall  fettlement  on  the  choice  land 
on  the  banks  of  thefe  two  rivulets,  the  Hycoe 
and  the  Country  Line,  which  are  confide- 
rable  ftreams  of  water,  that  run  into  the  Dan 
River  at  the  diftance  of  fifty  miles  from  this 
place. 

Having  made  a  very  early  breakfaff.  before  I 
departed,  and  having  been  fhown  the  continuance 
of  the  former  dull,  difficult,  blind  path,  whofe 
direction  to  the  Sawra  Towns  was  now  afcertained 
to  my  fufficient  fatisfaction,  I  travelled  during 
all  this  long  day  likewife,  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon, without  once  difcovering  the  leaft  veftige 
of  a  human  fettlement,  or  habitation. 

But  about  that  time,  as  I  advanced  on  the 
fummit  of  a  confiderable  hill,  I  could  plainly 
perceive  mountains,  vaft  valleys,  and  deep 
chafms,  precipices,  and  ravines  on  my  right  : 
for  I  obferved,  that  the  face  of  the  country 
had  been  becoming  more  and  more  uneven, 
broken,  and  rugged,  and  the  eminences  had 
been  gradually  fuelling  into  higher  hills,  as 
I  proceeded  on,  for  the  laft  ten  or  twelve 
miles. 

1  now  perceived  a  path  on  my  right,  which 
appeared  plainer  than  that  I  had  travelled  in  fo 
long  :  this  raifed  my  doubts,  but  at  length  deter- 
mined me  to  continue  to  purfue  that  which  was 
the  dulleft. 

Fortunately  for  me,  my  decifion  was  right  in 
this  inftance,  for  in  the  evening  I  arrived  at  the 
Sawra  Towns,  after  encountering  fome  further 
difficulties  in  afcertaining  the  right  way  among  the 

variety 
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variety  of  different  tracks  I  met  with  immediately 
on  entering  the  vicinity  of  the  fettlement. 

At  the  Sawra  Towns,  I  lodged  at  the  houfe 
of  a  Mr.  Bailey,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Dan, 
a  common  plain  hack  wood's  planter,  with  a  large 
family  of  Bel  Savages,  a  hofpitable,  but  uncul- 
tivated mind,  and  rude  manners. 

Mr.  Bailey  had  only  one  room,  and  one  bed 
in  his  houfe,  on  which  he  and  his  wife  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fleep  :  this  they  very  kindly  offered 
to  accommodate  me  with,  but  as  they  were  ad- 
vanced in  years,  and  I  was  young  and  healthy, 
although  fuperior  in  rank  and  appearance  to  them, 
I  could  not  think  of  accepting  their  very  generous 
offer,  but  took  my  chance  on  a  pallet  fpread  on 
the  floor  from  one  fide  of  the  room  to  the  other, 
on  which  every  perfon  of  the  family,  excepting 
the  mailer  and  miftrefs,  lay  promifcuoufly,  men 
and  women,  boys  and  girls. 

The  weather  being  uncommonly  warm,  I 
found  the  pallet  by  far  the  mod  agreeable  place 
of  repofe,  and  I  arofe  early  in  the  morning  with 
the  reft  of  the  family,  which  confirted,  befides 
fome  flaves  and  his  fmall  children  the  little  boys 
and  girls,  of  feveral  fons  grown  up  to  maturity, 
and  three  young  women  his  daughters,  the  young- 
eft  of  whom  was  juft  fifteen  years  old,  a  moft 
lovely  charming  brunette,  named  Betfy,  of  a 
fhape  and  features  perfectly  exquifite  and  ex- 
preftive,  and  endued  with  a  mind  and  manners, 
mild,  gentle,  and  delicate,  yet  quite  in  a  ftate 
of  nature,  unincumbered  with  polifhed  refine- 
ments or  falhionable  ceremony,  and  unimproved 
by  education,  acquired  knowledge,  and  modern 
accomplifhments. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Bailey  and  all  his  family  joined  in  entreat- 
ing me  to  ftay  with  them  fome  days  ;  and,  as  I 
really  ftood  in  great  need  of  reft  and  refrefhment, 
it  was  with  infinite  fatisfa£tion  that  I  complied 
with  their  very  friendly  hofpitable  requeft.  • 

During  ten  days  that  I  remained  at  the 
Sawra  Towns,  I  found  the  lovely  Betfy  my  kind 
friend  and  conftant  companion.  She  endeavoured 
to  pleafe,  and  (he  gave  delight  Although  truly, 
and  in  the  moft  liberal  fenie,  the  child  of  nature, 
without  an  alloy  either  of  art  or  difllmulation,  I 
actually  difcovered  in  her  mind  a  degree  of  gene- 
rofity,  fentiment,  and  the  moft  delicate  fenfi- 
bility,  that  very  few  of  the  more  polifhed  and 
accomplished  ladies  can  boaft  of. 

She  ablolutely  gained  on  my  affections  every 
moment,  and  it  required  the  utmoft  exertions 
of  refolution  to  tear  myfelf  at  laft  from  her  de- 
lightful company.  But  the  image  of  the  lovely 
Betfy  Bailey  can  never  be  erafed  from  my  mind, 
and  it  is  with  pleafure  i  cherifh  her  remem- 
brance. 

The  Sawras,  although  once  a  eonfiderable 
nation  of  Indians,  have  been  long  extinct  :  there 
is  not  even  a  fingle  family  or  trace  of  them  re- 
maining, excepting  thefe  veftiges  of  their  towns, 
which  ftill  continue  to  fupport  their  name,  this 
being  fortunately  preferved  as  the  appellation  of 
thefe  two  fettlements. 

The  upper  Sawra  Towns  are  trifling  and  infig- 
nificant,  compared  with  the  lower  Sawra  Towns, 
which  is  an  extremely  valuable  fettlement  :  and 
although  I  found  more  fatigue,  and  greater  hard- 
fhips,  difficulties  and  dangers  in  my  journey 
hither,  than  in  all  my  former  travels  through 

America, 
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America,  this  place  is  not  more  than  fixty-five 
miles  from  Hillfborough,  and  ninety-five  from 
Salifbury,  in  the  fame  county  with  the  latter, 
viz.  that  of  Roan,  it  is  fituated  ;  being  within 
only  a  very  few  miles  of  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  province  of  North-Carolina. 


C  II  A  P. 
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Dan  River.  Strange  and  fingular  Phenomenon. 
Great  Extent.  Lower  Sawra  Towns.  A  vafl 
and  profitable  Purchafe.  Horn,  or  Hoop  Snake. 
Mo/1  poifonons.  Alarming  Accounts  of  the 
Indians » 

THE  river  Dan,  at  the  lower  Sawra  towns, 
is  near  fix  hundred  yards  wide,  rocky, 
rapid,  bold,  and  containing  a  vaft  body  of 
water  j  it  arifes  in  the  Alegany  mountains,  near 
to  the  fource  of  the  river  Ararat,  a  branch  of 
the  Yadkin,  and  at  no  great  diftance  from  the 
New  River,  which  is  the  upper  part,  or  mod 
fouthward  branch  of  the  Great  Kanhaway  that 
falls  into  the  Ohio. 

The  Dan  is  the  largeft  of  three  great  rivers, 
namely,  the  Dan,  the  Bannifter,  and  the  Stanton, 
which  at  their  confluence  compofe  the  Roanoak, 
and  in  all  appearance  this  river  alone,  at  the 
Sawra  towns,  contains  a  greater  quantity  of  wa- 
ter than  the  Roanoak  itfelf  at  Halifax,  which  is 
above  two  hundred  miles  below,  and  then  it  has 
received  near  an  hundred  large  rivulets,  befides 
the  other  two  great  rivers,  the  Bannifter  and  the 
Stanton,  in  its  courfe  between  thefe  two  places ; 
yet  the  Dan,  at  the  Sawra  towns,  is  nearly  twice 
a"s  wide  as  the  Roanoak  is  at  Halifax. 

This 
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This  is  a  phenomenon  difficult  to  be  accounted 
for,  and  only  reconciled  to  my  ideas,  or  under- 
ftanding,  bv  the  fuppofition  of  the  vaft  quantity 
of  uater  ev.iporated  by  the  intenfely  hot  beams  of 
thp  fun,  and  b'j  the  air,  during  its  courfe,  and  by 
ftill  a  more  enormous  proportion  being  conftantly 
ab  o'bid  in  the  landy  foil  through  which  it  paffe6 
dui:ng  the  litter  part  of  its  progrefs. 

1  myft  ccnfes  that  this  folution  is  by  no  means 
a  fufFcier;  eel  ic.ffcrntnt,  therefore  I  fhall  not 
haz.  rd  any  fauher  exp '^nation,  or  conjecture, 
but  leave  it  to  th-  exercifc  of  more  ingenious 
minds,  content. ng  myfelf  with  the  bare  relation 
of  the  mer*  matter  of  fad. 

The  length  of  this  r.vf.r  from  the  rource  of  the 
Dsn,  in  the  Aleganv  mountains,  to  Roanoak  inlet 
on  the  ctafttf  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  is  very  ex- 
tenfive,  being  more  than  fix  hundred  miles  along 
with  the  meanders,  and  not  lefs  than  five  hundred 
miles  in   a  direct  line. 

The  whole  fettlement  of  the  lower  Sawra 
Towns,  being  a  vaft  bedy  of  excellent  and  moft 
valuable  land,  containing  thirty-three  th  vfand 
acres,  of  which  more  than  nine  thoufand  are  ex- 
ceedingly rich  low  grounds,  is  the  property  of 
Mr.  Farley,  of  the  ifland  of  Antisua  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  formerly  belonged  to  the  late  Col. 
William  Byrd,  of  Weftover,  on  James  River,  in 
Virginia. 

About  the  year  feventeen  hundred  and  fixtv- 
one,  Mr.  Byrd  fold  the  whole  of  this  large,  va* 
luable,  and  extenfive  tra&  of  land  to  a  Mr. 
Maxwell,  for  only  five  hundred  pounds,  who 
concluded  the  purchafe  without  feeing  it. 

In 
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In  the  fpring  of  the  enfuing  year,  he  went  out 
to  view  his  new  eftate. 

It  happened,  jaft  at  that  time,  that  a  prodi- 
gious flood  in  the  Dan  had  overfpread  the  whole 
of  the  low  lands  on  the  river,  of  which  near 
ten  thoufand  acres  were  covered  by  the  inunda- 
tion. 

This  extraordinary  circumfiance,  and  very 
awful  appearance,  aftonifhed  and  intimidated 
Mr.  Maxwell,  who,  on  his  return  to  Weftover, 
expreiTing  diffatisfaOion  with  his  purchafe, 
Mr.  Byrd,  with  a  generofity  for  which  he  was 
diftinguifhed,  returned  him  the  five  hundred 
pounds,  and  received  again  the  property  of 
his  lands. 

That  fame  year,  in  the  fall,  or  autumn, 
Mr.  Farley  of  Antigua,  being  on  a  vifit  at 
Weftover,  in  Virginia,  and  having  underftord 
that  Col.  Byrd  had  a  large  traCr.  of  excellent 
land  in  the  back  country  to  difpofe  of,  after  be- 
ing informed  of  the  number  of  acres,  immedi- 
ately offered  one  thoufand  pounds  for  the  ^pur- 
chafe, without  ever  having  feen  it  alio  ;  which 
offer  was    as   readily  accepted. 

Mr.  Farley,  having  returned  to  Antigua, 
fuffered  it  to  remain  in  this  uncultivated,  un- 
improved {late,  and  never  went  near  it,  until 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fiiuy- 
nine,  when  he  fent  his  fon,  James  Parke 
Farley,  Kfq.  into  Virginia,  who  ventured  out 
that  diflancc  into  the  back  country  to  view  tl.c 
crtate,  and  after  fome  difficulty  in  removing  ac- 
cidental fet tiers,  who  had  taken  poffcfiion  0,1  huh 
parts  thereof  as  they  btft  approved  without  any 
kgal  right  or  authority,   divided  it  into  numerous 

Vol.  I.  I  plantations 
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plantations  and  farms,  which  he  rented  out, 
keeping  in  his  own  hands,  a  mofl  valuable  ex- 
cellent tract,  the  choice  of  the  whole  ;  on  this 
plantation  he  fettled  a  great  number  of  flaves, 
and  a  vaft  ftock,  all  of  which  alfo  increafed  pro- 
digiouflv. 

In  fhort  the  value  of  this  efrate  has  augmented 
fo  exceedingly,  that  in  the  year  feventeen  hun- 
dred and  fevenly-two,  Mr.  Farley  refufed  twenty- 
eight  thoufand  pounds  for  the  purchafe  of  it.  A 
mortifying  circumftance  and  reflection  this  to 
Mr.  Byrd,  the  firft  proprietor,  who  had  tranfaft- 
ed  the  bufinelsj  and  was  then  in  exiftence  and 
neccflity  ;  but  fomewhat  alleviated  by  the 
younger  Mr.  Farley,  in  whofe  poffefTion  it 
•was,  having  inter-married  with  his  eldeft  daugh- 
ter, fo  that  by  this  means  the  eftate  was  not 
entirely  out  of  the  family. 

During  the  ten  days  of  my  refidence  at  this 
place,  we  had  frequent  alarming  accounts  of 
the  attacks,  depredations,  and  fhocking  barbari- 
ties committed  by  the  Indians  on  the  White  in- 
habitants, fome  diflance  beyond  the  Dan,  about 
the  head  of  Smith's  River  which  falls  into  the 
Dan  on  the  north  fide,  almoft  oppofke  to  the 
lower  Sawra  Towns. 

This  induced  Mr.  Bailey  and  his  family,  par- 
ticularly the  lovely,  amiable  Betfy,  to  be  very 
flrenuous  and  preffing  in  perfuading  me  to  defer 
the  profecution  of  my  intended  journey,  and  to 
proceed  no  farther,  on  account  of  the  hardfhips, 
difficulties,  and  imminent  dangers  I  muft  inevi- 
tably encounter,  at  this  inaufpicious  period,  in 
the  purfuit  of  this  propofed  expedition  to  Hender- 
fon's  new  lettlement  on  Kentucky,   which  was 

ftill 
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ftill  a  prodigious  diftance  from  me,  no  lefs  than 
five  hundred  miles,  and  through  the  Indian 
country  the  greater  part  of  the  way. 

They  all  very  urgently  and  kindly  requefted  me 
to  remain  along  with  them  during  the  enfuing 
fummer  ;  and  had  I  at  that  time  attended  and 
given  way  to  the  bias  of  my  inclinations,  and  the 
feelings  of  my  heart,  I  mould  certainly  have 
embraced  their  hofpitable  propofal  with  infinite 
pleafure. 

But  when  I  maturely  confidered  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  yielding  to  the  pleafing  allurements 
of  the  fenfes,  and  the  uncontrouled  fway  of  the 
paflions,  at  my  early  period  of  life,  I  fummoned 
up  all  my  fortitude  and  refolution  to  fupport  and 
afliff.  me  in  the  conflict,  determined  to  perfift  in 
my  original  undertaking,  however  perilous,  and 
tear  myfelf  from  this  enchanting,  but  dangerous 
ftate  of  felicity. 

I  therefore  finally  concluded  to  proceed,  not- 
withftanding  the  hazard  and  jeopardy  attending 
my  farther  progrefs,  arifing  from  the  alarming 
commotions  of  the  Indians,  which  were  now 
indeed  fufficiently  afcertained  and  authenticat- 
ed. 

When  I  related  to  Mr.  Bailey  the  difficulty  and 
l.arc'fhips  I  had  alreadv  encountered  in  my  jour^ 
ney  out  to  the  Sawra  Towns,  he  informed  mc, 
that  the  road  or  path,  along  which  I  had  travel- 
led, was  firft  made  and  blazed  about  n;ne  years 
before  ;  but  that  it  had  been  fo  very  liule  fre- 
quented, and  the  bufhes  and  undeiwcod  had 
grown  up  again  fo  perfectly,  that  when  he  had 
occaficn  to  go  to  Ilillfborough,  about  two  years 
ago,  he  cculd  fcarcdy  perceive  it  at  all  ;  but 
1  2  having 
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having  a  tomahawk  with  him,  he  blazed  the 
trees  on  each  fide,  as  he  went  along,  by  which 
means  he  was  enabled  the  more  readily  to  find 
his  way  in  returning  ;  and  that  it  was  the  re- 
maining appearance  of  his  blazing  on  the  trees, 
by  which  I  had  been  able  to  trace  the  path,  elfe  it 
muft  have  been  totally  impracticable  for  me  to 
have  found  or  followed  it  at  all ;  for  he  believed  no 
perfon  whatever,  excepting  himfelf  and  me,  had 
travelled  it  for  feveral  years  part,  and  very  few 
indeed  had  ever  ufed  it,  fince  its  firft  exift- 
cnce. 

The  reafon  of  its  being  fo  much  unfrequented 
was,  becaufe  what  little  intercourfe  and  trade  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Sawra  fettlements  carried  on 
•with  the  lea-ports,  and  more  cultivated  part  of 
the  country)  was  cither  by  roads  down  along  the 
#ide  of  the  Dan  and  the  Roanoak  to  Halifax,  and 
Edenton,  in  North  Carolina,  or  acrofs  the  coun- 
try to  Peterfburg,  and  Richmond,  &c.  on  James 
River,  in  Virginia.  * 

While  I  was  at  the  Sawra  Towns,  one  day  a 
little  Jad  of  Mr.  Bayley's  came  to  acquaint  ua 
that  he  had  killed  a  horn  fnake,  which  being  a 
curiofity  that  I  was  extremely  defirous  of  ob- 
ferving  and  examining  with  particular  attention, 
I  accompanied  him  to  the  place  where  he  faid  he 
had  left  it ;  but  when  we  arrived  there,  to  my 
great  disappointment  it  was  not  to  be  found. 

He  afTured  me  that  it  muft  not  have  been  quite 
dead,  and  had  recovered  fo  much  as  to  be  able  to 
crawl  from  the  fpot  on  which  he  had  left  it, 
and  had  fecreted  itfelf  fbmewhere  among  the 
leaves. 

However, 
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However,  every  one,  and  all  the  inhabitants* 
with  the  greateft  confidence  aflerted  and  avowed 
their  having  feen  fuch  fnakes,  though  very 
feldom. 

They  reprefented  them  to  me,  as  the  mod 
formidable  and  direful  foes  in  exiftence  to  the 
human  race,  and  to  all  animation  ;  poifonous  and 
fatal  to  a  degree  almoft  beyond  credibility. 

He  is  defcribed  as  fomething  refembling  a  black 
fnake,  but  thicker,  fhorter,  and  of  a  colour  more 
inclining  to  a  dark  brown.  He  never  bites  his 
adverfary,  but  has  a  weapon  in  his  tail,  called  his 
fting,  of  a  hard,  horny  fubftance,  in  fliape  and 
appearance  very  much  like  to  a  cock's  fpur  :  with 
this  he  ftrikes  his  antagonist,  or  whatever  object 
he  aims  at,  when  he  Teaft  expedts  ir,  and  if  it 
penetrates  the  (kin,  it  is  inevitable  and  fuddea 
death. 

So  very  virulent  is  his  poifon,  that  it  is  reported, 
if  he  mould  mils  tbe  object  he  pointed  at,  and 
fliould  ftrike  his  horn  through  the  bark  of  a 
young  fapling  tree,  if  it  penetrates  into  the  fap 
or  vital  juice,  the  bark  or  rind  will,  within  a 
few  hours,  fwell,  burft,  and  peel  off,  and  the 
tree  itfelf  will  perifh. 

As  other  ferpents  crawl  upon  their  bellies,  fo- 
can  this  ;  but  he  has  another  method  of  moving 
peculiar  to  his  own  fpecies,  which  he  always 
adopts  when  he  is  in  eager  purfuit  of  his  prey  ; 
he  throws  himfelf  into  a  circle,  running  rapidly 
round,  advancing  like  a  hoop,  with  his  tail 
arifing  and  pointing  forward  in  the  circle,  by 
which  he  is  always  in  the  ready  pofition  of 
ftriking. 

I  3  It 
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It  is  obfervcd,  they  only  make  ufe  of  this  me- 
thod in  attacking  ;  for  when  they  fly  from  the 
enemy,  they  go  upon  their  bellies,  like  other 
fcrpents. 

From  the  above  circumftance,  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  they  have  alfo  derived  the  appellation 
of  hoop  fnakes. 

Being  firmly  refolved  to  proceed  on  my  ex- 
pedition to  Kentucky,  I  endeavoured  to  hire  a 
guide  from  this  place,  but  every  one,  that  I  applied 
to  declined  it,  both  becaufe  they  were  as  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  way  as  myfelf,  and  on  account 
of  the  difturbances,  and  violent  outrages  lately 
committed  by  the  Indians,  at  which  every  per- 
fon  without  exception  was  terrified  in  the  higheft 
degree. 

They  alfo  endeavoured  to  communicate  their 
oanic,  fears,  and  apprehenfions  to  me  ;  but  my 
Ignorance  of  the  adtual  danger  enabled  me  to  re- 
fift,  with  effect,  every  attack  of  that  nature, 
and  determined  me,  although  I  could  not  ob- 
tain either  a  fervant,  guide,  or  companion,  to 
perfifl:  in  the  enterprize,  however  hazardous  ; 
and  I  even  concluded  to  fet  out  alone. 


C  H  A  F. 
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Ford  the  Dan.  Fall  in.  Part  with  my  lovely 
Guide.  Get  lojl.  Perplexing  Situation.  Come 
upon  a  Number  of  Indians.  Their  Behaviour. 
Their  Hofpitality  and  Kindnefs. 

ON  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  I  took  my  leave 
of  Mr.  Bailey  and  his  family,  every  one 
of  whom  feemed  to  be  really  more  concerned  for 
my  future  fafety  than  I  could  poflibly  have 
conceived,  being  all  in  tears,  and  appearing 
almofl  certain  that  1  mould  be  deftroyed  by  the 
favages  ;  having  ufed  their  moll  earnefl;  per- 
fuafions  and  utmofl  endeavours  to  change  my 
refolution  of  proceeding  on  this  journey. 

The  kind-hearted  and  truly  amiable  Betfy  in- 
fixed op  piloting  me  over  the  Dan  herlelf,  ra- 
ther than  any  of  her  brothers,  although  the 
ford  at  this  place  was  extremely  rapid,  rocky, 
and  dangerous,  particularly  to  thofe  unacquainted 
therewith  and  with  the  intricate  manner  of  patt- 
ing it,  the  river  being  alfo  very  wide. 

This  I  experienced  to  my  cod,  for  being  ra- 
ther inattentive  in  following  quite  clofe  to  my 
beautiful  young  Amazonian  conductor,  who  was  •  - 
on  horfeback,  riding  boldly  like  a  man,  my 
horfe  fuddenly  plunged  with  me  into  a  deep 
place  over  both  our  heads,  and  we  were  carried 

I  4  down 
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down  the  current,  a  confiderable  diflance,  with 
great  velocity. 

Indeed  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  I 
reached  the  oppofite  fhore  at  all,  after  the 
greateft  hazard  imaginable  of  being  loft,  not- 
withflanding  both  my  horfe  and  myfelf  were  ex- 
cellent fwimmers. 

The  concern  of  my  lovely  guide  during  this 
dangerous  Ccene  was  inexpreflible,  and  only 
equalled  by  her  joy  on  my  fafe  arrival  on 
fhore  ;  the  banks  of  which  being  fo  foft,  fteep, 
and  interwoven  with  roots  of  trees,  which  entan- 
gled my  horfe's  legs  fo  much,  that  I  could  fcarcely 
get  him  up  at  all  :  however,  at  length  I  accom- 
plifhed  it  after  feveral  violent  ftruggles. 

There  being  no  inhabitants  on  this  fide  of  the 
river,  they  having  all  abandoned  their  planta- 
tions, and  fled  into  a  ftockaded  fort,  about  thirty 
miles  diflance  from  thence,  where  they  had 
taken  refuge,  upon  fome  of  them  being  found 
killed  by  the  Indians,  I  was  obliged  to  ftrike  a 
light,  and  kindle  a  fire  in  the  woods  to  dry  my 
cloaths  ;  in  this  my  kind  companion  was  as  ufual 
very  ferviceable  to  me,  and  in  a  little  more 
than  an  hour  we  fet  out  again  on  the  journey, 
file  infifling  to  accompany  me  fome  miles  farther, 
in  order  to  conduct  me  the  right  way  which  fhe 
reprefented  as  particularly  intricate  and  difficult  to 
find  during  that  diflance. 

When  we  had  rode  about  feven  miles  toge- 
ther, perceiving  my  lovely  guide  make  no  offer 
of  returning,  I  infifted  on  our  parting,  on  ac- 
count of  the  extreme  danger  every  perfon  ap- 
peared to  apprehend  from  the  Indians  by  their 
having  all  left  their  habitations,  which  we  found 

deferted 
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deferted  and  empty  for  the  whole  way  on  that 
Tide  of  the  Dan. 

Having  at  length,  by  an  effort  of  all  my  re- 
folution,  overcome  the  ftruggle  of  parting  with 
this  lovely,  kind,  and  affectionate  friend,  I  was- 
feized  with  a  kind  of  languor,  or  carelellhefs  of 
my  fate,  my  mind  and  fpirits  being  enervated  and 
fattened  down  with  an  Inexpreffvbly  painful  fen- 
fibility,  which  rendered  me  regardlefs  of  what- 
ever might  befal  me,  and  indeed  quite  inatten- 
tive to  my  way,  fo  that  in  a  very  few  hours,  by 
purfuing  the  wrong  path,  I  found  myfeif  in  the 
woods  without  any  traft  whatever  to  direct  my 
courfe,  that  in  which  I  had  been  having  termi- 
nated, being  only  made  by  the  hogs,  which  run 
wild  almoft  all  over  America,  and  efpecially  in 
the  weilem  frontiers. 

It  was  this  difagreeable  fituation  that  fir  ft 
roufed  me  from  this  lethargic,  but  painful  reve- 
rie in  which  I  had  been  abforbed,  and  I  then  ea- 
gerly pufhed  on  in  hopes,  yet  very  doubtful,  of 
finding  fome  path  to  direct  me,  and  indeed  to- 
enable  me  to  travel  at  all,  for  it  is  with  great 
difficulty  a  perfon  on  horfeback  can  pais  on 
through  the  woods  at  all  where  there  is  no  path,, 
©n  account  of  the  rowghnefs  of  the  ground,  the 
thickets  of  underwood,  the  branches  of  trees 
hanging. low  and  intermingling  with  each  other, 
and  the  numerous  water  com  its  which  are  fre- 
quently altogether  impaffabie  for  many  miles. 

It  is  impoflibie  for  me  to  aicertain  how  far  I 
had  travelled  in  this  mod:  dilagreeable  of  all 
imaginable  fituations,  when  all  on  a  fudden, 
on  the  fide  of  a  gentle  afcent,  I  perceived  a 
number  cf  men  fitting  on  the  ground,  and  fucli 
1 5  they 
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they  were  as  I  had  never  feen  before,  painted 
black  and  red,  and  all  armed  with  fire-locks  and 
tomahawks. 

I  was  within  the  diftance  of  fifty  yards  of 
them  before  I  perceived  them,  and  was  abfo- 
lutely  rejoiced  to  fall  in  with  them,  my  firft  idea 
being  that  they  were  hunters,  white  men,  who 
frequently  continue  in  the  woods  hunting,  for 
feveral  months  together,  without  going  near 
the  inhabitants,  or  entering  a  houfe. 

In  this  idea  I  immediately  went  up  towards 
them  with  joy  in  my  countenance,  for  in  my 
bewildered  condition  it  was  really  a  pleafure  to 
me  to  fee  any  of  my  fellow-creatures  once  more, 
and  I  did  not  know  nor  conceive  danger,  even 
from  Indians 

But  the  inftant  they  perceived  me,  one  of 
them  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground,  and  another 
jumped  on  his  feet,  put  his  hands  to  his  mouth, 
and  fent  forth  a  mod  dreadful  yell  that  made 
the  whole  woods  refound  ;  and  feeing  me  com- 
ing boldly  up  towards  them,  he  advanced  a  few 
fteps  to  meet  me,  fpoke  fome  words  I  did  not 
underftand,  and  after  paufing  awhile,  held  forth 
his  hand  towards  me  :  I  fhook  him  heartily  by 
the  hand,  and  faid  /  was  very  glad  to  meet  with 
them,  for  I  was  loft  ;  and  intreated  they  would  be 
fo  kind  as  dire£l  me  the  way  to  Beaver  Creek  and 
Smith's  River. 

He  anfwered  again  in  a  language  that  was  to 
me  altogether  unintelligible,  and  I  then  found 
they  were  Indians  ;  which  difcovery,  however, 
did  not  at  all  alarm  er  intimidate  me,  becaufe 
of  my  ignorance  of  the  danger  I  was  in. 

Obferving 
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Obferving  one  of  them  point  to  a  broad  gold 
lace  and  ftone  buckle  which  was  round  the  crown 
of  my  hat  and  glittered  in  the  fun,  I  alighted 
from  piy  horfe,  took  it  off,  and  buckled  it 
round  the  head  hjm  who  had  fhaken  hands 
with  me  and  appeared  to  be  the  chief  perfon 
among  them.  He  feemed  much  pleafed  with 
the  prefent,  and  made  figns  for  me  to  fit  down 
and  eat  with  them  :  this  I  readily  complied  with, 
and  partook  of  a  repaft,  which  confifted  of  ve- 
nifon,  kernels  of  hickory  nuts,  and  wall-nuts,  ail 
mixed  together  with  wild  honey,  and  every  one 
eat  with  his  hands,  dipping  one  of  them  into 
the  victuals. 

To  be  fure  there  was  neither  delicacy  nor 
cleanlinefs  in  their  manner  of  eating  together, 
but  the  food  was  delicious,  and  exquifitely  plea- 
fant  to  the  tafte  ;  and  for  my  own  part,  having 
a  keen  appetite,  I  eat  very  heartily,  which 
ieenud  to  afford  a  particular  fatisfaclion  to  my 
holpitable  favage  friends,  for  fuch  indeed  they 
were  to  me. 


C  ii  A  P. 
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CHAP,  xxxvr. 


Dire  fled  the  Way  hy  the  Indians.  Leather  wood  Creek 
Plantations  abandoned.  Beaver  Creek.  Arrive  at 
the  Fort.    Refufed  Admittance. 

MY  horfe,  who  had  quite  as  moch  need  of 
refrefhment  as  me,  was  alfo  regaling  himfelf 
on  the  herbage,  for  I  had  turned  him  loofe 
when  I  fat  down  to  this  Indian  primitive  feafr. 

The  Indians  and  I  made  a  fhift  to  keep  up 
a  kind  of  converfation  by  figns  and  geftures, 
for  I  did  not  under ftand  a  fingle  word  of  their 
language,  and  I  did  not  then  imagine  that  they 
underftood  me  ;  but  fince  that  time  I  have  had 
many  reafons  to  believe  that  Englifh  was  not 
altogether  unintelligible  to  fome  of  them,  al- 
though they  either  could  not,  or  would  not 
attempt  to  fpeak  it. 

For  after  both  I  and  my  horfe  were  fuffi- 
ciently  refrefhed,  having  ftaid  with  them  all 
night,  one  of  the  Indians  was  difpatched  along 
with  me,  by  him  to  whom  I  had  made  the 
prefent,  and  accompanied  me  fcr  feven  or  eight 
miles,  to  put  me  into  the  right  way  to  Beaver 
Creek,  upen  Smith's  River  ;  and  after  he  had 
done  fo,  and  pointed  cut  the  courfe  for  me  to 
proceed  in,  we  fhook  hands  and  parted,  he  re- 
turned 
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turned  to  his  companions,  and  I  purfued  my 
journey  along  a  very  plain  blazed  path,  that 
foon  brought  me  to  a  large  water-courfe,  named 
Leatherwcod  Creek,  vhich  empties  itfelf  into 
Smith's  River,  a  very  capital  branch  of  the 
Dan,  the  confluence  of  which  is  about  four 
miles  above  the  lower  Sawra  Towns,  on  the 
north  fide. 

There  were  feveral  fine  plantations  on  the 
rich  low  grounds  of  this  creek,  but  they  were 
all  deferted,  not  a  fingle  inhabitant  was  to  be 
feen  ;  their  cattle,  horfes,  &c.  were  wandering 
about  their  mailer's  habitations,  and  conveyed 
to  me  the  moll:  mournful,  melancholy,  and  dif- 
mal  ideas  that  can  be  conceived. 

About  eight  miles  beyond  Leatherwood  Creek, 
I  met  a  man  on  horfeback,  whofe  horfe  was 
covered  with  foam  and  fweat. 

He  feemed  to  be  in  the  utmoft  aftonifhment 
at  the  fight  of  me,  and  afked  me,  "  Where,  in 
"  the  name  of  God,  I  came  from  ?•"  I  an- 
fwered  him,  I  came  yefterday  from  the  Sawra 
Towns,  and  was  on  my  way  to  the  fort  on  Smith's 
River. 

He  then  exclaimed,  "  Good  God  !  did  not  I 
'*  know  that  the  Indians  had  taken  up  the  hatcher, 
"  and  had  begun  to  kill  the  Whites  ?"  and  looking 
on  the  ground,  "  declared  he  faw  their  trafls,"  or 
the  marks  of  their  fcotfteps  <£  there  then  ;"  and 
alked  me  u  if  I  had  not  feen  any  of  them?  But 
"  why  (faid  he)  do  I  alk  you  that  ?  If  you  had 
w  feen  them,  or  they  had  feen  you,  I  certainly 
"  ftiould  not  have  met  you  here,  for  they  would 
"  either  have  Icalped  you,  or  have  put  you  to 
M  death  by  their  tortures." 

I  replied, 
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I  replied  "  he  was  miflaken,  for  I  had  feeii 
t:  them,  had  ate  and  flept  with  them,  and  that 
"  they  had  been  very  kind  to  me,  inftead  of 
"  fcalping  me,  or  putting  me  to  death,  as  he 
"  imagined  :"  but  he  waited  not  to  hear  the  laft 
words  of  what  I  faid,  for  as  foon  as  he  underftood 
that  I  had  fecn  them,  he  clapped  whip  and  fpurs 
to  his  horfe  back  again,  as  faft  as  he  could  make 
him  go,  while  I  gazed  after  him,  imagining  the 
man  was  mad  or  delirious. 

I  rode  on  at  my  leifure,  wondering  at  this 
man's  ftrange  conduct,  and  comparing  it  with  that 
of  the  Indians  towards  me,  it  was  not  at  all  to  their 
difadvantage. 

I  foon  afterwards  croffed  another  large  water- 
courfe,  named  Beaver  Creek,  not  far  irom  the 
fort,  which  alfo  empties  itlelf  into  Smith's  River. 

Upon  this  ftream  there  was  a  very  fine  corn  or 
grift  mill,  which  was  alio  abandoned  by  the  pro- 
prietor, and  had  been  left  fo  fuddenly,  that  the  hop- 
per remained  half  full  of  corn  unground,  while 
the  other  half  was  ground  into  meal,  and  in  this 
condition  it  continued,  the  water  being  turned  off 
from  the  mill-wheel. 

Here  I  alighted,  and  fed  my  horfe,  and  after  he 
had  eaten  until  he  left,  fet  out  again  on  my  jour- 
ney. 

In  riding  about  two  or  three  miles  farther,  I  at 
length  came  to  the  fort  itlelf,  which  contained  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  around,  men,  wo- 
men, and  children  crouded  all  together. 

I  was  exceedingly  happy  at  the  thoughts  of  being 
once  more  among  inhabitants,  but  this  imaginary 
felicity  was  of  very  fhort  duration,  for  when  I 

went 
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went  to  to  the  gate  of  the  fort,  expecting  to  go 
in,  I  was  pofitively  refufed  admittance. 

My  aftonifhment  at  this  ftrange  unaccountable 
conduct  towards  me  could  only  be  equalled  by  my 
concern  at  fo  grievous  a  difappointment  and  morti- 
fication, for  all  my  entreaties  and  mod  earneft  ioli- 
citations  for  permiflion  to  enter  were  in  vain. 

They  within  infifted  that  I  was  an  enemy,  or  a 
Frenchman,  becaufe  I  had  been  in  company  with 
the  Indians,  and  had  efcaped  unmolefted,  and  al- 
fo  as  my  accent  was  different  from  theirs. 

This  I  found  they  were  informed  of  by  the  man 
whom  I  met  on  horfeback,  and  who  turned  back 
full  fpeed  asfoon  as  I  acquainted  him  of  my  having 
been  with  the  Indians. 

This  man,  it  feems,  had  been  difpatched  as  an 
expreis  to  the  next  foit,  which  was  a  confiderable 
diftance  off,  tor  afiiflance  ;  and  had  alfo  been  di- 
rected to  reconnoitre  the  country  between  ;  to  dif- 
cover,  if  he  could,  what  danger  was  to  be  appre- 
hended ;  whether  the  Indians  were  doing  mifchief  ; 
and  what  numbers  of  them  were  in  the  vicinity. 

How  well  he  executed  his  commiflion,  his  con- 
duct, already  related,  evinces  ;  as  alfo  how  totally 
unfit  he  was  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  having  fled  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation  on  even  hearing  of  In- 
dians, without  waiting  to  difcover  whether  they 
were  hoftile  ov  friendly. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXXVII. 

Threaten  to  fet  Fire  to  the  Fort.  Admitted.  Shock- 
ing Scenes  of  Iniquity  and  Obfceneneff  within. 
Ride  out,  and  vifit  the  Plantations  arourid.  Rtfthe 
to  fet  out  on  my  Journey. 

I Continued  to  entreat  for  admittance  until  they 
threatened  to  fire  upon  me  if  I  did  not  retire, 
which  made  me  withdraw  from  the  gate  to  confider 
what  fteps  I  muit  purfue,  for  I  never  found  myfelf 
in  fo  fingular  and  unpleafant  a  predicament  in  my 
life. 

However,  the  firft  thing  I  did  was  to  turn ' 
my  hcrfe  loofe  into  a  very  fine  field  of  green 
wheat  that  I  obferved  on  the  banks  of  the  river; 
and  I  wandered  all  round  the  country  adjacent  to 
the  fort  for  fever^l  hours,  totally  at  a  lofs  what  to 
do,  or  in  what  manner  to  proceed. 

This  was  what  is  called  a  ftockaded  fort, 
but  to  any  perl'on,  excepting  thofe  who  have 
feen  fuch  in  America,  it  would  appear  in  no 
refpecT:  a  place  of  arms,  for  there  is  nothing  like 
an  efplanade,  counterlcarp,  nor  ditch,  neither  ram- 
parts nor  parapet,  no  cut-pofr,  out-centry,  nor 
videttes  :  but  it  reiembled  a  quadrangular  polygon, 
inclofed  with  large  timber,  and  cuts  of  trees  fplit 
in  two,  about  twelve  or  fixreen  feet  high  above  the 
ground,  Handing  ere£r,  find  about  three  or  four  feet 
in  the  earth,  and  quite  clofe  together,  with  loop 

holes 
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holes  cut  through  about  four  or  five  feet  from  the 
ground  for  fmall  arms. 

There  was  alfo  fomething  like  a  baftion  at  each 
angle,  which,  however,  could  fcarcely  be  faid 
to  flank  the  curtains  •  and  a  log-houfe,  mufket 
proof,  on  each  fide  of  the  gate. 

Within  the  area,  nearly  in  the  centre,  was 
a  common  houfe  framed  and  boarded,  filled  in, 
to  the  height  of  fix  feet,  with  ftones  and  clay 
on  the  infide,  as  a  defence  againft  fmall  arms  ;  it 
was  covered  only  with  fhingles  made  of  pine, 
which  could  be  eafily  fet  on  fire  as  well  as 
every  other  part  of  the  whole  ftructure,  with- 
out exception. 

I  wandered  round  and  round  this  fortrefs  un- 
till  night  began  to  advance,  and  then  ventured 
to  approach  the  gate  once  more,  foliciting  for 
admittance,  but  with  no  better  fuccefs  than  be- 
fore. 

I  ufed  every  argument  my  mind  could  fug- 
geft  to  induce  them  to  receive  me  ;  put  them 
in  mind  I  was  but  one  man,  and  defiled  them 
to  put  me  under  guard  if  they  fufpe&ed  me 
after  I  was  in,  if  they  would  only  admit  me  j 
and  beginning  alfo  to  be  under  apprehenfions  for 
my  own  life,  as  the  Indians  would  certainly  be 
tempted  to  kill  a  perfon  they  faw  draggling 
round  the  ou.fide  of  the  fort,  although  they  did 
not  molefl  me  when  I  came  up  to  them  at  a 
diftance  from  it ;  and  I  alfo  confidered  that 
although  one  party  of  them  fpared  my  life, 
another  party  might  make  no  fcruple  of  killing 
me,  efpecially  in  fo  unfavourable  a  filuation  ; 
this  certain  danger  infpired  me  with  a  defperate  de- 
termination, and  I  refolutely  told  them  at  the  gale, 
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that  I  mud  come  in,  reprefented  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  my  being  left  outfide,  and  pofi- 
tively  declared  that  I  would  abfolutely  let  fire 
to  the  fort  if  they  perfifted  in  refufing  me  admit- 
tance. ' 

They  again  threatening  to  moot  me,  I  affured 
them  that  I  would  as  foon  be  killed  by  them  as  by 
the  Indians,  and  folemnly  fworel  would  fet  fire  to 
the  ftockades. 

Upon  this  I  was  defired  to  wait  a  few  minutes, 
until  they  confulted  together  ;  at  the  conclufion 
of  which  they  agreed  to  admit  me. 

The  wicker  gate  was  then  opened,  and  I  crept 
in  ;  but,  good  God  !  fuch  a  fight  as  was  prefented 
before  mine  eyes  can  fcarcely  be  conceived  in  idea, 
much  lefs  defcribed. 

Such  a  motley  crew  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren ;  fuch  an  abandoned  fet  of  milcreants,  void 
pf  fhame,  but  abounding  with  fear  ;  luch  horrid 
imprecations,  blafphemy,  obfcenenefs,  and  every 
fpecies  of  iniquity,  I  never  before  nor  fince  have 
feen  or  heard  of. 

No  fuboidination,  no  regularity,  no  propriety, 
no  good  conduct,  not  a  fingle  good  word,  1  had 
almoft  faid  good  thought,  was  there  within  thofe 
gates,  but  all  was  confufion,  naftinefs,  and  the 
mod  abominable  wickednefs. 

To  defcribe  the  deteftable  fcenes  of  depravity 
that  I  was  hourly  witnefs  of  in  this  place,  would 
beextremely  irkfome  to  myfelf,  and  difgufting  to 
others ;  and  on  this  account  I  fhall  pafs  them  all 
over,  only  obferving,  that  a  fet  of  more  wicked, 
abandoned,  fhamelefs,  and  profligate  mifcreants 
never  were,  nor  can  be  collected  together. 
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On  the  next  day  I  propofed  to  take  a  walk  about 
the  tort,  but  they  would  not  let  me  out  at  the 
gate. 

However,  on  the  day  following  I  infilled  upon 
it,  and  they  threatened  not  to  admit  me  again  : 
but  notwithftanding,  I  ventured  out,  and  having 
faddled  my  horfe,  rode  a  great  many  miles  round 
the  country,  without  feeing  a  fingle  inhabitant,  or 
Indian. 

I  returned  to  the  fort  at  night,  and  was  admit- 
ted ;  having  acquainted  them  with  my  obfervations, 
and  the  diftance  I  had  reconnoitred  around,  two 
young  men  propofed  to  accompany  me  next  day, 
to  vifit  their  father's  plantations. 

Accordingly  we  three  fet  out  from  the  fort  early 
in  the  morning,  and  went  to  one  of  their  planta- 
tions, which  was  five  miles  off,  where  we  found 
every  thing  unmolefted,  only  the  domeftic  animals 
were  almoft  ftarved,  and  appeared  rejoiced  to 
Tee  us. 

The  other  plantation  was  twelve  miles  diftant 
from  this,  and  we  vifited  it  alfo;  here  a  tame  bear, 
which  had  been  left,  diverted  us  very  much  with 
his  antic  geftures,  and  his  odd  manner  of  faluting 
his  two  legged  brothers  whom  I  had  brought  with 
me  from  the  fort  :  but  as,  fooner  or  later,  all, 
even  the  deareft  of  friends  muft  part,  fo  muft  they, 
and  the  forrow  on  the  occafion  was  great,  even  as 
their  joy  had  been,  when  they  met. 

We  vifited  feveral  other  plantations,  and  the 
the  two  young  men  concluding  to  return  next  day 
to  their  plantations  to  remain,  we  turned  our 
horfes  heads  towards  the  fort,  where  we  arrived  in 
the  evening. 

Having  made  our  report  concerning  the  occur- 
rences of  the  day,  and  the  appearance  of  peace 

and 
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and  tranquillity  we  had  every  where  perceived,  it 
was  propofed  for  each  perfon  to  return  to  his  ref- 
peQive  habitation  on  the  day  following  ;  but  ti- 
midity, diftruft,  and  cowardice  ftarted  a  num- 
ber of  objections,  which  occafioned  many  warm 
debates  on  the  fubje&  ;  and  at  length  it  was 
concluded  on  to  wait  a  few  days  longer,  but  in  the 
meantime  to  difpatch  two  men  on  each  quarter, 
to  fee  that  all  was  quiet,  and  that  there  was  no 
appearance  of  Indians. 

For  my  own  part  I  determined  on  fetting  out 
early  next  morning  to  purfue  my  journey  to  Ken- 
tucky, having  hired  one  of  the  young  men,  who 
accompanied  me  in  our  ride  round  the  fort,  to  at- 
tend me  in  this  journey,  which  he  undertook  to  do 
with  great  alacrity,  and  feemed  as  eager  to  fee 
that  celebrated  place  as  myfelf. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXXVIII. 


Situation  of  the  Fort.    Smith's  River.  Soil.  Gitt- 

/eng.    Snake-root.    Prices  of  Wheat,  Corn,  Beef, 

Pork,  Tobacco,  i&c  Culture  of  Indian  Corn. 
Its  great  and  univetjal  Utility, 

THIS  fort  is  fituated  on  a  fmall  eminence 
that  commands  a  very  fine  view  of  Smith's 
River  for  feveral  miles,  and  of  the  confluence  of 
Beaver  Creek;  but  it  is  only  the  low  grounds  of 
the  river  and  creek  on  the  north-eaft  fide  that  can 
be  perceived  ;  the  lofty  timber  on  the  oppofite 
banks  of  the  river,  as  ufual  all  over  America, 
effectually  prevents  any  greater  diftance  being 
feen. 

But  the  eminence,  the  fort  is  built  upon,  is  by 
no  means  the  higheft  in  the  vicinity ;  there  are 
many,  and  fome  of  them  almoft  clofe  to  it,  that 
altegether  command  it> 

The  low  land  on  Smith's  River  and  Beaver 
Creek  is  indeed  excellent,  but  narrow:  the  high 
ground  and  hills,  being  very  near  the  river  on  each 
fide,  are  exceedingly  rocky  and  fteril  ;  the  roads, 
or  rather  paths,  are  as  bad  as  can  be  conceived  ; 
and  the  houfes  and  plantations  are  very  indifferent 
indeed  ;  but  there  is  a  great  abundance  of  game, 
fuch  as  deer,  bears>  fome  panthers,  wild  cats, 
otters,  raccoons,  oppoffums,  wild  turkeys,  and  all 
kiudsof  fquirrels. 

The 
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The  growth  of  the  timber  on  the  low  land  is  ve- 
ry large,  but  not  equal  to  that  on  the  low  grounds  of 
the  Roanoak  and  the  Dan  :  the  foil  is  of  a  deep 
black  colour,  and  rather  light,  but  exceeding  deep  ; 
however  it  is  liable  to  be  flooded. 

The  river  is  about  fifty  yards  wide,  but  very 
much  interrupted  with  old  logs,  large  trees, 
&X.  that  have  been  brought  down  the  ftream 
by  the  floods  after  heavy  rains  ;  it  is  not  rapid,  but 
flows  calmly  along,  in  a  fmooth,  gentle  current, 
and  it  is  fordabie  but  in  very  few  places. 

The  high  land,  as  I  obfcrved  before,  is  very 
rough,  rocky,  and  poor  ;  fome  of  it  is  rather  light, 
and  there  is  abundance  of  the  valuable  plant,  or 
rather  root  of  Ginfeng  found  and  gathered  in  the 
wocds,  which  in  China  is  accounted  a  fpecific  for 
almofl  every  diforder  incident  to  the  human  frame, 
and  fells  for  more  than  its  weight  in  gold  ;  here  it 
lells  for  about  fifteen  pence  currency,  or  a  fhilling 
fierling  a  pound. 

The  inhabitants,  and  negroes,  likewife  find  and 
dig  great  quantities  of  fnake-root,  of  each  of  the 
different  kinds,  which  they  alio  fell  for  nearly  the 
fame  price  as  ginfeng  :  this  was  exported  to  Eu- 
rope, being  fent  by  land-carriage  to  James  River, 
where  it  was  fhipped,  and  Britifh  manufactures 
were  taken  in  exchange  for  this  as  well  as  all  the 
reft  of  their  commodities,  at  very  advanced  pri- 
ces. 

They  alfo  fell  great  numbers  of  deer  fluns  and 
furs;  but  the  principal  of  their  exports  are  hog?, 
which  they  raiie  in  great  numbers,  and  drive  them, 
in  droves  Gf  one,  two,  three,  four,  and  five  hun- 
dred together,  to  the  falls  of  James  River,  and  of 

Rcancak, 
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Roanoak,  and  to  the  more  populous  parts  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  the  fea-ports. 

Some  few  black  cattle  are  alfo  brought  from 
this  part  of  the  frontiers,  but  in  no  confiderable 
numbers. 

Deer  (kins,  dried  or  cured  with  the  hair  on,  are 
fold  tor  about  a  milling  fterlinga  pound.  Raccoon 
{kins,  about  fix-pence  each.  Otter  (kins,  about 
two  or  three  millings  each.  Beaver,  &c.  in  pro- 
portion. 

Their  hogs  they  fell  alive,  for  about  twelve 
(hillings  an  hundred  weight,  that  is,  if  they  are 
bought  there  ;  but  when  driven  down  the  country, 
they  cod  about  twenty  (hillings  fterling  an  hundred 
weight. 

Black  cattle  fell  nearly  for  the  fame  prices. 

Venifon  is  excefiively  cheap,  generally  about 
half-a-crown  for  a  whole  deer,  exclufive  of  the 
(kin. 

There  is  alfo  a  confiderable  quantity  of  tobacco 
cultivated  here, which  is  almoft  all  carried  to  James 
River,  and  fells  there  at  the  rate  generally  of  fix- 
teen,  eighteen,  or  twenty  millings  per  hundred 
weight. 

They  make  very  little  wheat,  and  ufe  ftilllefs; 
the  general  price  of  wheat  there  at  home  is  about 
•half-a-crown  per  bufhel,  which  is  the  meafure 
they  fell  it  by. 

But  the  great  fupport  of  the  country  is  Indian 
corn,  with  which  they  fubfifl  themfelves,  their  ne- 
groes, their  horfes,  and  fatten  their  hogs,  after 
they  are  in  good  plight  by  feeding  on  the  acorns  in 
the  woods,  which  are  always  called  Mafl  in  Ame- 
rica ;  of  this  there  are  fome  years  amazing  quanti- 
ti-es^  fo  that  the  hogs  are  frequently  fattened  with 

that 
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that  alone,  which  they  find  themfelves  in  the 
woods;  but  the  pork  is  always  foft,  and  for  that 
reafon,  people  generally  feed  them  fome  little  time 
upon  Indian  corn,  after  they  appear  fufficiently 
fatted  with  mall. 

Indian  corn  is  the  great  ftaflf  of  life  in  America, 
and  is  meafured  by  what  is  called  the  barrel  there, 
which  contains  juft  five  bufhels,  a  d  the  price  then 
was  a  dollar,  or  four  millings  and  fix  pence  fter- 
ling  per  barrel. 

This  however  was  accounted  dear,  for  the  gene- 
ral price  is  only  three  fhillines  per  barrel,  which  is 
not  quite  feven  pence  halfpenny  a  hufhel  :  the 
cheapeft  grain  perhaps  in  the  world  ;  for  it  weighs 
from  fifty  to  fift\ -five  pounds  each  bufhel. 

As  the  culture  of  Indian  corn  is  unknown  in 
Great  Britain,  or  at  any  rate  but  verv little  pra&i- 
fed,  a  brief  defcription  of  it  may  not  be  unaccept- 
able. 

Indian  corn,  which  is  in  fome  pUces  called 
Maize,  is  nearly  as  large  as  horfe  beans,  bein^ 
fomewhat  flat  and  flinty,  cf  a  yellowifh  white  co- 
lour, fometimes  red,  and  fometimes  fpeckltd. 

It  is  contained  in  ears  from  eight  to  fixteen 
inches  long,  and  from  four  to  feven  inches  in  cir- 
cumference. In  the  middle  is  a  hard  fubflance 
called  a  cob,  on  which  the  grains  grow  clofe  toge- 
ther, at  right  angles  from  it,  and  not  obliquely 
like  wheat,  barley,  or  rye. 

On  each  ear  there  are  always  either  twelve  or 
fixteen  rows,  and  the  whole  is  covered  with  a 
thick  ftrong  white  hufk,  compofed  of  three  or  four 
leaves  or  coats,  which  adhere  to  the  whole  very 
clofely,  and  are  each  fome'hing  more  than  the 
whole  ear  in  length,  to  which  they  are  united  at  the 
ftalk,  or  lower  extremity. 

Indian 
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Indian  corn  is  neither  fown,  nor  reaped.   It  is 
planted  and  gathered. 

The  ground  for  it,  is  fir  A  plowed  over  one  way, 
quite  fluih  ;  this  is  croffed  by  furrows  five  or 
fix  feet  afunder,  and  thefe  by  other  furrows  at  right 
Jingles  at  fimilar  diftances,  which  divide  the  whole 
field  into  fquares  of  five  or  fix  feet  every  way. 

In  each  eroding,  three  grains  of  corn  are  drop- 
ped, and  covered  with  a  hand  hoe  ;  this  is  per- 
formed fome  time  in  the  month  of  May,  and  is 
termed  Planting  oj  Corn. 

After  it  has  lprung  up  above  the  ground,  when 
any  is  miffing,  or  not  come  up,  proceeding  either 
from  bad  feed,  or  worms,  vermin,  and  in  feels  that 
deftroy  the  tender  (hoots,  the  hills  are  fupplied 
with  frefh  grains  again,  which  is  denominated  Re- 
planting the  Corn. 

It  is  afterwards  plowed  acrofs  the  firfl:  furrows : 
the  next  plowing  is  acrofs  thefe and  fo  on  alter- 
nately, untl  it  is  all  plowed  five  times  over  ;  then, 
it  is  weeded  and  chopped  around  the  roots  of  the 
ftalks  with  broad  hand  hoes  j  this  is  called  Laying 
by  the  Corn. 

In  Augufl:  and  September  it  begins  to  bloflbm 
and  fnoot  out  ears,  which  is  called  To  tajfel,  be- 
caufe  beautiful,  fhining,  filky  taffels  come  out 
from  the  extreme  end  of  the  ears,  and  hang  waving 
down. 

Thefe  ears  proceed  from  the  joints,  from  the 
height  of  three  lo  fix  feet  above  the  ground. 

There  isalfoanolher  beautiful  bloflbm  at  the  very 
top  of  the  whole,  which  is  in  reality  the  male 
flowers,  or  farina,  as  the  elegant  fhining  filky 
taffels  are  the  female  ;  for  this  plant  is  both 
male  and  female  in  itfelf. 

Vol.  I.  K  Thefe 
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Thefe  taffels  are  as  foft  as  filk,  and  of  all  diffe- 
rent colours  appearing  very  bright  gloffy  and  de- 
lightful to  the  eye. 

This  ftate  of  it  is  denominated  The  Com  bein?  in 
Silks. 

It  has  been  difcovered  that  the  fine  farina  from 
the  male  flowers,  being  carried  by  the  wind  and 
agitation  of  the  air  upon  the  female'  filky  taffels, 
impregnate  them,  and  fill  the  grain  in  the  ears  ; 
lor  there  is  a  taffel  or  filk  proceeds  from  every  fingle 
grain  ;  and  experiments  have  evinced,  that  one 
male  will  impregnate  five  hundred  plants,  when  all 
the  reft  of  the  tops,  which  contain  the  male  blof- 
foms, are  cut  off,  and  only  the  female,  or  ears  in 
filks  are  left. 

It  has  been  experienced  alfo,  that  if  there  be  a 
field  of  corn  within  a  mile  or  two  of  one  where  all 
the  tops  or  male  bloffoms  are  cut  off  entirely,  yet 
ftill  the  ears  will  be  impregnated  and  filled  by  the 
male  farina  brought  by  the  agitation  of  the  air  and 
the  winds  ;  but  the  ears  will  not  be  all  full. 

But  it  has  likewife  been  difcovered  by  experi- 
ments, that  if  all  the  tops  or  male  bloffoms  are  cut 
off  in  a  field  of  corn,  and  there  be  not  another 
field  within  fix  or  feven  miles,  the  whole  field  will 
be  ufelefs  ;  there  will  be  no  grain  on  the  ears, 
which  will  not  fill,  becaufe  the  female  part  of  the 
plant  has  not  been  impregnated  by  the  male. 

The  height  of  the  ftalks,  when  in  a  ftate  of 
perfect  maturity,  is  from  eight  to  twelve  feet  and 
upwards ;  with  joints  at  the  diftance  of  eight 
cr  ten  inches  from  each  other,  at  each  of  which 
are  two  leaves  or  blades,  from  one  or  two  feet  in 
length,  and  two  or  three  inches  broad. 

The 
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The  male  flowers,,  as  has  been  juft  obferved, 
grow  at  the  top  of  all,  and  appear  fomething  like 
to  the  heads  or  ears  of  rice,  or  large  oats,  alter  the 
fine  farina  is  blown  off. 

The  female  flowers  are  rather  below  the 
middle  of  the  ftalk,  at  the  extremity  of  the 
ears  which  proceed  from  the  joints  in  that  part 
of  the  ftalk. 

In  October  the  blades,  or  leaves,  which  are 
broad  and  long,  are  pulled  off,  and  tied  in 
bundles,  being  left  in  the  field  to  cure,  and 
are  excellent  provender  for  horfes  ;  for  thoi'c 
who  are  accuftomed  to  this  will  not  eat  the 
very  fincft  hay  :  then  the  tops  arc  alfo  cut  off 
juft  above  the  ear. 

And  during  the  latter  part  of  November,  and 
all  December,  after  the  frofts  have  come  on, 
the  corn  is  gathered,  two,  three,  and  four  eats 
from  every  ftalk,  and  the  ftalk?,  each  of  which  is 
generally  above  an  inch  in  diameter,  are  left 
ftanding  in  the  field. 

A  bufliel  of  corn  will  plant  near  twenty  acres ; 
and  on  the  richeft  lands  twenty  acres  will  pro- 
duce two  hundred  and  fifty  barrels,  or  one  thou- 
land  two  hundred  and  fifty  buihel?.  A  moft  afto- 
nifhing  incieafe  indeed  ! 

The  land  is  fii'ft  plowed  with  two  horfes 
in  the  plough,  becaufe  the  labour  is  then  harder  ; 
but  every  ploughing  bcfidcs  is  done  with  one 
horfe  only;  and  one  piough  will  work  between 
thirty  and  forty  acres  in  Indian  corn. 

The  whole  of  this  excellent  grain  is  ufeful, 
and  there  is  no  part  of  it  ihoulu  be  thrown 
away. 

K  2  The 
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The  leaves  cured  are  excellent  provender  for 
horfes  ;  the  tops,  ftalks,  and  huflcs  are  exceeding 
fine  fodder  for  cattle,  and  the  grain  itfelf  fupports 
the  inhabitants  themfelves,  both  white  and  blac'  ., 
befides  feeding  their  horfti,  and  fatteni"*  <'ie'r 
hogs. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXXIX. 


Set  out  for  Kentucky.  Vifit  the  Summit  of  the  Wan 
Mountain.  Dejcription  of  a  mofl  extenfive,  grand, 
and  elegant  Perfpeflive.    Ideas  raifed  in  the  JVLind. 

AFTER  this  long  digrefllon  onthe  culture 
of  Indian  corn,  the  grand  ftaffof  life  through- 
out this  continent,  I  fhall  proceed  with  an  account 
of  my  journey  to  Kentucky  ;  for  my  white  favage 
and  I  fet  out  from  the  fort  early  next  morning. 

I  had  procured  rifles,  ammunition,  and  Indian 
dreffes  for  us  both,  which  are  by  far  the  mod  con- 
venient for  travelling  in  that  country ;  as  alfo 
blankets  to  cover  u?,  as  we  fhould  be  obliged  to 
fleep  in  the  woods  every  night  ;  befides  bells  for 
our  horfes,  to  enable  us  to  hear  them  at  a  diftance 
when  they  were  turned  loofe  to  feed,  and  hobbles, 
or  Ipancils,  made  of  ftrong  leather,  and  faftened 
on  their  legs,  to  prevent  them  from  wandering  out 
of  cur  reach  where  we  remained  all  night. 

I  mjfelf  was  provided  with  pocket  compaffes. 
before  I  came  here,  and  had  befides  a  very  juft 
idea  of  the  geography  of  the  country. 

I  muft  beg  permiflion  at  this  place  to  correct  an 
errorl  have  obierved  in  allthemaps  of  that  country, 
which  give  the  name  of  Smith's  River  to  the  Stan- 
ton, for  this  is  a  very  great  miftake ,  as  Smith'* 
K  3  River 
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River  is  iliat  which  in  the  maps  is  named  the  Irvvine 
River  ;  ard  it  was  on  the  north-call  fide  of  it, 
near  the  confluence  of  Beaver  Creek,  where  the 
fort  I  juft  left  was  erected  ;  the  whole  country 
round,  for  a  very  great  diftance,  being  now  deno- 
minated Pitfylvania  county,  which  is  the  fouth- 
weflern  frontier  of  Virginia. 

Having  heard  much  of  the  Wart  Mountain,  one 
of  the  firit,  but  moft  confiderable  of  the  Aleganies, 
or  rather  the  Blue  Mountains,  for  height,  as  well 
as  for  its  amazing  extent  of  perfpedltve,  I  deter- 
mined to  vifit  it,  and  afcend  the  fummit  thereof  on 
my  way  ;  tor  which  reafon  we  bent  our  courfe 
towards  it,  and  croffed  Smith's  River  about  nine 
miles  above  the  fort,  at  a  very  bad  ford,  which  was 
deep  and  dangerous. 

After  travelling  through  an  exceedingly  rough 
country,  and  in  extreme  bad  paths  indeed,  fre- 
quently without  any,  as  alfo  croffing  feveral  deep 
creeks,  or  water-courles,  we  found  ourfelves  at 
night  beginning  to  afcend  the  Wart  Mountain, 
which  is  upon  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  Smith's  River  ; 
and  we  alighted  cn  an  agreeable  and  convenient 
foot,  near  the  fide  of  a  brook  of  water,  to  put  up 
for  the  night,  turning  our  horfes  out  with  their 
bells  and  hobbles  on,  to  prevent  our  lofing  them. 

We  ftruck  up  and  kindled  a  large  fire,  gathered 
leaves  for  us  to  lie  upon,  eat  heartily  of  our  jerked 
(or  dried)  venifon,  drank  feme  brandy  and  water, 
(for  we  had  brought  a  pretty  large  flock  along  wi  h 
us),  wrapped  ourfelves  up  in  our  blankets,  and  lay 
down  under  a  large  tree,  with  our  feet  towards  the 
fire  ;  having  travelled  about  forty-fix  miles  that 
day. 

I  cannot  undertake  to  pronounce  whether  it  is 
owing  to  the  falubrity  and  elafticity  of  the  air, 

thus 
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thus  in  free  circulation,  and  totally  unconfined,  but 
certain  it  is,  that  I  never  found  myfelf  dejected, 
indifpofed,  or  low-fpirited  in  the  morning,  after 
palling  the  night  in  this  manner. 

I  arofe  in  the  morning  as  gay  and  chearful  as  a 
lark,  and  fet  out  at  the  dawn  of  day  to  afcend  the 
mountain,  with  my  mind  filled  with  the  moft  agree- 
able expectations  of  the  vafl  pleafure  I  fhould  en- 
joy from  the  amazingly  great  extent  of  the  perfpec- 
tive  from  the  fummit,  which  is  reckoned  equal,  if 
not  fuperior  to  any,  even  the  higheft  and  moft  com- 
manding inland  fituation  in  the  world,  at  a  diftance 
from  the  fea. 

As  we  approached  the  fummit  we  found  the 
journey  exceedingly  troublefomer  the  afcent 
becoming  more  and  more  perpendicular,  until 
at  length  we  were  obliged  to  alight  from  our  horfes, 
and  lead  them  after  us. 

Even  this  we  found  the  greateft  difficulty  in  per- 
forming, and  wc  fhould  not  have  attempted  it  had 
there  been  any  place  where  we  could  have  left  our 
horfes  with  the  leaft  certain  proipect,  or  indeed 
probability  of  being  able  to  find  them  again  when 
we  returned. 

The  height  of  the  Wart  Mountain  may  be  about 
fix  or  eight  miles;  but  the  extreme  fteepneis 
thereof  towards  the  fummit  retards  the  prcgrefs  of 
a  traveller  fo  very  much,  that  it  is  abfolutcly  a  fc- 
vere  day's  journey  to  vifit  the  higheft  part  and  re- 
turn, making  but  a  very  fhort  flay  to  enjoy  the 
beauties  of  the  almoft  unbounded  and  wonderful 
perfpecfive. 

After  many  halts,  we  reached  the  fummit  cf 
the  mountain  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  were  then 
amply  rewarded  lor  the  great  perils  tnd  fatigue  we 
had  undergone  to  attain  it. 

K  4  Lan- 
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Language  fails  in  attempting  to  defcribe  th/s 
moft  aftonifhing  and  almoft  unbounded  perfpec- 
tive. 

The  mind  was  filled  with  a  reverential  awe, 
but  at  the  fame  time  the  ideas,  I  had  almoft  laid 
the  very  foul  was  lenfibly  enlarged. 

The  reflection  on  our  own  littlenefs  did  not  di- 
minifh  our  intellectual  faculties  nor  confequence  ; 
and  the  mind  would  boldly  foar  over  the  vaft  ex- 
tent of  the  earth  and  water  around,  and  even 
above  the  globe  itfelf,  to  contemplate  on,  and  ad- 
mire the  amazing  works  of  the  great  Creator  ot 
all. 

In  fhort,  the  ftrong,  mighty,  pointed,  and 
extended  ieni'ations  of  the  mind,  at  this  aftonifh- 
ing  period  are  far  beyond  the  power  of  human 
language  to  defcribe,  or  convey  any  idea  of. 

On  the  eaft  you  could  perceive  the  deep  and 
broken  chafms  where  the  rivers  Dan,  Mayho, 
Smith's,  Banniftei's,  and  Stanton  direct  their 
courfes  ;  fome  raging  in  vaft  torrents,  and  fome 
gliding  in filent  gentle  meanders. 

On  the  north  you  fee  the  Black  Water,  a  branch 
of  the  Stanton  ;  and  the  break  in  the  mountains 
where  the  Fluvannah,  a  vaft  branch  of  the  James, 
paffes  through  in  a  north  eaft  direction. 

On  the  north-weft  you  will  cbferve  with 
great  aftonifhment  and  pleafure,  the  tremen- 
dous and  abrupt  break  in  the  Alegany  Moun- 
tains, through  which  the  mighty  waters  of  the 
New  River,  and  the  Great  Kanhawah  pafs,  the 
latter  directing  its  courfe  northward,  a  diftance 
no  lefs  than  two  hundred  miles  from  its  fource, 
where  the  Ntw  River  meets  the  Green  Briar 

river 
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river  which  comes  from  the  north-eaft,  a  dif- 
tance  alfo  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

After  the  confluence,  being  then  named  the 
Great  Kanhawah,  it  proceeds  weftward  incli- 
ning to  the  north,  until  it  falls  into  the  mighty 
river  Ohio,  after  a  courfe  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  junction. 

On  the  weft  you  can  very  plainly  difcover  the 
three  forks  or  branches  of  the  Holfton,  where 
they  break  through  the  Great  Alegany  Mountains, 
forming  (hiking and  awful  chafms. 

And  ftill  beyond  them  you  may  obferve  Clinche's 
River,  or  Pelifippi,  that  is  almoft  equal  to  all  the 
three  branches  of  the  Holfton,  with  which  it 
unites,  after  a  courfe  of  three  hundred"  and  fifty 
or  four  hundred  miles:  the  length  of  the  courfe 
of  the  Holfton  being  alfo  above  four  hundred 
miles  before  they  unite  and  form  the  mighty 
river  Hogohegee  or  Cherokee,  which  afterwards 
flows  a  courfe  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in 
extent  before  it  falls  into  the  Ohio,  to  which  it  is 
at  leaft  equal,  in  the  vaft  quantity  of  water  it 
contains,  as  well  as  the  fertility  of  the  foil  on  its 
banks,  and  far  fuperior  to  it  in  the  excellence  of 
the  climate  it  paffes  through. 

On  thefouth  you  can  fee  the  Dan,  the  Cataw- 
ba, the  Yadkin,  and  the  Haw,  breaking  through 
the  mighty  mountains  that  appear  in  confufcd 
heaps,  and  piled  on  each  other,  in  almoft  every 
dire&icn. 

Throughout  the  whote  of  this  amazing  and  mod 
extenfive  perfpecYtve,  there  is  not  the  leaft  feature 
or  trace  of  art  or  improvement  to  be  difcovered. 

All  are  the  genuine  effects  of  nature  alone,  and 
laid  down  on  her  moft  extended  and  erandeft  fcale, 
K  5  Contemplating 


202 


A  TOUR  IN*  THE 


Contemplating  thereon  fills  the  eye,  engrofles 
the  mind,  and  enlarges  the  foul. 

It  totally  abforbs  the  fenfes,  overwhelms  all  the 
faculties,  expands  even  the  grandeft  ideas  beyond 
all  conception,  and  occafions  you  almoft  to  forget 
that  you  are  a  human  creature. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XL. 


Defend  the  Mountain.  Crofs  the  New  River. 
Middle  Fork  of  Holjlon.  Arrive  at  Stahlmakers. 
Crofs  the  North  Branch  of  Holflon.  Crop 
Clinches  River.  Afcend  the  great  Ahga- 
ry. 

T  Remained  on  the  fummitof  this  mountain  until 
j_  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  but  was  atrno/r  as 
much  furprifedat  the  inattention  and  difregard  of  the 
young  back-woodVman  to  the  beauties  and  gran- 
deur of  the  pcrfpecYive,  as  I  was  charmed  with 
the  enjoyment  of  it  mylelf  ;  for  he  '.vent  down 
along  one  of  the  fides  of  the  mountain,  and  was 
abfent  from  me  above  an  hour  ;  in  that  time  I 
heard  the  report  of  a  gun,  and  when  he  returned 
he  brought  a  fine  wild  turkey  which  he  had  fiiot  ; 
and  he  carried  it  along  with  us  in  order  to  drefb  for 
fupper  where  we  mould  halt  at  night. 

We  defcended  the  mountain  on  the  north- wed 
fide,  and  ftaid  ail  o'rght  at  the  border  of  a  beauti- 
ful (mrill  favannah  or  meadow,  a  little  wjy  from 
the  bafe  of  the  mountain,  having  turned  our 
horfes  out  as  ui'ual,  kindled  a  hie,  roafted  our 
turkey  and  made  a  delicious  repaft  upon  it. 
What  remained  we  faVed  for  fne  next  day's  bro- 
vificn. 

We  fct  out  on  our  journey  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,    and  fteercd  cur  cotirfe  as  nearly 

weft- 
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weft-noith-wtft  as  the  mountains  would  permit 
us,  intending  to  crofs  the  great  Blue  ridge,  or 
South  mountain,  through  a  gap  that  is  only'ufed 
by  the  hunters,  which  is  about  twenty  miles 
fouth-weft  of  that  which  the  great  trading  path 
goes  over. 

By  this  way  we  propofed  to  fall  on  the  head 
waters  of  Little  River,  which  runs  into  the  New 
River  juft  above  the  eroding  place,  and  thereby 
fave  a  diftance  of  more  than  twenty-five  miles 
travelling. 

In  this  attempt  we  were  fortunate  enough  to 
fucceed,  after  a  mod  fatiguing  day's  journey  of 
forty  miles  at  leaft,  and  after  crofting  a  number 
of  large  ftreams  of  water. 

We  halted  for  the  night  on  the  fide  of  a  large 
rivulet,  which  we  conjectured  to  be  either  Little 
River  itfelf,  or  fome  of  the  waters  of  it,  having 
croffed  the  great  Blue  ridge  at  a  moft  difagreeable 
and  dangerous  gap  in  the  afternoon. 

Here  we  killed  another  wild  turkey,  and  drefled 
it  for  fupper  as  before  ;  indeed  they  were  fo 
very  numeious  that  we  could  have  eafily  fubfift- 
ed  a  company  of  men  upon  them,  and  might  kill 
almoft  any  number  we  pleafed. 

Next  morning  we  fet  out  early,  and  travelled 
down  the  north  fide  of  the  rivulet,  which  we 
found  to  be  Little  River,  until  we  arrived  at  New 
River,  and  at  laft  came  to  the  ford. 

The  New  River  is  broad,  deep  and  rapid, 
frequently  impaflable,  and  always  dangerous. 

However  we  croffed  it  in  Cafety,  though  with 
great  difficulty,  and  hazard  of  being  carried  down 
with  the  ftream,  and  we  looked  out  for  a  con- 
venient 
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venient  fpot  on  the  weft  fide,  where  we  now 
were,  to  remain  on  for  the  night. 

This  we  found  it  neceffary  to  do,  both  becaufe 
our  horfes  were  greatly  fatigued  in  crofting  the 
river,  and  alio  to  dry  our  cloaths  which  had  all 
been  foaked  in  the  water  ;  although  we  had  not 
travelled  more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles 
during  this  day. 

The  low  ground  on  the  New  River  is  narrow, 
but  exceedingly  rich  and  fertile  ;  the  high  land  is 
alfo  very  fine  in  many  places,  but  exceftively  bro- 
ken, rocky,  and  mountainous. 

The  timber  on  the  high  land  is  very  large 
snd  lofty,  and  that  on  the  low  ground  is  almoft 
equal  to  the  prodigious  heavy  trees  on  the  Roa- 
noak,  already  described. 

The  New  River,  which  is  only  the  upper  part 
of  the  great  Kanhawah  not  being  navigable, 
nor  indeed  the  Kanhawah  itfelf,  the  extreme 
roughnefs  of  the  country,  and  difficulty  of  accefs 
to  it,  the  roads  or  rather  paths  being  not  only  al- 
moft impaflable,  but  totally  impoflible  ever  to  be 
rendered  even  tolerable,  by  any  human  efforts, 
will  not  only  greatly  retard  the  lettiement  of  this 
country,  but  will  always  reduce  the  price  and 
value  of  the  land,  be  it  ever  io  rich  and  fer- 
tile. 

In  the  morning,  our  horfes  and  ourfelves  being 
very  much  refrefhed,  we  fet  out  again  on  our 
journey  ;  and  after  travelling  ten  or  twelve  miles, 
eroded  a  pretty  large  water-courle  named  Peak's 
Creek  ;  and  foon  afterwards  a  large  branch  of 
Reedy  Creek. 

In  the  afternoon  we  crofted  another  great  ridge 
of  the  Alegany  mountains  at  a  gap,  and  in  the 

evening1 
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evening  came  to  the  waters  of  the  middle  fork  of 
the  I  Jolll or.,  where  ve  halted  for  the  night  ;  hav- 
ing travelled  this  day  near  fifty  miles,  and  over  a 
vaft  quantity  of  excellent  land. 

Next  mc  rning  we  purfued  our  journey,  and  tra- 
velled down  the  fide  of  the  middle  fork  of  the 
Holfton,  which  we  crofled  no  lefs  than  three  times 
this  day  ;  and  at  night  came  to  Stahlmaker's, 
where  a  few  per  pie,  indeed  all  the  inhabitants, 
had  alfo  erected  a  kind  of  a  wretched  ftockade 
fort  for  protection  againft  the  Indians  ;  but  they 
had  all  left  it  a  few  days  before  our  anival,  and 
returned  to  their  refpe&ive  homes. 

Here  we  remained  for  two  days  at  the  old 
Dutchman's  houle  for  reft  and  refrefhriKnt  for 
ourfelves  and  our  horfes,  which  we  had  really 
very  much  need  of,  and  alfo  to  make  enquiry 
concerning  our  future  mute. 

The  land  on  the  Hoi I* on  is  certainly  excel- 
lent, and  fertile  in  the  higheft  degree  -t  the  cli- 
mate alfo  is  delightful. 

But  the  vaiue  of  eftates  here  c?.nnct  be  confi- 
derable  for  many  years,  perhaps  centuries  to 
come,  for  the  fame  reafons  that  have  been  men- 
tioned to  affect  thofe  on  the  New  River. 

Here  we  gained  intelligence  of  a  nearer  way 
to  Kentucky  than  that  commonly  made  ufe  of, 
which  had  very  lately  been  discovered,  viz.  by 
croffing  Clinche's  river  about  fixty  miles  from 
Stahlmaker's,  going  over  the  great  Ridge  of  the 
Alegan)  or  Apalachian  mountains,  at  a  gap  which 
had  been  ufed  only  by  a  few  of  the  bell:  hunters, 
and  falling  down  on  the  waters  of  the  Warrior's 
Branch,  a  river  that  runs  into  Kentucky. 

With 
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With  this  route  pretty  exactly  laid  down  we  fet 
out  from  the  Dutchman's  houfe  on  the  third 
morning  after  our  arrival,  and  after  travelling  over 
a  vaft  quantity  of  exceedingly  ftrong  rich  land 
covered  with  lofty  timber,  we  reached  the  thanks 
of  the  north  branch  of  the  Holfton,  crofied  the 
river,  and  put  up  for  the  night  ;  having  tra- 
velled that  day  more  than  thirty  miles. 

The  ford  of  this  branch  of  the  Holfton  is,  if 
poffible,  worfe  than  any  we  have  hitherto  met 
■with,  and  is  indeed  extremely  dangerous. 

But  we  were  fo  familiarized  to  danger  and  fa- 
tigue, as  to  regard  any  thing  of  that  nature  but 
little. 

On  the  next  mornin?  we  fet  out  on  our  jour- 
ney by  the  route  which  we  had  been  directed  to 
purfue,  and  at  noon  arrived  at  the  fummit  of  a 
vaft  chain  of  mountains  which  feparate  the 
north  branch  of  the  Holfton  from  Clinche's 
River. 

Here  I  had  the  pleafure  of  enjoying  an  exteu- 
five,  wild,  and  romantic  view,  particularly  that 
ifupendous  ridge  of  the  Alegany,  or  Apalachian 
mountains,  which  is  the  chief  and  moft  lofty  of 
the  whole. 

It  was  rendered  the  more  interefting  to  me 
by  reflecting  that  I  muft  crols  it  on  my  journey, 
cur  route  being  directly  over  it ;  and  the  fummit 
of  this  vaft  chain  was  at  the  leaft  fixty  miles 
from  the  ridge  when  on  we  then  ftood. 

We  made  no  unnecefTary  delay  however  on 
this  commanding  Ipot,  but  descended  the  moun- 
tain, and  purfued  our  route  with  all  the  expedi- 
tion we  could  j  and  we  arrived  on  the  banks  of 

Clinche's 
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Clirche's  River  late  in  the  evening,  fo  that  we 
could  not  venture  to  crofs  the  ford  that  night. 

This  circumftance  was  a  very  great  inconve- 
rience  to  us,  becaufe  we  always  got  our  cloaths 
wet  in  parting  thefe  great  and  rapid  torrents  of 
water,  which  fituition  is  particularly  difagreea- 
ble  in  the  morning,  becaufe  we  mud  either  delay 
our  time  by  making  fires  to  dry  them,  or  travel  with 
them  all  wet  upon  us,  which  is  the  moft  un- 
pleafant  of  the  two,  as  well  as  being  prejudicial 
to  health. 

Thefe  vaft  ridges  of  mountains  which  we 
croffed  rendered  this  day's  journey  extremely 
fevere  and  fatiguing  both  for  ourfelves  and  our 
horfes,  although  we  did  not  travel  more  than 
about  thirty  miles. 

In  the  morning  we  undertook  the  hazardous 
tafk  of  fording  Clinche's  River,  and  accomplifh- 
ed  it  after  feveral  plunges,  as  ufual,  over  our 
heads  ;  neither  did  we  halt  to  dry  our  cloaths 
until  noon,  when  we  refled  at  the  fide  of  a 
favannah,  fpread  all  our  wet  cloaths  on  the  grafs 
to  dry  in  the  fun,  which  was  then  intenfely 
hot,  turned  our  horfes  out  to  graze,  and 
after  finifhing  a  hearty  meal,  lay  ourfelves 
down  to  fleep. 

Here  we  remained  for  two  hours,  and 
then  arofe  exceedingly  refrefhed,  and  purfued 
our  journey. 

On  the  evening  we  had  reached  half  way 
up  the  fhipendous  wefternmofr.  ridge  of  the 
Alegany  mountains,  the  laft,  greateft,  and  lof- 
tieft  of  the  whole. 

Here  we  remained  all  night,  concluding  to 
attempt  the  fteepeft  and   moft   difficult  afcent 

in 
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in  the  morning,  when  our  horfes  were  re- 
frefhed  and  flrong,  and  ourfelves  alfo  lefs  fa- 
tigued ;  for  we  always  alighted  and  led  our 
hories  up  thele  prodigious  fteep,  and  perirous 
afcents. 


<•  n  a  r 
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CHAP  XLL 


Cro/s  the  vafl  Alegany  Mountains.  Fall  upon  the 
Warrior's  Branch.  Cro/s  the  Ouaftotto  Moun- 
tains. Impenetrable  Thickets  of  Laurel.  River 
ef  Kentucky.  Arrive  at  the  Jamed  new  Settle- 
ment  on  Kentucky. 


WE  purfued  our  journey  up  the  mountain 
next  morning,  Dut  the  fun  was  feveral 
hours  high  before  we  could  poffibly  reach  the 
fummit,  notwithstanding  we  made  all  imaginable 
difpatch. 

This  ridge  of  the  Alegany  or  Apalachian 
mountain,  is  indeed  of  a  moll  ftupendous  and 
aftonifhing  height,  and  commands  a  profpect 
proportionably  extenfive. 

I  took  a  retroipective  view,  with  fatisfa&ion 
and  pleafure,  of  the  vafl  chain  of  mountains 
beyond  Clinche's  River,  which  I  had  crofTed  : 
and  I  looked  forward,  with  interefting  anxiety 
and  eagerneis,  towards  the  Ouafiotto  great  ridge 
of  mountains,  which  I  had  ftill  to  pafs  over,  and 
were  at  leaft  fifty  orfixty  miles  diftant  before 
me. 

The  fummit  of  this  ridge,  the  mod  lofty  of 
all  the  Aleganys,  is  near  a  mile  wide,  and  con- 
fifls  of  excellent  flrong  rich  land,  of  a  deep  red, 

ox 
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or  a  dark  reddifh  brown  colour,  with  very  large 
tall  timber  ;  and  there  are  fprings  of  water  almoft 
on  the  very  fummit  of  the  mountain. 

But  as  foon  as  we  began  to  defcend  on  the 
north-weft  fide,  we  found  the  declivity  exceed- 
ingly fteep. 

Yet  the  afcent  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  where  we 
came  up  was  regular  and  gradual  confiding  gene- 
rally of  good  land,  and  covered  with  lofty  tim- 
ber. 

This  north-weft  fide  was  almoft  bare  of  foil ; 
the  trees  and  all  the  vegetation  poor,  fcanty, 
and  miferable  ;  and  quite  incumbered  with  rocks 
and  loofe  ftones,  which  exceedingly  impeded  our 
way,  and  retarded  our  progrefs. 

By  thefe  obftacles  this  day's  journey  was  ren- 
dered intolerably  difagreeable  and  dangerous. 

But  we  forgot  our  toils,  perils,  and  fatigues, 
when  at  night  we  reached  the  waters  of  the 
W  arrior's  branch,  where  we  halted  and  remain- 
ed until  morning  ;  having  travelled  about  twen- 
ty-five miles  during  the  day. 

At  the  enfuing  dawn  we  again  renewed  our 
journe),  directing  our  courfe  down  the  Warrior's 
branch  until  we  reached  the  foot  of  the  great 
ridge  of  the  Ouafiotto  mountains,  where  we 
put  up  for  the  night  ;  having  travelled  above 
thirty  miles  this  day. 

On  the  morning  following  we  began  to  afcend 
the  mountain,  and  reached  the  fummit  in  about 
three  hours. 

This  laft  chain  of  mountains  is  covered  with 
laurel,  and  fo  exceflively  thick  in  many  places  as 
to  be  abfolutely  impenetrable. 

Here 
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Here  the  great  mafs  of  mountains  terminated 
on  the  north-weft  ;  excepting  fome  fpurs  of  the 
mountains  that  fometimes  extended  (everal  miles 
into  the  more  champa'gn  country. 

The  fummit  of  this  ridge  is  not  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  over,  and  the  ground  as  well  as 
the  growth  of  the  timber  is  very  poor  and  mife- 
rable,  being  almoft  entirely  covered  with  unt- 
verfal  and  impenetrable  thickets  of  laurel. 

From  the  brow  or  edge  of  the  fummit,  look- 
ing back  we  could  fee  the  huge  Alegany  moun- 
tains which  we  had  croffed  ;  and  on  the  other  edge 
of  the  fummit,  as  we  advanced,  I  was  delighted 
•with  a  view,  novel  indeed  to  me  at  this  time,  and 
uncommonly  beautiful  and  pltafing.  For  the  eye 
was  now  relieved  from  being  conftantly  filled 
with  the  vaft  exuberances  of  nature,  which 
alone  it  had  beheld  for  fo  many  days,  by  viewing 
a  beautiful  champaign  country,  covered  with 
prodigious  woods  'tis  true,  but  at  the  fame  time  in 
full  verdure,  and  interfered  with  vaft  rivers, 
and  prodigious  water-courfe?,  which  all  termi- 
nate in  the  mighty  majeftic  Ohio. 

Some  of  the  courfe  of  this  amazing  and  mod 
beautiful  river  was  alfo  to  be  difcovered  by  a 
chafm  or  break  in  the  woods,  where  it  flowed  in 
awful  folemn  filence. 

I  enjoyed  infinite  delight  in  viewing  the  beau- 
lies  of  the  perfpe&ive  here  for  a  confiderable 
time,  and  at  laft  left  it  with  equal  pleafure,  ea- 
ger to  penetrate  into  that  beautiful  country, 
■which  1  had  beheld  with  fuch  delicious  gratifica- 
tion at  a  diftance. 

I  defcended  the  Ouafiotto  mountains,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  fell  into  the  great  War  path,  which 

has 
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has  been    ufed   by    the  Indians   time    out  of 
mind. 

This  afforded  me  very  great  fatisfa&ion,  for  the 
road  was  now  much  better  than  any  I  had  travel- 
led in  ever  fince  I  had  firft  entered  the  mountains, 
and  thereby  enabled  me  to  gain  greater  diftances 
in  each  day's  journey. 

But  although  we  had  now  left  the  mountains, 
and  although  before  when  I  beheld  all  this  coun- 
try to  the  weftward  of  them  it  apppeared  as  a 
beautiful  level  extended  far  beyond  the  view,  and 
all  the  horizon  was  as  ftraight  and  even  as  a  line, 
or  as  the  ocean  itfelf,  yet  now  we  had  defcended 
into  it  we  found  it  extremely  broken,  with  abun- 
dance of  rocks,  and  thickly  interfered  with  water- 
courfes. 

However  nothing  could  be  more  pleafant  than 
the  pure  and  limpid  ftreams,  that  either  glided 
along  in  fweet  and  filent  meanders ;  or  tumbled 
and  dafhed  from  rock  to  rock,  juft  fufficiently  to 
give  pleafure  without  an  alloy  or  fear  of  pain,  as 
pellucid  and  tranfparent  as  cryftal. 

I  obferved  that  almoft  all  the  rocks,  not  only 
here,  but  every  where  between  the  mountains, 
confided  of  a  blackifh  grey  lime  ftone  ;  and  where 
that  did  not  prevail,  the  earth,  rocks  and  every 
loofe  ftone  appeared  to  be  ftrongly  and  richly  im- 
pregnated with  iron  ore,  which  certainly  abounds 
throughout  this  inland  part  of  America. 

We  flept  that  night  on  the  banks  of  a  creek, 
that  runs  into  the  Warrior's  branch,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  a  mile  from  the  river  itfelf,  as 
we  difcovered  in  the  morning  when  we  went  to 
look  for  our  horfes  to  proceed  on  our  journey. 
The  Warrior's  branch  is  a  confiderable  river, 


214  A  TOUR  IN  THE 

and  after  its  confluence  with  two  more  rivers,  nei- 
ther of  which  is  fo  large  as  itfelf,  forms  the  Ken- 
tucky which  is  indeed  a  very  fine  river,  wide, 
deep,  and  with  a  very  gentle  current  gliding  along 
almoft  imperceptibly. 

The  whole  length  of  the  Kentucky,  including 
its  meanders,  from  the  fource  of  the  Warrior's 
branch  in  the  Alegany  mountains,  to  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Kentucky  with  the  Ohio,  is  certainly 
between  four  and  five  hundred  miles,  containing 
a  body  of  land  on  each  fide,  that  cannot  be  fur- 
pafTed,  and  fcarcely  equalled  by  any  in  the  uni- 
verfe,  for  fertility  of  foil,  abundance  of  game, 
excellence  of  climate,  and  every  other  beauty 
and  advantage  imaginable,  excepting  the  difficulty 
of  accefs  to  it. 

In  five  more  eafy  days  journies,  the  particulars 
of  which  are  not  worth  relating,  as  being  not  ma- 
terially different  from  what  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, we  at  length  arrived  at  the  famed  fettle- 
ment  near  the  mouth  of  Kentucky,  on  the  eighth 
day  of  June,  2fter  having  travelled  at  leaft  four 
hundred  and  ninety  miles,  from  the  fort  on 
c_ui,v  p:,.„^.  to  this  place,  in  nineteen  days. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XLII. 


The  famed  Settlement  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Render J "on 
no  military  Man.  Injudicious  Forts.  A  fine  com- 
manding Situation.  Want  of  Subordination  in 
America.  Hardy  Race,  hut  illiberal.  Ele- 
phants Bones  on  the  Ohio. 

I WAS    foon  dire&ed    to    the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Henderfon,  where  I  found  a  moft  hofpitable 
and  kind  reception. 

We  walked  over  his  plantation,  which  was  real- 
ly a  very  fine  one  ;  and  being  turnilhed  with  frefli 
horfes  we  rode  round  feveral  of  the  improvements 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

He  recollected  me  perfectly,  but  appeared  very 
much  furprifed  at  the  hazards,  as  well  as  the  fa- 
tigues I  had  encountered  to  pay  him  and  his  fet- 
tlement  this  vifit,  at  this  critical  time,  which  it 
feems  had  been  apprehended  by  every  one  to  be 
particularly  dangerous. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  this  fettlement  had  alfo 
prepared  for  an  Indian  war,  having  erected  three 
ftockaded  forts,  into  which  they  had  thrown  them- 
felves,  their  wives,  and  families  ;  but  had  re- 
mained only  a  fhort  time  within  them,  and  had 
left  them  and  returned  to  their  refpective  habita- 
tions 
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tions  not  more  than  about  a  week  or  ten  days  be- 
fore my  arrival,  which  totally  diflipated  all  their 
remaining  apprehenfions  of  danger  or  diftruft. 

Almoft  every  houfe  in  the  whole  fettlement 
was  built  of  logs,  which  are  proof  againft  fmall 
arms,  but  being  covered  as  well  as  entirely  con- 
ftru&ed  of  wood,  nothing  could  be  more  eafy 
for  an  enemy  than  to  fet  them  on  fire,  which 
prevents  any  idea  or  defence  againft  fuch  num- 
bers as  might  be  able  to  approach  clofe  to 
them. 

The  three  ftockaded  forts  alfo,  though  intend- 
ed to  cover  the  country  againft  the  attacks  of  the 
Indians,  were  neither  calculated  for  that  pur~ 
pofe,  nor  indeed  were  they  tenable  againft  an 
enemy  of  the  lead  military  knowledge,  whofe 
power  or  force  might  enable  them  to  command 
the  open  country  ;  for  neither  of  the  forts  either 
communicated  with,  nor  lupported  the  other,  at 
leaft  what  they  intended  as  means  of  communi- 
cation and  fupport  defeated  the  very  purpofe  they 
expected  it  to  promote. 

The  impropriety  and  total  unfitnefs  of  thefe 
forts  as  places  of  defence  I  foon  convinced  Mr. 
Henderfon  of,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  princi- 
pal inhabitants,  and  pointed  out  a  commanding 
fpot  of  ground  to  ereft  a  fortification  on,  if  ever 
they  fhould  again  have  fuch  an  occafion  :  which 
was  indeed  abfolutely  neceffary,  in  their  fituation, 
for  every  reafon. 

It  was  a  peninfula,  containing  above  an  hun- 
dred acres  of  rich  low  land,  furrounded  with  the 
river  Kentucky,  and  a  large  creek,  on  three  fides, 
and  on  the  neck  of  the  peninfula,  or  r*ther  juft 
within  it,  there  was  a  remarkably  high  and  fteep 
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hill,  which  appeared  to  be  compofed  of  a  folid 
rock  very  flightly  covered  with  icil,  but  abun- 
dantly with  loofe  ftones. 

Juft  before  *he  neck  of  the  peninfula,  in  a 
fmall  circle  round  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  there 
was  a  large  morafs  or  fwamp,  broad,  deep  and 
miry,  which  was  covered  and  overflowed  with 
water,  after  heavv  rains,  as  well  as  during  the 
periodical  floods  of  the  Kentucky. 

In  (hort  nature  feemed  to  have  formed  this  com- 
manding eminence  for  a  mod  delightful  feat,  as 
well  as  for  the  purpofe  of  defence;  and  it  required 
but  very  little  afliftance  of  art  to  render  it  ex- 
tremely ftrong. 

Mr.'Henderfon  was  beyond  all  doubt  a  man  of 
a  vaft  and  enterprifing  genius  ;  he  nrght  be  an 
excellent  judge,  as  well  as  a  great  legifiator  ;  but 
he  was  certainly  not  at  all  calculated  tor  arms,  be- 
ing void  of  any  talents  that  way,  and  totally  defi- 
cient even  of  a  mil.tary  eye,  judgment,  or  difpo- 
fition. 

I  have  obferved  that  throughout  all  the  back 
country,  indeed  I  had  almoft  faid  throughout  all 
America,  there  feems  to  be  no  fuch  thing  as  any 
idea  ot  fubordination,  or  difference  ot  ranks  in 
life  ;  excepting  from  the  weaker  to  the  ftronger  ; 
and  from  the  flaves  to  the  whites. 

In  any  of  their  forts  it  was  all  anarchy  and  con- 
fufion,  and  you  could  not  difcover  what  perfon 
commanded,  for  in  hdi  no  perfon  did  actually 
command  entirely. 

This  total  want  of  fubcrdination  renders  the 
whole  country  particularly  d.fagreeable  to  Gran- 
gers, fuch  efpccially  as  have  been  accuftomed  to 
the  polifhed  intcrcourfc  of  Europe  ;   for  in  the 
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back-woods,  and  frontiers  efpecially,  there  is  no 
degree  of  infolence,  impertinence  and  rudenefs  but 
they  think  themfelves  justifiable  in  pra&ifing,  ei- 
ther to  one  another,  or  towards  fuch  as  may 
come  among  them,  and  in  a  manner,  as  well  as  to 
an  extent,  that  could  not  be  credited  by  Europeans, 
had  not  fo  many  feen  and  experienced  it. 

Mr.  Henderfon  had  epitomifed,  and  fimplified 
the  laws  of  England,  for  the  government  and  in- 
ternal police  of  his  fettlement. 

Magiftrates  were  chofen  by  the  inhabitants,  but 
with  his  approbation  ;  and  fuch  difputes  as  could 
not  be  decided  by  one  or  two  magiftrates  were  de- 
termined by  fomething  like  a  jury,  whofe  decifions 
were  alfo  regulated,  and  indeed  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  directed  likewife  by  Mr.  Henderfon  himfelf. 

Although  the  inhabitants  are  in  reality  a  rude, 
barbarous  and  unpolifhed  fet  of  men,  yet  you 
will  frequently  find  pleafure  in  their  converfa'cion  ; 
their  ideas  are  bold  and  fpirited,  but  their  fenti- 
ments  are  not  liberal. 

However,  they  are  certainly  a  fenfible,  enter- 
prifing,  hardy,  unpolifhed  race,  yet  open,  free 
and  hofpitable. 

Pufillanimoufnefs,  cowardice  and  mean  fpirit 
appear  not  there  ;  hitherto  they  have  not  reached 
fo  far,  and  as  yet  are  generally  confined  on  the 
eaft  of  the  mountains. 

In  our  rides  through,  and  around  this  fettle- 
tnent  we  vifited  the  confluence  of  the  Kentucky 
with  the  Ohio,  and  (trolled  for  many  miles  on  the 
banks  of  the  laft  mentioned  river  alfo. 

Near  the  confluence  is  the  place  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio  where  the  (keletons  of  nine  elephants, 
as  they  are  called,  though  many  fay  erroneoufly, 

were 
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were  difcovered ;  which  has  given  rife  to  fuch 
multitudes  of  conjectures  among  the  naturalifts 
and  philofophers,  without  one  ot  them  being  able 
to  account  for  this  very  Angular  and  extraordinary 
circumftance  in  a  manner  reconcilable  to  common 
lenfe  and  reafon. 

For  there  certainly  is  none  of  the  fpecies  (of 
elephants)  now  in  the  whole  continent  of  North 
and  South  America. 

It  has  been  lately  denied  that  they  are  the 
bones  of  elephants  ;  and  they  are  afferted  to  be 
the  bones  of  fome  other  very  large  animal,  of 
which  likewife  at  prelent  none  of  the  fpecies  is  to 
be  found. 

I  would  not  venture  to  pronounce  upon  my 
weak  judgment,  whether  they  are  the  bones  of 
elephants  or  not,  1  mean  thofe  few  that  I  faw 
there,  however  I  am  very  certain  that  they  are 
much  larger  than  belong  to  any  other  quadruped  in 
the  world,  that  1  ever  law  or  heard  of. 

But  to  what  ipecies  they  did  belong,  or  in 
what  manner  they  came  there,  is  mere  than  I  can 
undertake  to  afctriain,  01  even  to  guefs  at. 
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The  River s  Kentucky  and  Ohio.  Woods  and  Inch*' 
fures.  Game.  Wild  Beafls  and  Fijb  A  general 
Account  of  the  Indians.  Their  Character.  Dif- 
pofitions  and  Numbers. 

THE  breadth  of  the  Kentucky  at  the  conflu- 
ence is  between  three  and  four  hundred 
yards  ;  and  that  of  the  Ohio  between  eight  and 
nine  hundred  yards. 

The  low  ground  on  both  rivers  is  excellent  % 
on  the  Ohio  it  is  about  a  mile  wide  ;  on  the 
Kentucky  about  half  as  much. 

The  high  land  alfo  between  the  rivers  is  exceed- 
ingly rich,  and  of  a  reddifh  brown  colour,  with 
large  lofty  ftraight  timber. 

The  foil  of  the  low  grounds  is  a  very  dark 
brown,  almofl;  a  black. 

The  woods  confift  of  walnut,  poplar  yellow 
and  white,  red-bud,  hiccory,  faflafras,  wild 
cherry,  oaks  of  many  different  kinds,  fuch  as 
red  oak,  Spanifh  oak,  white-oak,  black  oak, 
fcrubby  oak  or  black-jacks,  chefnut-oak,  willow- 
oak,  and  live-oak,  maple,  black  gum,  fweet 
gum,  iycamore,  horn-beam,  dog-wood,  pine, 
chefnut,  beech,  holly,  maple,   cedar,  and  many 

other 
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other  kinds  peculiar  to  the  country,  all  or'  aa 
aftonifhing  fiZ'j,  eipecially  in  the  low  grounds, 
many  trees  being  twelve  and  fifteen  leet  dia- 
meter in  the  trunk. 

They  are  ufeful  in  America  for  many  purpofes ; 
for  houfes,  which  are  almoft  all  conftrucled,  :ind 
even  covered  entirely  with  wood;  as  alio  for  fen- 
ces and  inclofures,  thefe  being  all  ccimpofed  of 
what  is  called  there  fence  rails,  which  are  made 
out  of  trees  cut  or  iawed  into  lengths  of  eleven 
6f  twelve  feet,  which  again  ,a.re  mauled  or  fplit 
into  rails,  from /pur. to  fix  inches  thick. 

When  the  inclofure  is  formed,  thefe  rails  are 
laid  zig  zag  upon  each  other,  every  one  c rolling 
the  other  obliquely  at  each  end,  in  regular  fuccel- 
fion  and  erection,  for  ten  or  eleven  rails  in  height, 
then  fiakes'  are  put.againft  each,  corner  double 
acr'ots  .each  other,,  with  the  lower'  end  funk  a 
little  into' me  eartTi,  apd  a^ove  thefe  fbkes,  one, 
and  Tometimes  two  more  'rails,  are  hid,  which 
lock  up  the  whole,  and  keep  it  flc.dy  and 
firm. 

Thefe  inclpfures  are  generally  feven,  eight  and 
pine  feet  jh'ugt]*  and r'are  very  ftrongi  as  well  as 
convenient,^ as  they  can  be  removed  a\  any. time 
to  any  other  place  where'  'they  may  become,  more 
B.eceffar^,        .  .  ...      .  '  i 

Timber'alfc.  ferves  for  fuel,  tJs'nQ  other  is  made 
life  of,  all  over-  America. 

The  Ohio  here  has  two  banks  on  each  fide  ; 
when  the.(  r^ver  i§  low,  ti  e  waters  are  confined 
jvithin  the, loweft  bank.s.j  .a't  this  time  the  batteaux 
Come  up  the  ufeaip",  'wjiich  is  then  fmooth  and 
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But  when  the  periodical  floods  happen,  which 
are  always  twice  a  year,  the  river  is  then  fwelltd 
to  the  higheft  part  of  the  upper  barks,  and  runs 
with  much  greater  rapidity  and  force,  batteaux 
and  veffels  of  all  kinds  then  defcend  with  the 
ftream,  and  frequently  attain  the  diftance  of  an 
hundred  miles  a  day. 

At  fuch*  times,  fhips  of  fmall  burthen  might  go 
down  from  Pittfburg  to  New  Orleans,  &cc.  in 
the  greateft  fafety,  there  being  then  feldom  lefs 
than  twenty-five  feet  water. 

Thefe  laft  banks  the  river  very  feldom  or  ne- 
ver ovetflows,  therefore  the  land  is  little  liable  to 
be  flooded.  Fifh  are  innumerable  in  the  rivers 
her,  fuch  as  perch,  pike,  eels,  trout,  roch, 
fhads,  old-wives,  cat-fifh,  &c.  cVc.  very  fat, 
and  fo  aftonifh ingly  large,  credibility  is  endangered 
in  relating  it,  for  it  is  a  fa£r,  that  of  the  cat-fifh, 
lome  are  liom  twelve  to  eighteen  inches  between 
the  eye?,  ard  they  are  eafily  caught. 

Game  of  all  kinds  is 'alio  exceedingly  plenty  ; 
a  man  may  kill  fix  or  eight  deer  every  day, 
which  many  do  merely  for  their  fkins,  to  the 
great  injury  and  defrruSion  of  the  fpecies,  and 
to  the  prejudice  and  public  lofs  of  the  commu- 
nity at  large. 

Wild  turkeys,  very  large  and  fat,  are  almoff 
beyond  number,  fometimes  five  thoufand  in  a 
flock,  of  which  a  man  may  kill  j u ft  as  many  as 
he  pleafes. 

Elks  are  alfo  very  plenty,  as  well  as  racoons, 
cppoffurr.s,  foxes  and  wolves.  AH  thefe  are  found 
in  the  lefty  wcods,  while  in  the  favannahs  or 
meadows  buffaloes  abound.      And  on  the  rivers 

multi- 


UNITED   STATES   OF   AMERICA.  223 

multitudes  of  almoft  every  kind  of  water 
fowl. 

There  was  another  animal  that  particularly  en- 
gaged my  attention,  it  being  one  of  the  fame 
fpecies  that  formerly  I  juft  had  a  glimpfe  of 
among  the  rocks  at  the  falls  of  James  River,  when 
it  ftruck  me  with  the  ftrange  idea  of  its  refembling 
a  fiddle  with  feet. 

Thefe  animals  are  called  here  Tafapensy  and 
are  both  of  the  land  and  water  kinds.  They  are 
all  however  of  the  fpecies  of  the  turtle. 

One  kind  of  them  bites  very  fiercely  when  iri- 
cenfed,  and  keeps  his  hold  fo  tenacioufly  that  he 
will  fuffer  decapitation  before  he  quits  it  ;  thefe 
are  called  Snapping  Hurtles:  but  every  fpecies  of 
thefe  animals  is  lo  generally  and  perfectly  known 
as  to  need  no  particular  description  here. 

Some  of  them  however  are  extremely  beauti- 
ful, and  are  adorned  with  all  the  elegance  of 
the  brightefl  colouring,  and  the  moil  fanciful 
engravings,  or  lines  in  regular  and  exact  uni- 
formity ;  this  kind  is  perfectly  inoffenfive  and 
harmleis,  nor  are  they  larger  than  two  or  three 
pounds  weight. 

Thefe  animals  will  live,  it  is  faid,  for  feveral 
hundred  years.      [See  chap.  vii.  pages    30  and 

During  a  flay  of  fix  weeks,  I  made  many  ex- 
curfions  in  the  country  around,  and  fometimes 
went  very  ccnfiderablc  diflances,  fo  as  to  take  fe- 
veral days  in  going  and  returning  ;  r.nd  they 
were  chiefly  by  water,  on  the  Ohio,  and  its 
branches. 

Finding   every  thing  in  tranquillity,  and  the 
Indians  perfectly   quiet  and  friendly,  I  accom- 
L  4  paoicd 
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panied  a  Mr.  Mac  Gowan  to  one  of  the  Shawnefe 
towns,  and  another  time  to  one  of  the  neareft 
towns  of  the  Miniamis  or  Tweetwees. 

Both  thefe  excurfions  were  by  water  ;  and  I 
found  that  there  was  lcarcely  any  variety  in  the 
manner  of  living  and  cuftoms  of  the  different 
Indian  nations  or  tribes ;  for  feeing  one  nation 
will  enable  a  perfon  to  form  a  very  juft  and  exadl: 
judgment  of  all  the  reft. 

So  that  the  defcription  already  given,  of  the 
Catawba  Towns,  reduced  and  enervated  as  they 
are,  is  an  exaft  reprelentation  of  the  Shawnefe, 
Miniamis,  &rc.  as  well  as  every  other  nation  of 
thefe  kind  of  Indians.  [See  chap.  xxv.  page  123.] 

However,  fome  farther  general  obfervations  on 
the  di  fferent  tribes  and  nations  of  Indians  in  North 
America  may  not  be  unacceptable  here  ;  but  it 
is  rather  a  difficult  tafk  for  me  to  give  the  proper 
3nd  diftinft  account  of  every  different  nation,  and 
their  refpeclive  characters,  &c.  friendly  or  other- 
wife,  (their  general  character  and  difpcfitions,  as 
I  have  juft  remarked,  being  pretty  much  the 
lame),  being  not  only  unacquainted  with  their 
language,  but  having  never  been  longer  than  a 
few  days  together  in  their  towns  myfelf. 

So  what  I  relate  muft  confequently  be  chiefly 
from  the  information  of  others  ;  however  it  is 
from  fuch  authoriiy  as  I  judge  may  be  depended 
upon. 

The  general  character  of  the  Indians  is,  that 
they  are  crafty,  fenfible,  refolute,  very  fufpici- 
ous,  and  very  vindictive. 

An  Indian  will  travel  on  foot  five  hundred 
miles,  through  the  woods,  in  night  and  darknefs, 
fecreting  himfelf  during  the  day  to  revenge  an 

injury 
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injury  done  to  his  relation,  rr  to  any  one  of  his 
trihej'  iiftit  ' .  Aif'i'oi' ;  %n*. ''  «A  uiuo  Xsprip  *f  r 
-  -However  in  every  thing,  but  their  crticl  and 
revengeful  difpoGtion,  I  admire  and  refpeft  the 
real  character  of  the  native  uncivilized  and  uncor- 
rupted  Indians. 

-"Thtifr  fsntirrie-rtrs,  'with  all  the  difadvpntages 
gf  poof  inexprefiive  language,  and  of  what  Ss 
woiM'e,  a  flat,  duB,  and  de-riciem  interpretation,; 
contain  and  cdnye-y  the  moft  elevated,  nobta, 
Spirited,  and  juff.  ideas,  delivered  in  that  beau- 
tiful anrl  'elegant  Simplicity  and  allegorical  figures 
of  explanation,'  which  a'dd  dignity  and  grace  to 
the  Sublet.,1  and  are  ff>  -much  admired  in  tjve 
Bible  and  facred  Scriptures  of  the-  Christians,  in 
the  Jewifh  Talmud,  the  Mahometan  Alcoran, 
and  in  all  the  (Oriental  writings. 

Their  feniual  appetites  however  they  have  no 
great  'commarld  of,'  especially  inebriation,  which 
they  are  particularly  addicted  to. 

But  the  truth  is,  they  are  corrupted  by  the 
whites-, [  for  they  copy  after,  and  fall  into  cur 
vices.,  tfiefe  appearing  in  \ he  moft  confpicupus 
•point' of  View  ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  our  external 
'virtues  are  fo  fevj,  and  even  tbofe  fo  difficult  t<r 
it  discovered,  that  the  poor  Indians  cannot  dif- 
tiri^uim  any  of  rliern  to  follow  after. 

Th,ey  have  alfo  been  fo  treacheroufly  and  bar- 
bafrufly  maffacred  by  the  whites,  and  fo  often 
■deceived  by  {htm,  that  the  memory  thereof  is- 
"carefully  preferred,  and  handed  down  from  fa- 
ther to  fon,  in  order  to  keep  the  rifing  race 
Sufficiently  on  their  guard  agaiuil  pur  future 
Snares  and  treacherous  defigns. 

L  5  This- 
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This  I  look  upon  to  be  the  true  catrie  of 
the  great  caution,  and  complete  diflimulation 
the  Indians  are  become  fo  peife&ly  mailers 
of. 

Indeed  they  have  arrived  at  fo  eminent  a 
degree  of  duplicity,  and  difguifmg  their  fenti- 
ments  and  intentions,  that  without  the  afliftance 
of  the  arts  of  writing,  reading,  or  committing 
their  thoughts  and  tranfa&ions  to  record,  they 
far  excel  us  at  our  own  weapons  of  fubtilty, 
craft,  and  precaution. 

In  fhort  they  are  zealous  fteady  friends  ;  but 
rigorous  implacable  enemies,  until  fatisfa&ion  or 
reparation  be  made  them  for  the  injury  they  think 
they  have  fuftained. 

However  let  their  inclinations  at  this  prefent 
time  be  either  amicable  or  hoftile,  they  all  are 
not  now  fufficiently  powerful,  either  to  contend 
againfr.  the  whites  in  arms,  or  to  do  them  any 
other  material  injury. 

Whites  who  behave  to  them  with  uprightnefs 
and  affability  are  greatly  refpe&ed  by  them, 
and  obtain  an  amazing  influence  over  them. 

But  they  muft  firft  be  fufficiently  convinced 
of  the  integrity  and  difintereflednefs  of  the  per- 
fon  ;  after  which  they  are  more  at  the  com- 
mand of  fuch  a  man  than  of  one  of  their  own 
chiefs. 

Kings  they  have  none,  and  the  principal  mea. 
of  their  nation  become  fuch  by  their  merit  alone. 
Than  this  there  is  no  other  precedence,  or  differ- 
ence of  rank  among  Indians. 

They  enjoy  the  fweets  of  liberty  and  freedom 
m  the  trueft  fenfe,  and  certainly  are  not  guilty  of 

the 
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the  many  iniquitous  and  fcandalous  vices  that 
difgiace  Chrifiianity  and  Europeans. 

Their  numbers  on  this  fide  the  Mifltlfippi  are 
confiderable. 

From  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Lakes  of 
Canada  inclufive,  it  is  computed  there  m  iy  be 
about  thirty-five  thoufand  warriors. 

Beyond  the  Mifliffippi  they  are  much  more 
numerous,  and  many  people,  that  have  tra- 
velled there,  fay  they  are  very  open  and  hofpi- 
table. 

The  little  intercourfe  between  them,  in  that 
difiant  country,  and  Europeans,  renders  them 
le!s  fufpicious,  lefs  fubtle  and  defigning,  and 
not  fo  cruel  and  vindictive  as  thofe  on  the  east- 
ern fide  of  that  extenfive  river,  whole  greater 
experience,  communication  and  t  ran  factions  with, 
the  whites  produce  thole  pernicious  effects.  A 
reproach  more  fevere  upon  us  than  on  them. 

Here  I  mud  beg  leave  to  make  one  particular 
oblervation  ;  left,  from  what  has  been  faid,  it 
fhould  be  thought  that  the  Indians  have  a  parti- 
cular diflike  to  Europeans  more  than  to  the 
whites  born  in  America  ;  but  the  very  reverfe  of 
this  is  the  truth,  for  it  is  the  white  natives 
of  the  country  that  the  Indians  have  the  greatcft 
averfion  to,  and  by  whom  they  have  been  fo 
ofren  mofi  treacheroufly  and  barbaroufly  tiled. 

The  white  Americans  alio  have  the  mofi  ran- 
corous antipathy  to  the  whole  race  of  Indians  ; 
and  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  hear  them 
talk  of  extirpating  them  totally  from  the  face  of 
the  earth,  men,  women,  and  children. 

Tie 
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The  Indians  indeed  do  not  appear  to  entertain 
any  diflike  to  the  Britifh  or  French,  I  mean 
thofe  that  are  natives  of  Europe  ;  nor  have  the 
real  Britifh  or  French  any  particular  averfion  to 
ihem,  as  the  Britifh  Americans  have. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP  XL1V. 


A  Lift  of  the  Names  of  all  the  different  Indian 
Nations  on  the  Continent  of  North-America, 
with  their  Situations,  and-  the  number  cf  Gun- 
men or  Warriors  in  each  nation. 


THE   names  of  the  different  Indian  Nation 
in  North  America,   with  the  numbers  of 
their  fighting  men,    from  the  beft  authority  I 
have  been  able  to  collect,  are  as  follow  : 

Namss  of  the  Nations.  Situation.  Warrior'. 

The  Cho&aws  or  Flatheads  ~)  On  the  Mo-  4500 

The  Natches                     C      bile    and  150 

The  Chickefaws                J      Mifliffippi  -50 

The  Cherokees,  behind  South-Carolina  2500 
The    Catawbas,     between    North  and 

South-Carolina  - 
The  Piantias,  a  wandering  tribe  on  both 

fides  of  the  Mifliffippi  -  .  800 
The  Kafquafquias,  or  Illinois  in  general,  on 

the  Illinois  river,  and  between  the  Oua- 

bache  and  the  Mifliffippi      -  600 

The    PiankifhawsT  250 

The  Ouachtenons  >      On  the  Ouabache  400 

The  Kikapous      J  -500 

The  Shawnefe,  on  the  Siotto        -       -  500 

The 


150 
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Names  of  the  Nations.  Situations.  Warriors. 

The  Delawares,  on  the  weft  of  the  Ohio  300 
The  Miamis,  on  the  Mifamis  river  fall-  7 

ing  into  Lake  Erie  and  the  Mmiamis )  35° 
The  upper  Creeks,  back  of  Georgia  ") 
The  Middle    Creeks,    behind  Weft-/ 

Florida  f  4000 

The  lower  Creeks,    in  Eaft-Florida,  J 
The   Caouitas,  on  the  eaft  of  the  river 

Alibamous  -  -  -  700 

The  Alibamous,  on  the  weft  of  the  Ali- 
bamous -  -  600 
The  Akanfaws,  on  the  Akanfaw  river  fall- 
ing into  the    Mifliffippi  on  the  weft 
fide         -                                       -  2000 
The  Ajoues,  north  of  the  MifTouri  1000 
The  Pac'doucas,  weft  of  the  Miflifllppi  500 
The  white  Panis              1     South  of  2000 
The  freckled  or   pricked  >-  the 

Panis  j     MifTouri  2000 

The  Canfes  }   South  of  1600 

The  Ofages  >       the  600 

The  Grandes  Eaux  j    MifTouri  1000 

The  MifTouri,  upon  the  river  MifTouri  3000 
The  Siouz  of  the  woods')  towards  the  1800 
The  Sioux    of   the  mea-  >  heads  of  the 

dows  )  Miflifiippi  25CO 

The  Blancs,   Barbu?,    or   white  Indians 

with  beards         -  -  1500 

The  Afiiniboils      1  far  north  near  the  lakes  1500 
The  Chriftaneaux  )  °f  the  fame  name  3000 
The  Ouifeonfins,  Puads  on  a  river  of  that 
name  that  falls  into  the   Miffifh>pi  in 
the  eaft  fide  -        -        -       -  550 
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Names  of  the  Nations.  Situation.  Wari 


The  Mafcoutens  50a 

The  Sakis               >  South  of  Puans  Bay  400 

The  Mechecouakis  )  250 

Folle  Avoine,  or  the  1  350 

Wildoat  Indians      /Near  Pucans  Bay 

The  Pucans  J  700 
The   Powtewatamis ;    near .  St.  Jofeph's 

River,  and  Detroit         -  350 
The  MefTefagues,  or  River  Indians,  be- 
ing wandering  tribes  on  the  Lakes  Hu- 
ron and  Superior       -  2000 
The  Ottahwas  \  Near  the  lakes  Superior  900 
The  Chipwas  3      antl  Michigan  5000 
The  Wiandots,  near  Lake  Erie       -  300 
The  Six  Nations,  or  as  the  French  call 
them,  the  Iroquois,  on  the  frontiers  of 
New-York,  &c.       -       -       -       -  1 500 
The   Round-headed   Indian?,     near  the 

head  of  the  Ottahwa  River           -  2500 

The  Algonquins,  near  the  above  300 

The  Nipiffins,  near  the  above  alio  400 

The  Chalas             ^       t               i  j-  I  V> 

,  m,     »      nn  /  ot.  I-aurence  Indian?,  •* 

1  he  Amaliltes          (             ,     ,     ,-  vr  SSO 

n,u    ,,.  ,        ,         >  on  the  back  ot  Nova-  7* 

1  he  Michmacks      1  c          „  700 

'ru    au                  \  Scotia,  &c.  ' 

I  he  Abenaquis        J  350 

The  Conawaghrunas,  near  the  falls  of  St. 

Lewis       -                  -           -  200 


Total  amount  5^,93^ 


This 
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This  being  the  whole  number  of  men  fit  for 
bearing  arms,  from  hence  we  may  be  enabled 
to  form  fome  idea  of  the 'number  of  all  the 
Indian  inhabitants,  men,  women  and  children, 
on  the  continent  of  North  America  ;  which  cal- 
culation, however,  I  am  ready  to  confels  can  be 
but  rather  a  vague  conjecture. 

There  being  fifty-eight,  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty  warriors,  it  is  c  mputed  that  about 
one -thud  of  the  fame  number  more  are  old 
men  unfit  for  bearing  arms,  which  makes  the 
number  of  males  come  to  maturity  amount  to 
about  eighty-eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
feventy  ;  and  multiplied  by  fix  will  produce 
five  hundred  and  thirty-one  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  twentv,  which  I  confider  as  the 
whole  number  of  fouls,  viz.  men,  women  and 
children,  of  all  the  Indian  nations  that  are 
come  in  any  degree  within  our  knowledge 
throughout  the  continent  of  North  America. 

It  is  a  mod  melancholy  confideratton  to  re- 
flect, that  thefe  few  are  -all  that  remain  of  the 
many  millions  of  natives,  or  aboriginal  inhabi- 
tants with  which  this  vaft  continent  was  peo- 
pled when  firft  difcovered  by  the  Whites;  and 
that  even  thefe  will  foon  be  extinct  and  totally 
annihilated,  confidering  the  amazingly  rapid  de- 
population they  have  hitherto  experienced,  fince 
that  (to  them)  fatal  period,  or  sera  of  the  firft 
arrival  of  the  whites  in  America. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XLV. 


heaves  Kentucky,  Sail  down  the  Ohio.  The  Falls 
of  the  Ohio.  Agreeable  Companions.  Enter  the 
MiJpJJippi,  and  proceed  down  that  River.  Meet 
Jome  Chickefaws.  Their  fine  Horfes.  A  gallant 
Nation.  Attacked  by  a  va/l  Superiority  of  French 
and  Indians.  Defeat  them.  Their  Origin.  Their 
Cavalry. 

ABOUT  fix  weeks  after  my  arrival  at 
Kentucky  two  gentlemen  from  .Virginia,  on 
a  tour  from  thence  to  New  Orleans,  called  to 
view  the  fettlemtnt. 

They  came  from  Pittfburg,  by  water,  in  a. 
very  fine  batteau  which  they  had  purchaled,  and 
intended  to  proceed  in  the  fame  manner  down  the 
Ohio  and  Mifiifiippi,  being  furnifhed  with  letters 
of  recommendation  to  the  Spanifh  governor  of 
New  Orleans,  &c. 

Having  remained  along  with  us  at  Mr.  Hen- 
derlon's  fome  days,  I  difcovered  them  to  be  un- 
commonly fenfible  intelligent  perfons,  poffefling 
an  extraordinary  fhare  of  genius,  fpirit  and  en- 
terprize,  and  was  not  difficul  to  be  perfuaded 
to  accompany  them  in  their  batteau  to  New 
Orleans. 

For  I  promifed  myfelf  abundance  of  fatisfac- 
tion  and  gratification  in  this  voyage  down  the 
Ohio  and  Mifliflippi. 

Befides 
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Befides  I  had  been  fo  over-fatigued  in  my  jour- 
ney here,  over  the  mountains,  that  I  abfolutely 
dreaded  the  thoughts  of  returning  in  the  fame 
manner. 

For  thefe  reafons  I  embraced  this  offer  with 
great  pleafure,  and  after  returning  Mr.  Hen- 
derfon,  and  feveral  other  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  Kentucky,  many  thanks  for  their  civility 
and  hofpitable  entertainment,  I  embarked  on  board 
Mr.  Wood's  and  Mr.  Lewis's  batteau,  along  with 
my  young  favage  whom  I  brought  from  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  Alegany  Mountains. 

This  young  man,  whole  name  was  William 
Fortune,  folicited  me  molt  earneftly  for  per- 
miflion  to  attend  me  this  voyage,  which  I  very 
readily  granted,  having  hitherto  found  him  of 
great  ufe  to  me  in  every  refpect,  and  an  excel- 
lent hunter  and  woodfman. 

In  both  thefe  offers  I  confidered  myfelf  ex- 
tremely fortunate.  Firft  in  my  attendant,  whole 
fidelity  I  had  already  experienced  ;  and  next  in 
the  company  of  thefe  gentlemen  who  appeared 
equally  gratified  by  having  fucceeded  in  perfuading 
me  to  undertake  the  voyage,  and  in  being  able  to 
furnifh  me  with  very  tolerable  accommodations. 

My  prefent  companions  and  fellow-travellers 
were  two  gentlemen,  the  firft  namtd  James 
Wood,  efq.  who  was  member  of  the  affembly  of 
Virginia  for  the  county  of  Frederick,  was  young, 
active  and  vigorous,  was  frank,  open  and  com- 
municative in  his  difpofition,  and  poffeffed  a  de- 
gree of  candour  and  liberality  of  fentiment,  that 
rendered  his  acquaintance  valuable  in  the  higheil 
degree  ;  the  other  was  Charles  Lewis,  of  Au- 
eufta  county  in  Virginia,  efa.  fcarcely  inferior  to 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wood  in  every  eftimable  qualification  and 
defert. 

They  had  two  Chickefaw  Indians,  and  three 
white  men  in  their  batteau,  and  as  they  juft  want- 
ed one  man  more  to  complete  their  number,  my 
fervant  fupplied  the  place. 

However,  although  I  now  call  this  man  my 
fervant,  yet  he  himfelf  never  would  have  fubmit- 
ted  to  fuch  an  appellation,  although  he  mod 
readily  performed  every  menial  office,  and  indeed 
any  fervice  I  could  defire  ;  yet  fuch  is  the  info- 
lence,  folly,  and  ridiculous  pride  of  thofe  ignorant 
back-woods  men,  thet  they  would  conceive  it  an 
indelible  difgrace  and  infamy  to  be  ftyled  fervants, 
even  to  his  Majeffy,  notwithstanding  they  will 
gladly  perform  the  loweft  and  mod  degrading  fer- 
vices  for  hire. 

At  the  dawn  of  day  on  the  nineteenth  of  July 
we  left  the  Kentucky,  and  had  a  very  pleafant 
voyage  down  the  Ohio  and  MifTifiippi,  if  one  can 
give  that  appellation  to  fuch  a  one,  where  we  flept 
every  night  on  tera  firma,  or  at  the  more  in  our 
batteau. 

We  pnfTcd  by  the  mouth  of  a  multitude  of  fine 
rivers,  and  feme  of  vaft  magnitude,  that  empty 
themfelves  into  the  Ohio  and  M ifliflippi. 

On  our  right  were  the  mighty  rivers  Ouabache, 
or  St.  Jerome's,  and  Buffaloe  River,  btfides  a 
great  many  inferior  in  fize,  whofe  names  we  could 
not  difcover,  that  run  into  the  Ohio  before  the 
confluence  thereof  with  the  Miflifllppi. 

On  the  left,  the  following  rivers  empty  them- 
felves info  it,  viz.  Rotten  or  Bear  Creek,  Reedy 
River,  the1  prodigious  tiver  Cherokee  or  Hogo- 

hegee, 
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hegee,  Muddy  River,  Deep  Cretk,  befides  many 
letter  ones. 

As  we  (ailed  down  the  Mifliflippi,  on  our  right 
were  the  rivers  La  Sonde,  Aux  Prunes,  Metchi- 
gamias  Lake  or  River,  the  river  St.  Francis,  the 
White  River,  the  river  Sotouis  or  Akanfas,  Red 
River,  Piakemines  River,  befides  a  vaft  number 
of  others,  fome  of  a  prodigious  extent,  as  well 
as  many  inferior  ones,  whole  names  we  never 
heard. 

And  on  the  kft  fide  were  the  Kaflcinompa,  the 
Chickefaw,  Prudhomme  River,  Magectty  River, 
or  Margot  River,  Bayouc  River,  Soto  , River, 
Yaflbus  River,  Tioux  River,  Petit  Gouffre  Ri- 
ver, Little  River,  and.  the  Ibbcrville  which 
fcarcely  deferves  the  name,  of  a  river,  and  is  only 
known  by  being  the  Eaftern  boundary  of  the 
Spaniards,  forming  the.  ifhimj  of ,  New  Orleans, 
whofe:  territory,  frcm  the  Ibberville  Southward 
includes  both  banks  of  the  Mifliflippi  ;  befides  a 
multitude  of  ,water-courfe6, whofe  very  names  we 
could  net  poflibly  learn.. 

The  day  afttr  we  left  Kentucky  we  paflVd  the 
falls  of  the  Ohio  very  fafely^  by  keeping  well  over 
on  the  right  or  npit^-weftein .  fhove,  for  thefe 
falls  are  by  no  means  dangerous  ;.  and  after  we 
had  pafled  them  we  obferved  the,  law  grounds  on 
each  fide  of  the  river  wjden.  very  confidarably,  as 
well  as  the  river  itftlf,  until  we  entered  the  Mif- 
fiflippi,  where  the  land  is  (o  low  that  it  is  fubject 
to  frequent  inundations. 

After  we  had  got  Ipme.  diftance  down  the 
Mifliflippi,  the.  high  land,,  and  .  I'ometimes  ti  e 
.mountains  approached  the  river,  fo  as  to  render 
the  low  grounds  o>i  cch  fide  very  narrow,  which 

however 
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however  were  luxuriantly  rich  and  fertile,  even 
beyond  a  pofiibility  of  description. 

There  are  hkewife  iflands  in  many  places,  and 
fome  ot  them  almoft  covered  with  reeds. 

As  we  dtfeended  the  ftream  of  the  Miififlippi  we 
obferved  feveral  lakes,  or  as  they  are  termed  here 
Lagunejf  fometimes  on  one  fide,  fometimes  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river. 

Thefe  lagunes  generally  had  vaft  quantities  of 
large  reeds  growing  round  the  edges  ;  and  within 
them  there  were  thoufands  of  water  fowl  of  eve- 
ry fpecies. 

Although  there  was  no  difficulty  in  killing  mul- 
titudes of  them,  yet  it  was  almoft  impolfible  to 
get  them,  because  of  the  reeds,  which  rendered 
that  part  of  the  lagune,  where  they  were,  almoft 
inacceflible. 

Thefe  lagunes  were  formed  by  the  vaft  body  of 
water,  that  comes  down  in  the  annual  periodical 
floods,  forcing  its  way  acrofs  the  necks  of  many 
different  peninlulas  formed  by  the  extreme  crooked, 
and  meandering  courfe  of  the  Mifllflippi,  and  di- 
verting the  channel  of  the  river  itfelf,  from  its 
old  direction  around  the  peninfula,  to  this  new 
one  acrofs  the  neck  of  it,  by  which  means  the 
place  where  the  river  formerly  flowed  becomes 
a  large  lake  of  ftanding  water,  here  denominated 
a  lagune. 

One  day  while  we  were  on  fhore  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Yaffous,  a  placid,  beautiful,  and  noble 
river,  a  fmall  hunting  party  ot  the  Chickefaws 
came  up  to  us,  and  at  the  rcqueft  of  our  two 
Chickefaw  Indians,  as  well  as  the  others,  we  re- 
mained there  two  days  along  with  them. 

The 
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The  Chickefaws  are  a  very  brave  and  refpe  Sta- 
ble nation,  not  for  their  numbers,  for  they  are 
few,  but  for  their  virtue,  and  unconquerable 
fpirit. 

They  are  alfo  remarkably  handfome,  and  what 
is  very  lingular,  have  a  beautiful  breed  of  horfes 
amongft  them,  which  they  carefully  preferve  un- 
mixed. 

The  Chickefaws,  it  is  faid,  and  I  make  no 
doubt  of  the  fa£t,  came  originally  from  South 
America,  having  travelled  acrofs  the  continent  for 
upwards  of  two  thoufand  miles,  and  brought 
thefe  horfes  along  with  them,  which  are  of  the 
breed  of  that  much  admired  kind  called  Spanifh 
gennets,  having  long  fince  taken  them  from  the 
Spaniards. 

There  is  no  Indian  nation  on  the  continent  of 
North  America  near  fo  handfome  as  the  Chicke- 
faws.   The  Hurons  come  next  them  in  beauty. 

The  Chickefaw  nation  have  always  been  fteady 
friends  and  allies  to  Britain,  and  their  fidelity  was 
never  fhaken,  although  the  French  have  often 
attempted  it,  by  promifes,  threats,  and  the  moft 
formidable  attacks  with  a  force  confiderably  more 
than  four  times  the  number  of  all  the  warriors  in 
the  Chickefaw  nation,  either  to  detach  them  from 
the  interefl:  of  Great  Britain  or  to  cut  them  en- 
tirely off. 

In  the  former  war,  while  the  French  were  in 
pofluflion  of  Canada,  they  detached  about  fix 
hundred  and  filty  regular  troops,  and  more  than 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  Indians  from  Canada 
and  Illinois,  againft  this  final],  but  heroic  commu- 
nity, for  the  avowed  purpofe,  and  with  pofitive 

orders, 
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orders,  of  completing  a  total  conqueft,  and  even 
extirpation  of  the  whole  Chickefaw  nation. 

They  fet  out  on  this  expedition  with  all  the  fe- 
crecy  and  confidence  of  fuccefs  imaginable,  at 
leaft  in  their  own  minds ;  but  they  little  confi- 
dered  what  fort  of  men  they  were  going  to  at- 
tack, and  foon  found  by  dire  experience,  that  no 
fuperiority  in  numbers  is  equal  to  a' determined  va- 
lour and  innate  heroifm  ;  for  the  whole  detach- 
ment was  totally  defeated,  the  French  regulars 
being  almoft  to  a  man  cut  off,  and  the  Indians, 
their  allies  faved  only  a  fmall  proportion  of  their 
number,  by  a  precipitate  flight,  leaving  behind 
them  multitudes  of  wounded  and  (lain. 

This  was  the  laft  formidable  attack  made  on 
the  Chickefaw  nation,  either  by  the  French,  or 
the  northern  Indians  ;  for  there  always  has  been 
a  rooted  enmity  between  the  northern  and  fouthern 
Indians,  who  have  been  almoft  perpetually  at  war 
with  each  other,  without  any  real,  and  indeed 
without  any  oftenfible  caufe. 

But  the  Chickefaws  have  always  been  diftin- 
guifhed  for  their  gallant  actions,  and  feats  of  the 
higheft  heroifm,  which  has  rendered  them,  even 
individually,  to  be  particularly  refpected  through- 
out all  the  nations  of  North  America. 

For  which  reafon  Chickefaw  guides  are  more 
fought  after,  and  are  much  more  ferviceable  than 
thofe  of  any  other  nation. 

For  although  their  language  is  not  commonly 
made  ufe  of  in  any  nation  but  their  own,  yet  it 
is  underftood  by  all,  and  among  Indians  is  confidered 
as  the  language  of  politenefs  and  univerfality. 

Another  fingularity  that  feems  to  be  peculiar  to 
this  nation  is,  their  frequently  going  out  to  meet 

their 
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their  enemies  on  horfeback,  which,  with  their  very 
fine  horfes  that  they  take  fuch  delight  in,  renders 
them  in  fac"fc  a  nation  of  cavalry. 

This  inded  is  the  cafe  with  no  other  nation 
either  in  North  or  Sou  h  America,  unlefs  we  ex- 
cept the  Patagonians,  thofe  men  of  vaft  and  un- 
commonly large  ftature,  lately  difcovered  by 
admiral  Byron,  and  the  other  circumnavigators, 
&c  on  the  coaff.  of  Patagonia,  near  the  ftrc-ights 
of  Magellan. 


C  H  A  P- 


UNITED   STATES   Of  AMERICA.  2^1 


CHAP.  XLVI. 


Leave  Vajfous.     Arrive  at  Notches.     Proceed  to 
New  Orleans.       French  Inhabitants  averfe  to 
SpaniJJj  Government.    Injurreflion  quelled.  Ear- 
nejlly  wiJJj  for  British  Liberty.    Number  of 
Families  in  New  Orhans  and  Louiftana. 

ON  the  third  morning  we  fet  out  froqn  Yaf- 
fous  River,  on  our  voyage  down  the 
Mtffiflippi,  after  taking  an  affectionate  leave  of 
our  friendly,  and  as  we  really  found  them,  hof- 
pitable  Chickefaws. 

We  met  with  nothing  very  material  nor  inte- 
refting  until  we  arrived  at  the  Natches,  which 
we  did  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  being  juft  thirty- 
two  days  from  the  time  we  left  Kentucky. 

Here  we  ftaid  three  days,  and  in  that  time  re- 
ceived many  civilities  and  marks  of  kindnels  from 
Major  Fields  and  Mr.  L.  Claiborne,  who  were 
fettled  on  very  fine  and  valuable 'plantations,  up- 
on the  banks  of  the  Miffiffippi,  having  come  there 
from  Virginia,  of  which  colony  they  were  alfo 
natives  ;  and  we  really  found  them  to  be  very  en- 
tertaining, fenfible  and  enterprifing  men. 

From  Natches  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage  on 
the  fourth  morning,  and  arrived  at  New  Orleans 
in  four  days,  being  on  the  27th  of  Auguft. 

Vol.  I,  M  Herr 


242  A  TOUR.  IN  THE 

Here  we  found  almoft  all  the  inhabitants  were 
French  ;  very  few  of  them  even  understanding 
the  Spanifh  language  ;  and  they  entertained  the 
mofl  rooted  and  implacable  avcrfion  to  the  Spa- 
nifh nation  and  government,  as  well  as  a  flrong 
predilection  for  the  Britifh. 

As  a  proof  of  this,  although  there  is  a  penalty 
incurred,  by  proclamation  of  the  Spanifh  Gover- 
nor, of  four  hundred  or  five  hundred  dollars,  for 
even  admitting  a  Britifh  fubje£r.  into  one  of  their 
houfes,  unlets  they  immediately  make  govern- 
ment acquainted  with  it,  yet  they  make  no  fcru- 
ple  nor  difficult)  of  receiving  any  Englifhman,  and 
entertaining  him  in  the  mod  generous  and  hofpi- 
table  manner  openly  ;  at  the  fame  time  taking 
care  to  enhance  the  eflimation  of  their  kind  re- 
ception, by  making  him  acquainted  with  the 
rifque  they  run,  and  the  penalty  they  incur  the 
forfeiture  of  thereby. 

This  is  the  general  practice  in  the  ifland  of 
New  Orleans,  at  fome  di fiance  from  the  town, 
■which  however  being  the  feat  of  government,  and 
being  alfo  occupied  with  a  Spanifh  garrifon,  it 
would  be  impoffible  for  the  French  inhabitants  to 
■fulfil  fuch  hofpitable  intentions  and  purpofes  there- 
in vvith  fafety. 

They  were  at  this  time  extremely  mortified, 
humbled  and  intimidated  by  a  circumftance  that 
had  occurred  but  a  lhort  time,  at  lead  but  a  few 
years  before  our  arrival. 

Soon  after  the  territory  of  New  Orleans  had 
been  ceded  by  France  to  Spain,  the  French  in- 
habitants afTembled  together,  in  a  large  body,  on 
the  thirtieth  of  October,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fixty-eight,  determined  to  expel 
1     J  Don 
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Don  Antonio  d'Uloa  the  Spanifli  Governor,  and 
all  the  other  Spanifli  officers  ;  accordingly  on  the 
fecond  of  November  they  fent  them  on  board  a 
large  Spanifli  fliip  in  the  harbour,  with  orders  to 
leave  the  ifland  immediately. 

Previoufly  to  the  above  exploit  they  confined 
M.  Aubry  who  was  Commandant  while  the  place 
belonged  to  France. 

The  occafion  was,  the  Spaniards  wanting  to 
introduce  their  commercial  regulations,  which  the 
inhabitants  refufed  to  fubmit  to,  and  declared 
they  would  be  either  French  or  Britifh  lubjects, 
but  never  would  confent  to  be  Spanifli. 

The  Governor  and  the  reft  of  the  Spanifli  Offi- 
cers failed  for  the  Havannah,  and  left  in  the  har- 
bour a  Spanifli  frigate  with  the  marines,  not  in  a 
condition  to  put  to  fea,  and  two  bolbges  for 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  French. 

Four  of  the  principal  inhabitants  embarked 
foon  afterwards  10  lay  a  reprefent.ition  of  their 
affairs  before  the  Court  of  France,  and  folicit  re- 
drefs  of  their  grievances. 

Things  continued  in  this  condition  for  fome 
time,  but  at  laft  General  Count  O'Reilev,  a  brave 
experienced  officer  of  Irifh  defcent,  [who  claims 
the  ifland  of  Jamaica  in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  lord 
proprietor  when  the  Spaniards  poffefled  it,)  was 
ordered  there  by  the  Court  of  Madrid,  and  landed 
at  New  Orleans,  with  three  thouland  Spaniards, 
and  three  or  four  (hips  of  war. 

The  inhabitants  then  immediately  ftibmittcd  ; 
and  General  O'Reiley  ord.red  thirty  of  t he  lead- 
ing men  in  this  affair  to  be  executed,  and  con- 
fifcated  the  eftates  of  about  two  hundred  moic. 

This  feverity  reftrained  their  action?,  but  can- 
rot  command  the  will. 

M  2  At 
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At  this  time  fo  great  is  their  defire  to  be  tinder 
Britifh  government,  and  fo  general,  fo  hearty, 
fo  rooted  is  their  dctcftation  to  that  of  Spain,  that 
only  a  dozen  or  two  of  Britons,  of  fpirit  and  en- 
terprize,  would  be  able  to  wreft  all  that  country 
from  the  Spaniards  ;  as  the  inhabitants  are  all 
French,  excepting  thegarrifon  which  confifts  only 
oF  a  handful  of  lazy,  proud,  miferable  Spaniards, 
■who  defpife  the  French  fettlers  as  cordially  as 
they  themfelves  are  hated  by  them  in  return. 

At  this  time  there  would  be  nothing  wanting  or 
necefTary  but  to  erect  the  ftandard  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  French  inhabitants  would  one 
and  all  fupport  it  ;  fo  much  do  they  wifh  for 
Britifh.  liberty,  and  to  fuch  a  degree  do  they  de- 
left the  arbitrary  government  of  Spain. 

The  number  of  families  in  the  town  and  ifland 
of  New  Orleans,  and  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
MiffifGppi,  may  amount  to  twelve  thoufand  at 
leaft,  all  of  whom  are  thus  averfe  to  be  governed 
by  the  Spaniards, 
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CHAP.   XL  VII. 

Dangerous  Alligators.  Vafl  Fertility  of  the  Soil. 
Spanifo  Beards.  Wait  on  the  Governor.  New 
Orleans.  Great  Dijlrejfes  of  fame  Englifi  and 
French  imprifoned  by  the  Spaniards  in  New 
Mexico.  Vaji  Flocks  of  Cattle  and  Horfes. 
Extenjive  Savannahs.  A  Good  Priejl.  Leave 
New  Orleans.  Arrive  at  Manchac.  Coafl 
along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Mobile,  Penfacola, 
Apa/achicola,  cjf c. 

IN  the  river  Miffiffippi,  and  on  the  banks, 
are  many  very  lingular  appearances. 
In  the  river,  and  in  the  creeks,  rivulets  and 
wAter-courfes  falling  into  it,  efpecially  near 
the  mouth,  are  large  dangerous  animals  na- 
med alligators,  from  ten  to  eighteen  feet 
and  upwards  in  length  ;  they  are  a  fpecies  of 
the  crocodile,  and  equally,  if  not  more  dan- 
gerous than  thofe  of  the  river  Nile  in  Egypt ; 
thefe  alfo  devouring  men,  oxen,  or  whatever 
elfe  they  can  get  within  their  horrid  jaws,  in 
that  crafty  fubtle  manner,  fo  often  defcribed 
already  in  different  authors. 

Thefe  render  it  dangerous  to  flcep  in  open 
hatteaux  on  the  Mifliffippi,  and  on  this  ac- 
count travellers  are  obliged  to  lie  on  fhore 
every  night,  near  to  a  large  fire,  which 
always  prevents  the  approach  of  any  beafts  of 

prey.        _  . 

On  this  river  the  foil  is  fo  extremtiy  rich* 
and   fo    luxuriantly    fertile,     that    reeds  grow 
JVI  3  even. 
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even  on  the  high  land  ;  a  circumftancc  that 
I  believe  is  not  to  be  paralleled  any  where 
elfe  in  the  univerfe. 

The  grand  culture  and  ftaple  here  being  in- 
digo, this  amazing  fertility  of  the  foil  not 
only  produces  larger  crops  thereof  than  are  ob- 
tained from  equal  quantities  of  ground  in  any 
other  land  or  country,  but  alfo  enhances  the 
value  of  the  quality  of  it,  which  is  always 
greater  according  to  the  fuperior  richnefs  and 
depth  of  the  foil. 

Another  very  lingular  and  finking  appear- 
ance is  a  kind  of  mofs,  in  long  and  nume- 
rous filaments,  here  called  Spanifo  Beards, 
which  hang  in  prodigious  quantities,  impend- 
ing in  hoary  majefty  from  all  the  large 
branches  of  the  lofty  oaks,  fometimes  touch- 
ing the  very  ground. 

Thefe  convey  a  venerable  idea  of  vaft  anti- 
quity, andftrike  the  mind  with  an  awe,  and  a  fen- 
fat  ion  of  reverential  regard  that  can  fcarcely  be 
defcribed. 

This  has  alfo  its  ufes,  being  extremely  fervice- 
able  and  convenient  to  make  our  beds  when  we 
fieep  in  the  woods  :  and  it  is_clean,  foft,  agreeable, 
and  abundant. 

The  town  of  New  Orleans  is  fituated  on  the 
eaftern  banks  of  the  Miffiffippij  about  ninety  miles 
above  Cape  Laos  or  Mud-Cape,  where  that  river 
falls  into  the  gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  banks  of  the  river  are  fo  perpendicular, 
and  the  water  is  fo  deep,  that  a  fhip  of  any  bur- 
then may  lay  her  broadfide  to  the  bank,  to  load 
and  unload,  and  is  moored  by  a  cable  fattened  to 
the  trees  on  the  fhore. 

The  river  is  above  a  thoufand  yards  wide,  and  the 
current  runs  all  downwards,  as  the  tide  does  not 

reach 
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reach  near  the  town  :  indeed  the  tide  is  fcarcely 
perceived  at  all  within  the  mouth  of  this  aflonifh- 
ing  river,  whofe  Waters,  eipecially  during  the  pe- 
riodical floods,  may  be  diftinguifhed  in  the  gulf  of 
Mexico  for  many  leagues,  fome  fay  above  an  hun- 
dred miles  out  at  fea. 

-  The  ftreets  of  New  Orleans  are  laid  out  in  rect- 
angular directions,  the  houfes  are  generally  only 
one  ftory  high,  yet  many  of  them  pretty  good, 
and  they  may  amount  in  number  to  three  or  fouF 
hundred. 

The  ifland  of  New  Orleans  is  generally  pretty 
good  land,  and  all  of  it  very  low  and  flat. 

It  is  about  an  hundred  and  eighty  or  ninety  miles 
in  length,  but  not  more  thaw  five  miles  from  navi- 
gable water  at  any  place  throughout  the  whole  of 
it. 

On  the  very  next  day  after  our  arrival  at  New 
Orleans,  Mr.  Woodj  Mr.  Lewis  and  I  waited 
on  the  Spanifh  Governor  ;  but  being  informed  that 
he  was  engaged  for  that  day,  my  companions 
declined  fending  him  any  of  the  letters  of  intro- 
duction and  recommendation  they  were  furnifhed 
with. 

Indeed  thefe  haughty  Virginians  were  fo  ex- 
tremely incenfed  at  this  refufal  of  admiffion, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmoil  difficulty  I  could  pre- 
vail upon  them  to  confent  to  pay  their  perfonal 
refpects  to  the  Governor  any  more  at  all,  or  to 
fend  or  prefent  their  credentials ;  efpecially  as  it 
did  not  appear  to  them,  nor  indeed  to  me,  that  he 
was  really  engaged  at  the  time  we  received  that 
meflage  and  apology  of  excufe  from  him,  as  we 
co'uld  plainly  difctrn  him,  through  a  window,  ob- 
ferving  and  making  his  remarks,  as  we  judged, 
M  4  oa 


on  us,  while  we  were  walking  backwards  and  for- 
wards in  the  piazza,  in  expe&ation  of  his  anfwer  ; 
walking  in  that  manner  being  a  kind  of  exercife  a 
Spaniard  holds  in  great  contempt. 

However  we  were  admitted  on  the  day  follow- 
ing, and  were  even  honoured  by  a  very  friendly 
reception  ;  though  1  mufl  confefs  that  there  ap- 
peared to  me  a  ftiffnefs  and  formality,  in  his  Excel- 
lency, that  indicated  a  diftrufr,  and  feemed  to  fay 
that  he  could  have  difpenfed  with  our  vifit  ;  not 
that  there  was  any  thing  perfonal  meant  to  us,, 
for  the  frequent  proofs  of  civility,  and  even  gene- 
rous attention,  we  received  from  him  afterwards, 
evinced  the  contrary. 

But  we  imputed  it  to  that  narrow,  illiberal,  and 
jealous  policy  of  the  Spanifh  government,  by  which 
they  endeavour  to  preclude  all  other  nations,  not 
only  from  any  communication  with,-  but  even  as 
much  from  the  knowledge  of  ail  their  American 
fettlemc-nts  as  poffible. 

The  reftrictions  of  the  Spanifh  government  on 
commerce  render  the  prices  of  all  European  goods 
here  very  much  advanced,  and  they  would  actually 
be  almcft  intolerable,  if  the  inhabitants  did  not  con- 
trive to  get  many  things  underhandedly  from  the 
Englifh,  French,  and  Dutch,  by  means  of  an  il- 
licit-trade. 

Indeed  almcft  all  the  flour  that  fupports  New 
Orleans  is  imported  from  Philadelphia,  in  veffels 
belonging  to  a  commercial  houle  there,  viz.  Meffrs. 
Willing  and  Morris,  who  have  obtained  an  exclu- 
sive privilege,  for  that  fole  purpofe,  Irom  the 
King  of  Spain. 

From  this  the  Governor  makes  a  perquifite  of 
twenty  thoufand  dollars  annually,  as  all  the  flour, 

burg 
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being;  configned  to  the  King  of  Spain,,  is  paid 
for  by  the  Governor,  who  orders  it  to  be  diT- 
tnbuted  to  the  inhabitants  at  the  rate  of  a 
dollar  a  barrel,  clear  gain  advanced  on  the 
price  after  the  deduction  of  all  cofts  and  charges. 

During  the  time  I  was  at  New  Orleans,  a  geiir- 
tleman  from  Maryland,  who  had  fallen,  by  a 
very  unfortunate  accident,  into  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards  in  New  Mexico,  and  with  feveral  other 
Britifh  fubjects  had  been  mofl  cruelly  treated 
by  them,   arrived  there. 

Having  at  length  obtained  his  liberty,  for  lie 
had  been  a  confiderable  time  very  rigidly  con- 
fined, he  came  to  New  Orleans,  to  endeavour 
to  procure  a  paffage,  either  to  Virginia,  Mary- 
land, or  Philadelphia. 

This  gentleman,  dcfcended  from  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic family  in  Maryland,  was  matter  of  a 
veflel  belonging  to  his  brother  Athanafius  Ford,, 
of  Leonard  Town,  in  St.  Mary's  County,  and  had 
failed  from  the  river  Potowmack,  loaded  with 
the  French  Neutrals  (as  they  were  called,)  who 
had  been  removed  from  Nova-Scotia  by  the 
Britifh  government  on.  account  of  ;heir  ftrcng 
predilection  to  the  French  inrereft  there,  which 
at  every  rifk  they  were  always  reuly  to  pro- 
mote and  fupport. 

The  veflel  was  navigated  by  Britifh  failors, 
and  was  bound  to  the  Miffiliippi,  in  order  to 
carry  thefe  French  Accadians  to  their1  country- 
men there,  where  they  intended  to, fettle. 

But  having  got  into  the  trade  winds,  and  being 
unacquainted  with   the  navigation  of  that  part 
of  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  after  having  been  reduced 
to  the  greateft  dirtrefs    for  want  of  prQvifionv 
M  5  their 
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their  whole  flock  being  exhaufted  for  fome  time,, 
having  fubfifted  on  the  rats,  cats,  and  even  all 
the  fhoes  and  leather  in  the  veffel,  they  ran 
into  Bernard's  bay,  and  landed  at  the  mouth  of 
R.ct  de  la  Norte,  or  Rio  Grande,  in  the  king- 
dom or  province  of  New  Mexico,  inftead  of  the 
Miffiffippi. 

Happening  to  difcover  a  horfe,  immediately 
after  their  a.ming  on  fhore,  they  killed  him 
for  focd,  which  was  certainly  very  excufable  in 
their  emaciated  ftarving  condition* 

They  had  fcarce  finifhed  their  wretched  re- 
paft,  when  the  vtffel  was  feized  on  by  the 
Spaniard?,  and  confifcated  for  the  ufe  of  the 
King  ;  and  they  were  carried,  mod  of  them  to 
the  town  of  New  Mexico,  and  fome  to  Santa 
Fe,  the  capital,  no  kfs  than  eighty-fix  days 
journey  within  land  from  the  place  where  they 
came  on  fhore  on  this  inhofpitable  coaft. 

Here  they  were  all  clofely  confined  for  fome 
time. 

But  at  length  the  common  people  were  per- 
muted to  goat  large,  in  the  day,  on  condition  of 
their  labouring  for  the  inhabitants. 

Yet  the  officers  belonging  to  the  veffel,  as 
well  a^  all  the  Engliih  failors,  were  flill  impri- 
soned with  the  raoft  rigid  and  barbarous  feverity. 

However  they  were  alfo  offered  a  limited 
enlargement,  on  condition  of  their  figning  a 
'paper,  written  in  the  Spanifh  language,  which 
however  they  privately  contrived  to  obtain  a  tran- 
sition of,  and  found  it  contained  an  acknow- 
ledgment on  their  parts  of  having  been  guilty 
of  the  moft  unjuffifiable  and  aggravated  crimes, 
and  of  being  treated  with  the  greateft  humani- 
ty and  tendernefs  during  this  their  captivity. 

This 
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This  they  had  the  refolution  and  virtue  of  re- 
fufnio;  to  fubfcribe  to,  although  they  were  actually 
in  danger  of  ftarvingand  perilling  for  want  of  ne- 
ceffary  food. 

At  length  a  prieft,  poffefTed  of  more  huma- 
nity than  the  reft  of  the  barbarous  inhabitants 
of  that  country,  having  called  to  vifit  them,  took 
companion  on  their  extreme  wretchediiefs,  mace 
them  a  prefent  of  a  fat  bullock  every  day ,  and  inte- 
rested himfelf  io  effectually  for  them  as  to  obtain 
their  enlargement. 

But  fo  numerous  were  this  man's  flocks  of  cattle, 
as  well  as  of  horfes,  that  although  thefe  poor  un- 
fortunate creatures  received  above  an  hundred  oxen 
trom  him,  yet  they  could  not  be  miffed  out  of  the 
whole  flock. 

And  Mr.  Ford'affured  me  that  he  poffeffed  more 
than  fifteen  thoufand  horned  cattle,  and  near  ten 
thouland  horfes  and  colts,  which  were  kept  fat 
without  any  trouble  the  whole  year  round  by 
the  luxuriant  pafture  which  that  country  af- 
fords. 

For  it  feems  the  land  there  is  not  overgrown  with 
woods,  as  in  the  reft  of  America,  but  is  univer- 
fally  a  rich  meadow,  abounding  with  the  fineft 
grafs  in  the  world,  and  interfperk'd  here  and  there 
with  clumps  or  chillers  of  tall  and  ftately  trees. 

I  made  no  confiderable  flay  at  New  Orlean?,. 
which  to  me  as  well  as  to  Mr.  Wood,-  Mr.  Lewis, 
and  Mr.  Ford,  was  rather  a  difrgreeable  place 
and  Mr.  Lewis  and  I  k-t  out  in  a  batttau  fcr  Man- 
chao,  leaving  both  Mr.  Wood  ami  Mr.  Ford 
there',  who  were  about  engaging  a  paffa^e  for 
Philadelphia- Utf  one  of  Willing  and  Morris's 
veiled 

If 
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It  was  five  days  before  we  arrived  at  Mr.  EJ- 
mund  Gray'snear  Manchac  ;  but  here  I  was  mod 
agreeably  furprifedat  meeting  with  an  old  acqijaia- 
tance  from  Georgia,  along  with  whom  I  had  been 
initiated  into  the  myfteries  of  frec-mafonry,  in 
my  journey  through  North-Carolina. 

Hii  name  was  Allan  Groves,  and  as  he  propofed 
returning  to  Georgia  by  the  fame  route  as  I  did, 
we  all  agreed  to  join  company  together. 

Having  procured  a  batteau  on  the  Ibberville,  or 
Amit  River,  which  falls  into  Lake  Maurepas,  we 
embarked,  and  coaftcd  along  the  lakes,  viz.  Mau- 
repas and  Pcnchatrain,  parting  by  the  mouth  of 
the  Nita  Albany  River,  the  Tangepahoa  River, 
the  Chefoncto  River,  and  •the  Pearl  River, 
which  is  divided  into  two  branches,  called  Weft 
River  and  Eaft  River,  when  it  falls  into  the 
lake  or  bay  of  St.  Lewis;  alfo  the  river  Ooka- 
hootoo,  the  Chencala  River,  the  Booka  Hooma 
River,  Hunting  River,  Pafquagoocula  River,  Cedar 
River,  Pines  Bay,  and  Pool  River. 

Having  touched  by  the  way  at  a  vaft  many 
iflands,  among  which  are  Mattheuraux  Ifland, 
Roebuck  Ifland,  Cat  Ifland,  Ship  Ifland,  Broad 
Key,  and  Dauphin  Ifland,  we  arrived  at  Mobile 
point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  great  bay  of  Mobil«, 
which  is  formed  by  a  vaft  concourfe  of  mighty 
waters. 

Here  we  made  no  ftay,  but  immediately 
proceeded  on  our  coaftina  voyage  ;  pafung  the 
mouth  of  Perdido  River,  Efcambe  cr  Jordan  Ri- 
ver, Middle  cr  Governors  River,  Chefter  River, 
St.  Rofa  River,  Bay  and  Ifland,  Chatahooche 
River,  St.  Andrew's  Bay,  River,  and  Ifland, 
Roebuck  point,  St.  Jofeph's  Bay,  Cape  St.  Bias 
cr  Efcondido,  and    St.  George's  Ifland  which 

forms 
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forms  the  mouths  of  the  river  Califtobole,  and  of 
the  mighty  river  of  Apalachicola,  which  is  the 
eaftern  boundary  of  the  province  of  Weft  Florida. 

The  lands  in  this  province  are  indeed  incit 
amazingly  fertile  and  rich,  efpecially  on  the 
banks  ot  the  Milfiffippi. 

Old  plantations  cultivated  by  the  French  fifty 
or  fixty  years,  produced  laft  year,  that  is  the  year 
before  I  was  there,  from  torty  to  fixty  bufhtls  of 
Indian  corn  to  the  acre. 

The  culture  of  every  thing  here  is  altogether  by 
hand  hoe.c,  and  manual  labour  ot  flaves,  without 
the  affiftanceof  hories  or  oxen. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XLVIIL 


The  Rivers  Miffjippi,  Miffouris,  Illinois,  Taffous, 
Akanjas,  Rci/^e,  Apalachicola,  Mobile,  &c.  Co- 
lorado. North  River,  or  Rio  Bravo.  New  Mex- 
ico. Gulf  of  California.  Mines  of  Potoji.  Aca- 
puko.  Old  Mexico.  La  Vera  Cruz,  Diflances 
of  Places*    Dofcription  of  the  Country. 

BEFORE  I  take  my  leave  of  the  province 
of  Weft  Florida,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
give  a  (ketch  of  the  courfes,  extent,  and  combi- 
nation of  the  rivers  ;  the  diftances  between  diffe- 
rent places,  as  well  within  the  province,  as  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river  Miffiflippi,  along  the  coaft 
of  the  Bay  of  Mexico  ;  as  alfo  the  ftate  of  the 
colony,  culture  of  the  foil,  ftaple  commodities, 
and  population,  of  Weft  Florida. 

Weft  Florida  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  including  all  ifland?,  &c.  with- 
in fix  leagues  of  the  coaft,  from  the  mouth  of 
Apalachicola  to  the  lake  Ponchartrain  ;  on  the 
weft  it  is  bounded  by  the  lake  Mauripas,  and  a 
canal  or  river,  named  Ibberville,  that  joins  the 
laft  mentioned  lake  to  the  Mifliftippi,  and  bv  the 
Mifliffippi  itfelf ;  on  the  north  by  a  line  drawn 
due  eaft  from  that  part  of  the  river  Mifiiflippi, 
which  lies  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees 

north, 
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north,  until  it  interfecls  the  river  Apalachichola  or 
Catahouachee  ;  and  on  the  eaft  by  the  faid  river* 
until  it  falls  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Its  greateft  length  from  eaft  to  weft,  viz.  from 
ApaUchicola  to  the  MiflifTippi,  is  about  four  hun- 
dred ftatute  miles ;  but  its  breadth  is  inconfiderable 
from  north  to  fouth,  being  in  few  places  fixty-nine 
miles  according  to  theie  boundaries. 

From  Rofe  Bay,  and  St.  Mary's  Bay,  to  the 
north  lice,  is  not  more  than  forty  miles,  which  is 
the  general  diftance  acrofs,  as  far  weft  as  the  lakes 
Ponchartrain  and  Mauripas. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  rivers  Califtobole  and 
Apalnclucola  to  the  north  line  is  eighty-five  miles, 
which  is  the  widefl  part  of  the  province. 

From  cape  Laos,  or  Mud  Cape,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Mifliflippi,  to  the  canal  cut  by  the  French 
from  the  Ibberville  to  the  MiflifTippi,  being  the 
northern  boundary  of  New  Orleans  on  the  eaft  of 
the  Mifliflippi,  is  about  an  hundred  and  eighty 
miles  by  land. 

The  wideft  pait  of  the  iftand  of  New  Orleans  is 
fromTurile  Point,  and  the  Ifles  Aux  Afliettes,  op- 
pofite  to  Cat  Ifland,  to  the  Mifliflippi,  and  is  not 
more  than  forty  miles  at  thebroadeft  part,  which  is 
about  thirty- five  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the 
river  :  then  above  that  place,  from  the  lakes  Pon- 
chartrain and  Mauripas,  and  from  the  Amit  and 
Ibberville  rivers,  it  is  not  more  than  five  miles,  in 
general,  to  the  Mifliflippi. 

The  town  of  New  Orleans  is  in  that  narrow 
part,  between  the  fouth  end  of  lake  Ponchartrain 
and  the  Mifliflippi,  about  ninety  miles  fouth 
from  the  canal  or  river  of  Ibberville,  and  about 
the  fame  diftance  north  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Mifliflippi. 

From 
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From  the  uppermoft,  or  mod  northerly  end  of 
the  Ifland  of  New  Orleans,  to  that  part  of  the 
Mifliflippi  at  the  thirty-firft  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, is  jufl  fitly  miles. 

Thefe  diftances  are  in  direct  courfes  over  land, 
by  no  means  following  the  meanders  of  the  rivers, 
which  would  generally  render  ;hem  double. 

This  boundary,  already  mentioned,  wasthat  firft 
eftablifhed  for  the  province  of  Weft  Florida;  but 
I  have  underftood  that  the  north  line  has  been  ex- 
tended farther  up  the  river  fince,  to  include 
the  Natches,  and  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yaflbus, 
to  which  lift  place  it  was  carried  back  by  Governor 
Johnftone's  proclamation. 

From  the  upper  part  of  the  iflard  of  New  Or- 
leans to  the  confluence  of  the  Yaflbus  is  about 
a  hundred  and  thirty  miles  north. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yaflbus,  fouth  to 
Natches  Old  Town,  is  about  eighty  miles  ;  from 
Natches,  fouth  to  Baton  Rouge,  and  Fort  Bute, 
is  about  feventy-five  miles  ;  from  thence  fouth  to 
the  mouth  of  Hoema  River,  where  it  enters  the 
lake  Miuripas,  is  about  feventy-five  miles. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Yaflbus  up  to  the  firft 
confiderable-  fork,  which  is  on  the  weft  fide,  is 
about  twelve  miles  ;  and  the  Yaflbus  is  navigable 
forty-five  leagues  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Mifliflippi. 

Thisprovince,  extending  fo  far  along  the  coaft  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  along  the  rivers  Mifliflippi 
and  Apalachicola,  being  about  five  hundred  and  nine- 
ty, or  fix  hundred  miles,  muft  confequently  include 
a  prodigious  number  of  rivers;  the  chief  of  which, 
as  well  as  of  ail  North  America  and  perhaps  in  the 
world,  is  the  mighty  and  majeftic  river  Mifliflippi, 

navigable 
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navigable  to  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony,  which  is 
computed  to  be  eighteen  hundred  miles,  and  af- 
terwards for  a  thoufand  miles  above  the  falls  in 
batteaux  and  canoes ;  having  the  richcft  lands, 
the  happieft  and  moft  delightful  variety  of  climates 
and  pairing  through  the  larger!  and  fineft  country 
upon  earth. 

Where  it  derives  its  fource  is  not  known,  ha- 
ving been  traced  as  far  as  fifty-five  degrees  north 
latitude,  and  an  hundred  and  ten  degrees  weft  lon- 
gitude from  London  ;  being  even  there  a  very 
large  river. 

The  country  in  that  part  is  very  flat  and  marfhy, 
and  the  Indians  themielves  cannot  tell  how  much 
farther  north  and  weft  it  has  its  fource. 

From  that  place  it  runs  in  a  fouth-caft  direction 
to  the  forty-fecond  degree  north  latitude,  and  nine- 
tieth weft  longitude  ;  then  with  many  vaft  bend- 
ing, continues  almoft  a  due  Ibuth  courfe,  until 
it  falls  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  noith  latitude 
twenty-nine  degrees  ten  minutes,  and  eighty-nine 
degrees  thirty-five  minutes  weft  longitude;  having 
received  a  vaft  number  of  wide,  extenfive,  and 
mighty  rivers,  and  having  ftretched  along  this 
globe  in  a  diiect  courle,  which  has  been  tiaced, 
above  three  thoul  md  miles  and  including  the 
prodigious  numb  r  of  its  bendtngs  and  meandeis  not 
lefs  than  fix  or  lev  n  theuland  miles. 

Its  name  in  the  Indian  language  is  faid  to  fignify 
parent  of  rivers,  or  eldeftlcn  of  the  Oeean. 

It  receives  moie  than  an  hundred  very  confidera- 
ble  rivers  in  its  courfe,  many  of  them  i'ome  thou- 
fand miles  in  lergrh,  the  chief  of  which  on  the 
eaftern  fide  arc  the  following,  viz. 

Firft 
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Firft  the  Illinois,  whofe  fource  is  between  the 
lakes  Illinois  or  Michegan,  Huron,  and  Erie  ;  as 
the  Miffiffippi  itfelf,  in  one  of  its  vaft  bendings, 
approaches  near  to  lake  Superior. 

The  fecond  is  the  vafr.  river  Ohio,  or  Fair  Ri- 
ver, a  prodigious  concourfe  of  mighty  waters,  ex- 
tending behind  all  the  Britifh  fettlements,  whofe 
fource  is  almoft  in  New-York  government,  being 
navigable  in  large  batteaux  within  fourteen  miles 
of  lake  Erie  ;  fo  that  the  French,  before  thecon- 
queft  of  Canada  by  the  Britifh,  fent  three  thoufand 
men,  with  artillery,  military  ftores,  baggage,  &c. 
from  Quebec  to  New  Orleans;  viz.  up  the  river 
St.  Laurence,  acrofs  lake  Ontario,  and  lake  Erie, 
and  down  French  Creek,  the  Ohio,  and  the  Miffi- 
ffippi. 

The  Ohio  itlelf  receives  above  an  hundred  ri- 
vers in  its  courfe,  fome  of  which  (particularly  the 
Cherokee  or  Hogohegee)  are  equal  to  the  largefl 
in  Europe. 

Thelafl  river  that  falls  into  the  Mifliffippi  on  the 
eaftern  fide,  that  I  fhall  take  notice  of,  is  the  Yaf- 
fous,  a  fine,  placid,  deep,  and  beautiful  ftream, 
being  navigable  near  an  hundred  and  fif'y  miles. 

It  takes  its  rile  near  the  falls  of  the  Cherokee, 
or  Hogohegee  River,  and  funs  through  the  Chick- 
efaw  nation,  receiving  many  branches,  but  none 
very  confiderable,  in  its  courfe  of  three  hundred 
miles  to  the  Mifliffippi,  which  is  in  a  direct  line 
of  five  hundred  miles  with  its  windings. 

From  the  fource  to  the  mouth  of  this  very  fine 
river,  it  is  a  mofr.  delightful  open  country,  with 
few  mountains  or  hills,  confidering  its  inland  fitua- 
tion,  and  is  the  happieft,  and  moft  excellent  and 
agreeable  climate  in  the  world. 
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It  is  pofFefTed  chiefly  by  the  Chickefaws,  a  very 
gallant,  brave,  and  refpectable  nation,  and  firm 
Allies  of  Great  Britain,  as  has  been  already  menti- 
oned. 

On  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Miffiflippi  are  many 
vaft  rivers,  but  none  more  confiderable  than  the 
Ohio.  However  not  one  of  them  is  fo  well 
known. 

The  largeft  is  the  Pohitenous,  or  Mifouri,  whofe 
fource  has  not  been  difcovered,  and  whofe  courfe 
extends  (perhaps)  fome  thoufand  miles,  before  it 
enters  the  Miffiflippi,  which  is  almoft  oppofite  to 
the  confluence  of  the  Illinois,  only  about  twenty- 
feven  miles  below. 

A  large  river  north  of  the  MifToury  is  the  river 
Moingona,  and  frill  farther  north  is  St.  Peter's 
River. 

South  of  the  Miffouri  is  the  river  St.  Francis ; 
proceeding  fouthward,  the  next  is  the  Imahans  or 
Akanfaw  River. 

Then  that  moft  excellent,  valuable,  and  de- 
lightful river,  named  Rio  Rouge,  or  Red  River, 
which  is  of  vafl  extent,  extremely  crooked,  pla- 
cid, and  beautiful  beyond  defcription. 

The  Red  River  receives  two  very  large  bran- 
ches on  the  north  fide,  named  the  Black  River, 
and  Ox  River,  and  falls  into  the  Miffiflippi  almoft 
oppofite  to  Tonikas  in  Weft  Florida  :  this  is  the 
laft  river  I  fhall  take  notice  of  oh  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  Miffiffippi. 

The  moft  remarkable  places  weft,  along  the 
coafl  of  the  great  Bay  of  Mexico,  from  Cape 
Laos,  or  Mud  Cape,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miffi- 
flippi, is  firft  la  Balife  Fort  and  Ifland,  fome  dif- 
tancc  weft  is  Enfenada  de  Palos,  then  Woods  Bay 
and  Ifland,  Ouachas  Lake,  Afcenfion  Bay,  Ver- 
million. 
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million  Bay,  then  from  Ouachas  Lake  to  North 
Cape  are  eight  fmall  rivers,  and  two  lakes. 

There  is  alio  an  ifland  at  the  Cape,  in  which 
indeed  is  the  C  pe  itfelf,  firft  dilcovered  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  leven  hundred  and  twenty-fix. 

Weft  of  the  C;:pe,  the  firft  is  a  fmall  river,  and 
a  large  bay  named  Jacdaiches  Bay,  with  three  ri- 
vers running  into  it  ;  the  next  is  Mexicana  River, 
which  lomc  difiance  from  the  fea  is  named  Adayes 
River;  then  a  fmall  but  long  ifland;  then  the  ri- 
ver Floris;  a  long  ifland  ;  the  river  Magdalen; 
another  ifland  ;  and  a  fmall  river  ;  then  Rio  de  la 
Tiinidad  ;  Dun  River  which  falls  into  la  Mahgne 
River  ;  Colorado  or  Cane  River  ;  little  Cane  Ri- 
ver ;  and  Guada'oupe  River  ;  Leon  River  ;  Rio 
del  Vino  ;  and  Honda  or  Deep  River,  all  fall  in  o 
St.  Bernards  or  St.  Lewis's  Bay,  and  the  Bay  of 
St.  Joleph. 

On  the  fouth-weft  of  Maligne  River  M  la  Salle 
fettled  in  the  year  1685,  and  was  killed  about  three 
hundred  miles  up  Trinidad  River,  in  the  year  16S7. 

On  the  river  Sablomini  is  the  town  and  iett^e- 
ment  of  Prefidio  ;  within  the  b  y  are  five  lflands  ; 
and  upon  the  banks  of  thefe  -different  rivers  and 
their  branches  are  the  nations  of  Killamouches  and 
Al'acappa,  wardering  Ir.dians 

The  rivers  Guadaloupe  and  Leon  fall  into  St. 
Jofeph's  Bay,  on  the  jbuth-weft  of  which  is  a  ve- 
ry long  and  h.rge  ifland  named  St.  Joleph's  ifland; 
and  the  rivers  Hon:  a,  Del  Vino,  Sacro,  and  Nu- 
ces  or  Nutts,  fall  into  a  Bay  on  the  fouth-weft  of 
it,  forming  St  Jofeph's  Lake  or  Bay. 

On  the  fouth  fouth-weft  is  the  mouth  of  the 
great  river  Bravo,  or  De  la  Norte,  which  bounds 
on  the  north  and  eaft  the  kingdom  of  New  Leon, 
ar.d  is  indeed  a  very  large  and  noble  river. 

The 
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The  next  river  of  any  note  is  Riode  las  Palmas, 
■which  is'named  Rio  de  las  Nacos  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  fea.  This  is  a  fine  beautiful  large 
river,  and  derives  its  fource  within  an  hundred 
miles  of  the  Gulf  of  California  in  the  South  Sea. 

Rio  de  la  Norte  or  North  River  is  alfo  a  very 
extenfive  and  charming  river,  confiderably  larger 
than  the  laft  mentioned  one,  running  in  a  courfe 
about  middle  way  between  the  Miffiflippi  and  the 
Californian  Gulf,  and  the  rivers  Colorado,  le  los 
Martyres,  and  Rio  Grande  le  los  Apoftolos,  or 
Del  Coral  or  Blue  River,  which  form  or  fall  into 
the  Gulf,  but  is  nearer  to  California  by  five  or 
fix  hundred  miles  than  to  the  Miffiflippi. 

Thefe  vaft  rivers,  especially  Rio  de  la  Norte, 
and  the  Miffouri,  head  very  near  each  other, 
about  the  forty-fixth  degree  north  latitude,  and 
the  hundred  and  fifth  weft  longitude. 

I  have  thus  inveftigated  the  fource  of  thefe 
prodigious  and  extenfive  waters,  on  a  foundation 
that  may  be  relied  on  ;  and  it  will  give  power  to 
form  a  more  juft  and  perfect  idea  of  the  country,  by 
mentioning  the  diftances  thefe  vaft  waters,  and 
principal  places,  are  from  each  other. 

From  Cape  Laos  to  Bernard's  Bay  is  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  thence  to  the  mouth 
of  Rio  de  la  Norte  two  hundred,  then  to  Rio  de 
las  Palmas  is  feventy-five  miles,  which  make  alto- 
gether feven  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles. 

The  courfe  of  Rio  de  las  Palmas  is  nearly  eaft, 
and  the  extent  of  it  about  five  hundred  and  fifty 
miles. 

From  the  mouth  of  Rio  de  las  Palmas,  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  weft  to  the  South  Sea,  at 

the  - 
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the  mouth  of  the  river  Culiacan,  the  beginning  of 

the  Californian  Gulf,  is  fix  hundred  miles. 

From  Tonikas  on  the  Mifliflippi  to  Mexico, 
or  Juan  Baptifta  on  Rio  de  la  Norte,  is  fix  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  ;  viz.  to  the  croffing  of  Red 
River  an  hundred  and  fifty,  to  Adayes  feventy- 
five,  to  Trinidad  feventy  five,  to  the  Rio  St. 
M^rco  is  an  hundred  and  fifty,  to  Mexico  on  the 
North  River  two  hundred. 

From  Mexico  to  California,  at  the  Bay  of  St. 
Lucas,  Pearl  River,  or  the  Bay  of  St.  Mary's 
near  Cinaloa,  or  to  Culiacan,  is  five  hundred  and 
feventy-five  miles  ;  viz.  to  the  head  of  Pearl 
River  three  hundred  and  feventy-five  miles, 
to  the  mouth  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  this 
being  in  the  fouth  part  of  New  Navarre. 

New  Mexico  or  St.  Paul's  is  about  fix  hundred 
miles,  up  the  North  River,  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

From  Mexico,  on  the  North  River,  to  the 
mines  of  Potofi  is  five  hundred  miles^  to  Old 
Mexico  feven  hundred,  to  Acapulco  nine  hun- 
dred, and  the  fame  to  La  Vera  Cruz. 

From  Acapulco  to  La  Vera  Cruz  is  three  hun- 
dred miles,  from  Old  Mexico  to  La  Vera  Cruz 
two  hundred  and  feventy,  and  to  Acapulco  two 
hundred  and  feventy. 

All  this  country,  to  the  weft  of  the  MifTiflippi, 
is  incomparably  pleafant  and  delightful. 

In  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  in  the  agreeable 
mildnefs  of  the  climate,  in  the  foftnefs  and  falu- 
brity  of  the  air,  as  v/ell  as  in  the  abundance  and 
excellence  of  moft  beautiful  water-courfes,  if  is 
not  exceeded,  perhaps  not  equalled,  by  any  other 
.fart  of  the  whole  immenfe  continent  of  America. 

Indeed 
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Indeed  it  can  be  furpafled  by  no  country  in  the 
univerfe.  The  multitude  of  mod  elegant  and 
charming  fituations  that  excel  in  grandeur  and 
delightfulnefs  of  perfpefitive,  as  well  as  the  aftoniih- 
ing  luxuriance  of  the  foil,  are  far  beyond  any 
thing  that  can  be  conceived. 

There  are  alfo  vaft  numbers  of  excellent  har- 
bours, and  beautiful  extenfive  navigable  rivers. 
The  earth  pours  forth  every  vegetable  production 
in  the  mod  abundant  profufion,  almoft  fponta- 
neoufly,  and  in  a  manner  without  labour.  Black 
cattle,  horfes,  and  every  ufeful  animal,  multiply 
to  an  incredible  degree,  without  any  kind  of  trou- 
ble, as-there  is  no  occafion  of  providing  a  ftock  of 
provender  for  them  againft  winter.  In  fhorr, 
there  is  no  advantage,  charm,  or  defirable  quali- 
fication, that  bountiful  nature  can  beftow,  but 
is  heaped,  with  a  degree  of  profufion,  on  this 
lovely  country,  that  is  not  to  be  defcribed  in  lan- 
guage, or  conceived  in  idea.  For  it  really  is  ca- 
pable of  being  rendered,  not  only  the  garden  of 
America,  but  of  the  whole  world. 

Yet  this  fine  country  is  at  prefent  little 
better  than  an  uncultivated  defart,  owing  to  the 
miftaken  and  narrow  policy  of  the  Spanifh  govern- 
ment, under  whofe  abfolute,  and  uncontrouled 
domination  it  has  ever  remained. 
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